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Charged  with  Beating  Youths 


Comm.  Jordan  Suspends  Police  Officers 


By  David  Brill 

BOSTON  —  In  an  historic  move 
certain  to  have  wide  ramifications. 
Police  Commissioner  Joseph  M.  Jor¬ 
dan  has  ordered  the  suspension  of 
three  Boston  police  officers  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  beating  of  three  gay  yoths 
nearly  14  months  ago.  Jordan’s  decis¬ 
ion  follows  a  series  of  disciplinary 
hearings  by  the  Internal  Affairs  Divis¬ 
ion  (IAD).  [See  GCN,  last  week.] 

Officers  Thomas  Clifford  and  John 
Gillespie  were  found  guilty  on  all  four 
charges  —  physically  and  verbally 
abusing  the  gay  youths,  failing  to 
submit  incident  reports,  and  sub¬ 
mitting  false  statements  both  to  their 
commander  and  to  IAD.  Jordan 
ordered  both  officers  suspended  with¬ 
out  pay  for  three  months  beginning 
Oct.  4. 

Lt.  Ralph  J.  Maglio  was  found 
guilty  of  neglecting  his  responsibilities 
as  the  duty  supervisor  and  also  submit¬ 
ting  false  statements  to  IAD.  Jordan 
ordered  Maglio  suspended  without  pay 
for  one  week  beginning  Oct.  4. 


The  disciplinary  action  is  the  result 
of  a  complaint  brought  by  three  gay 
Teenagers  that  two  men,  later  discov¬ 
ered  to  be  Clifford  and  Gillespie, 
kicked  and  pistol-whipped  them  near 
the  Ritz-Carlton  Hotel  on  Aug.  18, 
1977.  They  were  then  transported,  with 
a  fourth  companion,  to  District  Four 
and  harassed  further,  although  they 
were  never  arrested  or  charged.  Two  of 
the  youths  were  in  drag  at  the  time;  the 
oldest  was  18. 

Clifford  and  Gillespie  had  claimed 
during  the  hearings  that  the  youths 
were  suspects  in  an  armed  robbery  of 
an  “old  man”  near  the  Greyhound  bus 
terminal.  However,  no  such  victim  or 
other  substantiating  evidence  was  ever 
found.  Maglio  asserted  that  he  could 
not  see  what  was  happening  inside  the 
station  when  the  youths  were  brought 
in  because  he  was  in  a  back  room. 

Unprecedented  Case 

This  is  the  first  time  in  memory  that 
Boston  police  officers  have  been  dis¬ 
ciplined  for  abusing  gay  people  —  al¬ 
though  it  is  also  the  first  recent  incident 


Boston  Police  Comm.  Jordan 


in  which  the  victims  filed  formal 
complaints.  The  investigation  was 
conducted  by  Det.  Lt.  David  Walsh  of 
the  IAD. 

Rep.  Barney  Frank,  who  first 
brought  the  incident  to  the  attention  of 
police  officials  last  year,  had  the 
highest  praise  for  Jordan.  “I  think  it’s 
terrific,”  Frank  told  GCN.  “It  should 


have  a  tremendous  effect  because  it 
shows  that  the  Commissioner  will  not 
tolerate  abuse  —  even  if  the  victim  is  a 
runaway  gay  teenager  in  drag.” 

Deputy  Supt.  Richard  J.  McKinnon, 
commander  of  the  Bureau  of  Admin¬ 
istrative  Services,  was  the  hearing  offi¬ 
cer  during  the  disciplinary  proceedings. 
It  was  his  report  which  recommended 
the  officers’  suspensions.  The  prose¬ 
cutor  during  the  hearings  was  John  W. 
Fieldsteel,  legal  counsel  to  the  com¬ 
missioner. 

Lenient  or  Not? 

There  is  continued  debate  in  civil 
liberties  circles  whether  an  internal 
investigation  can  ever  result  in  satis¬ 
factory  disciplinary  action  against 
police  officers.  While  the  three-month 
suspensions  for  Clifford  and  Gillespie 
may  not,  on  the  surface,  seem  overly 
harsh,  it  should  be  noted  that  both 
officers  are  only  31  years  old.  Such 
suspensions  are  likely  to  affect  their 
chances  for  promotion  for  the  duration 
of  their  carers."  Three  months  without 
pay  translates  into  about  a  $4000  fine 


Continued  on  Page  8 

Organization  Defers  Making  Gays  Prisoners  of  Conscience 


Amnesty  Inti.  Meets  on  Prisoner  Question 


NEW  YORK  CITY  —  Amnesty  In¬ 
ternational  has  voted  to  continue 
studying  the  question  of  making  gay 
prisoners,  prisoners  of  conscience.  The 
organization,  meeting  during  the 
weekend  of  Sept.  24  in  Cambridge, 
England,  voted  on  two  resolutions 
concerning  adopting  as  prisoners  of 
conscience  those  people  imprisoned 
because  of  their  “sexual  orientation  or 
sexual  behavior  between  consenting 
adults.” 

The  two  resolutions  voted  on  at  the 
International  Council  meeting  were 
soundly  defeated. 

American  Delegation  Works  for  Gays 

The  first  resolution,  which  was  sub¬ 
mitted  and  vigorously  supported  by  the 
British  delegation,  stated  simply  that 
persons  arrested  because  of  their  sexual 
orientation  or  sexual  behavior  are  not 
prisoners  of  conscience.  Reportedly 
members  of  the  British  section  were 
concerned  that  the  terms  “sexual 
orientation”  and  “sexual  behavior” 


include  incest  or  even  bestiality  in  their 
meanings. 

The  American  delegation  to  the 
meeting,  according  to  Amnesty  mem¬ 
ber  Larry  Cox,  was  favorably  support¬ 
ive  of  the  second  resolution.  It  stated 
that  those  arrested  because  of  their 
orientation  or  behavior  are  prisoners 
of  conscience,  and  that  Amnesty 
should  undertake  a  study  of  how  it 
could  best  work  on  such  cases. 

Cox  stated  the  American  delegation 
was  mandated  by  its  board  to  vote 
against  the  first  resolution  and  for  the 
second.  Although  the  Americans  were 
joined  by  the  Dutch  and  other  Western 
European  sections  in  voting  for  the 
second  resolution,  it  was  decisively 
defeated. 

A  Report  Will  Be  Issued 

According  to  Amnesty’s  Cox,  one  of 
the  possible  reasons  for  the  resounding 
defeat  of  the  second  resolution  was  the 
knowledge  that  there  was  a  standing 
committee  ready  to  take  up  the  full 
definition  of  prisoner  of  conscience. 


That  committee,  Cox  told  GCN,  will 
report  to  next  year’s  International 
Council.  “Some  people  felt  that  they 
could  vote  against  the  resolution  and 
keep  the  issue  vague,  knowing  that  the 
committee  would  be  taking  up  the  is¬ 
sue,”  Cox  said. 

Defining  Prisoners  of  Conscience 

According  to  the  statutes  of  Am¬ 
nesty  International,  a  prisoner  of  con¬ 
science  is  a  person  “imprisoned,  de¬ 
tained,  restricted,  or  otherwise  sub¬ 
jected  to  physical  coercion  or  restric¬ 
tion  by  reason  of  their  political, 
religious,  or  other  conscientiously  held 
beliefs,  or  by  reason  of  their  ethnic 
origin,  sex,  color  or  language  .  .  .” 

According  Jo  Cox,  those  who  sought 
passage  of  the  second  resolution 
argued  thaf  those  arrested  because  of 
their  sexual  orientation  were  already 
covered  by  the  word  “sex.”  Those 
opposed  to  the  resolution  making 
homosexual  prisoners,  prisoners  of 
conscience,  felt  that  the  word  “sex”  in 
the  definition  referred  only  to  whether 


the  person  in  question  was  male  or 
female. 

Passionate  Debate 

“This  year  the  debate  was  serious 
and  passionate,”  Cox  told  GCN. 
“There  was  a  lot  of  consciousness 
raised.” 

Noting  that  many  members  of  Am¬ 
nesty  International  around  the  world 
have  strong  feelings  against  homosex¬ 
uality,  based  on  religious  and  cultural 
backgrounds,  Cox  said  that  the  Amer¬ 
ican  delegation  will  be  making  an 
effort  to  collect  documentation. 

“If  we  had  actual  statistics  and  case 
histories  of  gay  people  being  impris¬ 
oned  because  of  their  sexuality  or  sex¬ 
ual  behavior,  we  will  have  an  easier 
time  in  making  changes,”  Cox  said. 

“Personally  as  one  who  has  argued 
strongly  for  it  [making  gay  prisoners 
prisoners  of  conscience],  I  think  the 
definition  will  change.  The  question  is 
vague  as  to  whether  this  is  covered  or 
not.  We  have  to  continue  to  fight  for 
it.” 


Dade  County  Votes  Again  on  Anti-Discrimination  Referendum 


By  Jim  Marko 

MIAMI,  FL  —  There  will  be  another 
anti-discrimination  ordinance  on  the 
Nov.  7  election  ballot  in  Dade  County. 
On  Oct.  4,  activists  Bob  Kunst,  Alan 
Rockway  and  Melody  Moorehead  were 
told  by  the  Dade  County  Elections 
Commission  that  they  had  collected 
enough  valid  signatures  to  place  the 
referendum  on  the  ballot. 

The  three,  all  members  of  the  Trans- 
perience  Center  in  Miami,  had  pre¬ 
sented  some  18,000  signatures  to  the 
Commission.  The  officials  accepted 
10,005,  just  five  more  names  than  was 
required. 

Shortly  after  the  Commission  in¬ 
formed  the  three  that  the  names  were 
valid,  they  went  before  the  Metro 
Commission  and  explained  why  the 
ordinance  was  necessary.  According  to 


Rockway,  the  Commissioners  accepted 
the  referendum  question  and  voted 
unanimously  to  place  it  on  the  ballot. 

Last  year,  voters  overwhelmingly  re¬ 
jected  an  ordinance  in  a  referendum 
vote  which  launched  Anita  Bryant  onto 
the  public  stage. 

According  to  Rockway,  the  new  pro¬ 
posed  ordinance  has  a  better  chance  of 
passing  because  it  adds  to  the  list  of 
criteria  against  which  one  cannot 
discriminate. 

The  ordinance,  which  will  appear  on 
the  ballot  in  Dade  County  next  month, 
prohibits  discrimination  in  jobs,  housr 
ing  and  public  accommodation,  and 
also  prohibits  discrimination  in  a 
person’s  efforts  to  obtain  social 
services,  health  care  and  mental  health 
care. 

The  proposal  would  prohibit  dis¬ 
crimination  based  on  creed,  affectional 


and  sexual  preference,  political  affili¬ 
ation,  matriculation  (regarding  stu¬ 
dents),  native  language  use,  source  of 
income,  past  or  present  state  of  preg¬ 
nancy,  past  or  present  military  service, 
and  membership  in  trade  unions  or 
organizations. 

Rockway,  a  clinical  psychologist  and 
a  director  of  the  Transperience  Center, 
told  GCN  that  the  referendum  will  pass 
this  November.  “I  think  we’ll  win  be¬ 
cause  for  the  first  time  anywhere  in  the 
country,  we  will  be  voting  for  full 
equality  and  human  rights,”  he  said. 

Rockway  said  that  during  the  last 
campaign  for  a  rights  ordinance  in 
Dade  County,  “everyone  was  confused 
.  .  .  because  of  the  wording  of  the 
question.” 

The  organizers  of  the  newest  effort 
here,  he  said,  are  “going  to  do  a 
grassroots  effort  which  emphasizes 


visibility.”  “We  are  going  to  create 
news  with  our  visibility.  We  want 
people  to  see  gay  people  and  to  talk 
face  to  face  with  them.” 

Rockway  added,  “Having  collected 
the  necessary  signatures  was  tremen¬ 
dous  ...  to  collect  18,000  we  already 
have  spoken  to  some  10,000  people.” 

With  the  official  acceptance  of  the 
referendum  coming  as  somewhat  of  a 
surprise,  even  to  Rockway,  Kunst  and 
Moorehead,  there  seems  little  vocal 
opposition  in  Dade  County.  An  or¬ 
ganization  called  Concerned  Christian 
Mothers,  Inc.,  has  expressed  its 
opposition  to  the  anti-discrimination 
measure.  There  has  been  no  comment 
from  the  organization  Protect  Amer¬ 
ica’s  Children,  the  group  formed  out 
of  the  successful  campaign  waged  by 
Anita  Bryant  last  year  under  the  name 
Save  Our  Children. 
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NEWS  NOTES 

QUOTE  OF  THE  WEEK 

"Society  can  tolerate  but  should  not  encourage 
homosexual  activity  between  consenting  adults  in 
private.  Society  should  not  tolerate  homosexual 
activity  between  an  adult  and  a  juvenile;  nor 
should  society  tolerate  conduct  by  adult  homo¬ 
sexuals  exercising  any  control  or  supervision  over 
children  which  promotes  homosexuality  or 
attempts  to  portray  it  as  a  legitimate  alternative 
lifestyle."  —  California  Atty.  Gen.  Evelle  Younger, 
Republican  candidate  for  Governor,  in  the  Bay 
Area  Reporter. 

SLAYING  AT  THE  ANVIL 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  Police  here  are  looking  for 
information  in  the  fatal  stabbing  of  a  Queens,  N.Y. 
man  at  the  popular  after  hours  Greenwich  Village 
bar,  the  Anvil. 

Jeffrey  Crawford  was  stabbed  to  death  in  the 
bar  in  the  early  morning  hours  of  September  15. 
According  to  police,  Crawford  had  been  arguing 
with  his  assailant  for  a  number  of  hours  at  the  bar. 
Witnesses  stated  that  they  had  seen  the  man, 
sought  by  police,  in  the  Anvil  prior  to  the  incident. 

Police  are  looking  for  a  white  male,  about  30 
years  of  age,  6 '  or  6 ' 1 ",  with  brown  wavy  hair,  and 
a  mustache.  He  was  reportedly  wearing  blue  jeans, 
a  brown  leather  jacket  and  sneakers  at  the  time  of 
the  incident. 

Anyone  with  information  is  urged  to  contact 
Detective  Donald  Baeszler  of  Manhattan  Homicide 
at  (212)  477-7444. 

FIRST  WOMAN  ON  RESERVE  BD. 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Nancy  Hays  Teeters 
was  sworn  in  recently  as  the  first  woman  governor 
of  the  Federal  Reserve  Board.  Teeters,  a  career 
government  aide  and  economist,  worked  for  the 
Federal  Reserve  Board  from  1957  until  1966,  and  in 
the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  since  1975.' 
Teeters  will  fill  a  term  ending  in  1984. 

FONDA,  COSTANZA  FOR  RIGHTS 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Actress  Jane  Fonda  and 
former  White  House  aide  Midge  Costanza,  will 
appear  at  fundraising  affairs  to  oppose  Proposition 
6,  the  anti-gay  school  worker  question  on  the 
November  ballot  in  California.  Billed  as  "An 
Evening  with  Jane  Fonda,"  the  proceeds  from  the 
event  will  go  to  San  Franciscans  Against  Prop.  6, 
sponsors  of  the  event. 

The  Fonda  event  will  occur  on  Thursday,  Oct. 
12  at  The  City. 

Costanza  will  be'  the  guest  of  the  Concerned 
Voters  of  California  benefit  No  on  6  luncheon  on 
Friday,  Oct.  20.  That  event  will  be  held  at  the 
Galleria  restaurant  in  San  Francisco. 

AM  TIKVA  NEWS 

BOSTON  —  On  Monday,  Oct.  2,  Am  Tikva 
celebrated  its  second  Rosh  Hashana  (New  Year) 
with  services  attended  by  over  20  people. 

Am  Tikva's  efforts  to  reach  more  Jewish  les¬ 
bians  havebegunto  show  results,  according  to  the 
organization.  The  group  welcomes  womenandmen 
who  wish  to  join  them. 

Am  Tikva  also  has  announced  that  on  Friday, 
Oct.  20  it  will  host  a  discussion  with  a  Boston  attor¬ 
ney.  The  subject  will  be  "legal  aspects  of  the  gay 
lifestyle."  For  further  information  call  353-1821  or 
524-1890. 

FUNDRAISERS  FOR  TEXAS 

UNIVERSAL  CITY,  TX  —  The  Texas  Gay  Task 
Force  has  announced  plans  for  a  statewide  fund¬ 
raiser  October  11,  12,  13  and  14  in  all  major  cities  of 
ihe  state.  The  tour  is  the  first  effort  by  the  or¬ 
ganization  to  raise  money  to  fight  anti-gay 
legislation  in  the  Texas  state  legislature. 

The  Task  Force  has  asked  Leonard  Matlovich, 
David  Kopay,  Rev.  Troy  Perry  and  Del  Martin  to 
appear  throughout  the  state  on  the  four  day  tour. 

According  to  the  group  the  message  during  the 
four  days  will  be  two-fold.  "First,  we  must  raise 
money  to  fight  the  already  present  dangers  to 
American  freedoms.  And,  second,  we  must  explain 
the  threat  the  Briggs,  Proposition  6,  Initiative  poses 
to  all  teachers  nationwide.  In  Texas,  we  are  active¬ 
ly  preparing  a  legislative  lobby  to  ward  off  legisla¬ 
tion  which  would  seek  to  prohibit  gay  teachers 
from  the  classrooms,  as  we  do  have  Texas 
lawmakers  who  believe  'the  perverts  must  be  kept 
out  of  the  classrooms.'  " 


ELECTION  CORRECTION 

BOSTON  —  GCN's  reporting  of  the  election 
returns  in  the  race  for  Suffolk  County  District 
Attorney  (Sept.  30)  needs  correcting.  Boston  City 
Councillor  Christopher  A.  lannella,  the  endorsee  of 
the  Massachusetts  Caucus  for  Gay  Legislation, 
carried  both  Ward  4  (South  End)  and  Ward  5  (Back 
Bay/Beacon  Hill)  over  incumbent  D.A.  Garrett 
Byrne  and  challenger  (and  ultimate  winner)  New¬ 
man  Flanagan.  M.C.G.L.  had  organized  voter  regis¬ 
tration  efforts  in  the  two  wards. 

The  official  tally  in  Ward  4  showed  lannella 
first  with  645  votes,  followed  by  Byrne  with  553  and 
Flanagan  with  417.  In  Ward  5,  lannella  topped  the 
field  with  1100  votes,  with  Byrne  second  with  966, 
and  Flanagan  with  935. 

ABORTION:  HOUSE  VS  SENATE 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Senate  and  House 
are  once  again  at  odds  on  the  issue  of  financing 
abortions  for  low-income  women,  raising  fears  of  a 
repeat  of  last  year's  deadlock  in  which  appropria¬ 
tions  for  the  departments  of  Labor  and  Health,  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Welfare  were  delayed  5Vt  months. 

The  Senate  has  approved  language  allowing 
HEW  to  pay  for  abortions  under  Medicaid  when  the 
mother's  life  would  be  endangered,  for  rape  and 
incest  victims,  or  when  "medically  necessary." 

A  THREAT  TO  BRIGGS 

SACRAMENTO,  CA  —  State  Sen.  John  Briggs, 
sponsor  of  the  anti-gay  school  workers  Proposition 
6S  said  recently  that  he  has  been  told  of  a  death 
threat  against  his  life. 

The  Republican  lawmaker  stated  that  Califor¬ 
nia  state  police  informed  him  they  had  learned  of 
the  death  threat  in  connection  with  a  speaking 
engagement  in  the  town  of  Walnut  Creek. 

In  a  press  release,  Briggs  said,  "I  am  not  going 
to  be  intimidated,  and  I  will  not  be  silenced.  I  will 
continue  to  provide  the  leadership  on  important 
social  issues  that  the  people  of  California  have 
come  to  expect  from  me." 

CETA  MONEY  FOR  CENTER 

SAN  DIEGO,  CA  — -  The  Regional  Employment 
and  Training  Consortium  of  San  Diego  County  has 
awarded  $1 8,370  to  the  Gay  Center  for  Social  Serv¬ 
ices  for  two  full  time  positions  under  the  federally- 
funded  CETA  program. 

"This  is  the  first  time  governmental  agencies  in 
this  county  have  recognized  that  gay  people  have 
special  needs  and  special  services  are  necessary 
and  appropriate,"  said  Richard  Burhenne,  Center 
director. 

One  of  the  positions  will  be  used  to  organize 
internal  projects  at  the  Center.  "It  enables  us  to 
develop  procedures  for  in-house  use  upon  which 
other  functions  can  be  built,"  Burhenne  explained. 

The  second  position  involves  researching  and 
writing  educational  materials  to  be  used  by  other 
social  service  agencies  for  in-service  staff  training. 
"The  money  gives  us  sanction  to  contact  other  soc¬ 
ial  service  agencies  and  identify  ourselves  as  ex¬ 
perts  with  something  to  share.  It  legitimizes  the  no¬ 
tion  that  other  agencies  deal  with  gay  people  and 
need  to  know  how,"  said  Burhenne. 

Funding  begins  Nov.  1  for  one  year.  A  search 
for  individuals  interested  in  the  positions  is  now 
underway. 

GAY  POLITICS  IN  GEORGIA 

ATLANTA  —  For  the  first  time  in  the  political 
history  of  Georgia,  two  openly  gay  candidates  have 
won  primary  races.  Gil  Robinson,  chairperson  of 
the  First  Tuesday  Democratic  Association  and 
Diane  Stephenson  were  victorious  in  their  efforts  to 
win  places  on  the  72-member  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Democratic  Party  of  Fulton  County. 

Robinson  received  more  than  60%  of  the  vote 
in  the  race  for  post  number  six,  and  Stephenson 
won  54%  of  the  vote  for  post  number  one. 

PENN.  NOW  CONFERENCE 

WILLIAMSPORT,  PA  —  The  1978  Pennsylvania 
National  Organization  for  Women  Conference  will 
be  held  in  this  city  on  Nov.  10-12.  Three  hundred 
people  are  expected  at  the  conference  which  is 
being  billed  by  organizers  as  "an  excellent  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  you  to  publicize  your  business  and  sell 
your  wares." 

The  conference  will  be  held  at  the  Genetti- 
Lycoming  Hotel  in  Center  City,  Williamsport.  Con¬ 
ference  registration  begins  Friday  night  at  8  p.m. 
and  continues  through  Sunday  afternoon. 

For  information  contact  the  Penn.  NOW  Con¬ 
ference  Committee  78,  Box  2122,  Williamsport, 
PA  17701. 


BOSTON  SCHOOLWORKERS 

BOSTON  —  Thirty  people  attended  the  first 
meeting  of  the  school  year  of  Boston  Area  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Schoolworkers  (BAGALS).  Teachers  from 
local  universities,  high  schools,  elementary  schools 
as  well  as  daycare  workers,  met  and  discussed 
ways  that  local  teachers  could  help  prevent  an 
initiative  in  Massachusetts  similar  to  California's 
Briggs  Initiative.  Also  discussed  were  methods  of 
public  education  that  could  be  done  concerning  gay 
people  as  schoolworkers. 

Meetings  will  take  place  bi-weekly  at  355  Boyl- 
ston  St.  in  Boston.  The  next  meeting  will  be  on 
Tuesday,  Oct.  10  at  7:30.  Attorney  John  Ward,  just 
returned  from  an  information-gathering  trip  to 
California,  will  speak  on  the  fight  against  the 
Briggs  Initiative. 

SIPPLE  CASE  MOVES 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Oliver  Sipple,  credited 
with  saving  former  President  Gerald  Ford's  life 
when  he  deflected  a  gun  aimed  at  Ford  in  1975,  has 
moved  his  suit  against  several  newspapers  to  the 
California  Supreme  Court.  Sipple,  who  has  stated 
that  his  homosexuality  is  no  one's  business  but  his 
own,  has  sued  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle  and  a 
number  of  other  papers  for  printing  the  fact  that  he 
was  gay,  after  the  Ford  incident. 

Sipple  was  dubbed  the  "Gay  Hero"  by  a 
number  of  paper  after  he  deflected  tlje  gun  held  by 
Sara  Jane  Moore  outside  the  St.  Francis  Hotel. 

Two  years  ago  a  Superior  Court  Judge  stopped 
Sipple  from  serving  summonses  to  out-of-state 
newspapers.  A  State  Court  of  Appeals  agreed  with 
that  ruling. 

Sipple  is  asking  $15  million  in  the  suit  which 
charges  an  invasion  of  privacy. 

RIGHTS  IN  PHILADELPHIA 

PHILADELPHIA  —  The  Philadelphia  Gay  Task 
Force  (PGTF)  has  announced  the  hiring  of  the  Rev. 
James  H.  Littrell,  an  Episcopal  priest,  to  head  up  a 
broad-based  campaign  here  to  insure  civil  rights 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  The  object  of  the  new 
effort  is  to  work  with  other  representatives  of  the 
gay  community  to  obtain  equal  opportunity  for  gay 
people  where  they  work,  live  and  worship.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  the  PGTF,  along  with  other  gay  organizations 
in  the  city,  seeks  to  make  state  and  city  govern¬ 
ments  more  aware  of  and  more  responsive  to  the 
human  needs  of  gay  men  and  women. 

"Our  goal  is  to  make  Philadelphia  a  safe  and 
satisfying  place  for  gay  people  to  live  and  work 
alongside  our  neighbors,"  Littrell  said  upon  em¬ 
barking  on  his  new  post  as  PGTF  coordinator.  "We 
ask  all  Philadelphians  who  believe  in  human  rights, 
who  believe  in  equal  opportunity  for  all  without 
regard  to  race,  class,  sex,  or  sexual  preference,  to 
join  with  us  in  this  critical  task." 

The  Philadelphia  Gay  Task  Force,  comprised  of 
four  lesbians  and  four  gay  men,  was  formed  last 
spring  with  a  grant  from  the  Christian  Association 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

GAYLINE  GOES  NATIONAL 

DETROIT,  Ml  —  Gayline,  a  daily  recorded  news 
report  in  this  city,  has  announced  that  it  is  being 
syndicated  nationally.  Owned  and  operated  by 
Brian  W.  Hadley,  the  program  has  been  on  the  air 
since  June,  1978. 

Hadley  is  now  selling  the  service  to  potential 
investors  interested  in  starting  Gayline  in  their 
communities.  For  a  flat  fee,  his  staff  will  purchase 
and  install  all  necessary  studio  and  telephone 
equipment  as  well  as  provide  the  ground  work  for 
local  public  relations. 

Individuals  interested  in  the  program  can  con¬ 
tact  Hadley  at  the  Gayline  business  office  in  Detroit 
at  (313)  345-4361  or  write  Gay  line,  940  West 
McNichols,  Detroit,  Ml  48203. 

THE  QUESTION  OF  EQUALITY 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Women  and  minority 
men  are  further  from  equality  than  they  were  in 
1960,  according  to  a  136  page  report  from  the  U.S. 
Civil  Rights  Commission. 

The  report  analyzed  available  statistics  in 
areas  of  education,  employment,  income,  poverty 
and  housing  for  women  and  minorities  throughout 
the  country.  The  report  found  that  educational 
inequality  has  actually  increased  over  the  past 
seven  years.  The  study  also  concluded  that  a  "much 
higher"  percentage  of  minorities  and  women  con¬ 
tinue  to  fill  jobs  requiring  less  than  a  high  school 
education. 

The  Commission  study  also  found  that  minority 
female-headed  families  have  more  than  five  times  % 
the  poverty  rate  of  white  male-headed  families. 
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Proposition  6  Called  Unconstitutional  by  Cal.  Legislature’s  Lawyer 


SACRAMENTO,  CA  —  The  anti¬ 
gay  school  workers  initiative.  Proposi¬ 
tion  6,  is  unconstitutional,  according 
to  the  California  Legislature’s  attorney. 

Legislative  counsel  Bion  Gregory 
said  the  language  of  the  initiative, 
which  will  appear  on  the  November 
ballot,  violates  due  process  and  free 
speech  provisions  of  both  the  U.S.  and 
California  constitutions. 

Assembly  Speaker  Leo  T.  McCarthy 
(D-San  francisco)  had  requested  the 
opinion  on  the  controversial  question 
which  is  aimed  at  firing  gay  teachers. 
The  measure,  filed  by  State  Sen.  John 
Briggs,  would  prohibit  the  hiring  and 
require  the  firing  of  teachers  and  other 
school  workers  who  advocated,  soli¬ 
cited,  encouraged,  promoted  or 


engaged  in  homosexual  acts. 

Attorney  Gregory  noted  language  in 
Proposition  6  that  described  “public 
homosexual  conduct”  as  “advocating 
or  promoting  of  private  or  public 
homosexual  activity  .  .  .  likely  to  come 
to  the  attention  of  school  children.” 

Gregory  concluded  that  the  defini¬ 
tion  was  too  vague  to  meet  a  test  in 
court.  He  added  it  would  inhibit  free 
speech  as  defined  and  guaranteed  in 
the  First  Amendment. 

He  also  stated  that  a  teacher,  gay  or 
not,  who  campaigned  against  the  ini¬ 
tiative  could  be  dismissed  from  work. 
The  attorney’s  opinion  stated  that 
teachers  who  merely  announced  their 
support  of  gay  rights  could  also  be 
dismissed. 

The  jjpinion  by  the  Legislature’s 


lawyer  added  that  the  so-called  Briggs 
Initiative  does  not  provide  explicit 
standards  for  school  districts  to  evalu¬ 
ate  charges.  This,  said  the  lawyer, 
could  lead  to  arbitrary  and  unequal  en¬ 
forcement  of  the  measure. 

In  a  carefully  worded  release,  former 
California  Gov.  Ronald  Reagan,  a 
leading  spokesperson  for  conservative 
Republicans,  called  on  voters  in  the 
state  to  vote  no  on  Proposition  6. 

Reagan  said  that  although  he  did  not 
approve  of  teaching  “a  so-called  gay 
lifestyle  in  our  schools,”  the  electorate 
should  vote  against  the  anti-gay  initia¬ 
tive. 

“This  measure  has  nothing  to  do 
with  those  special  so-called  gay  rights 
issues  in  Dade  County,  Florida,  and 
elsewhere,”  the  Reagan  statement  said. 


“Instead,  it  has  the  potential  of  in¬ 
fringing  on  basic  rights  of  privacy  and 
perhaps  even  constitutional  rights. 

“It  is  cumbersome  and  has  potential 
for  real  mischief.  For  example,  it 
would  require  that  if  a  complaint  is 
filed  against  a  teacher  a  full  public 
hearing  must  be  held  by  the  school 
board.  What  if  an  overwrought  young¬ 
ster,  disappointed  by  bad  grades,  imag¬ 
ined  it  was  the  teacher’s  fault  and 
struck  out  by  accusing  the  teacher  of 
advocating  homosexuality?” 

The  Reagan  statement  concluded, 
“Proposition  6  is  not  needed  to  protect 
our  children  —  we  have  that  legal  pro¬ 
tection  now.  It  could  be  very  costly  to 
implement  and  it  has  the  potential  for 
causing  undue  harm  to  people.” 


Gay  Rights  Under  the  Law  Symposium  Touches  on  Numerous  Issues 


By  John  Kyper 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  “Gay  Rights 
Under  the  Law”  was  the  subject  of  a 
symposium  held  during  the  weekend  of 
September  23  at  Hastings  College  of 
the  Law.  The  symposium  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  Hastings  Gay  Law  Students, 
and  cosponsors  included  the  Boalt  Gay 
Caucus  at  the  University  of  California 
at  Berkeley,  the  Law  Student  Division 
of  the  American  Bar  Association,  and 
the  Anti-Sexism  Committee  of  the  Bay 
Area  National  Lawyers  Guild.  Over 
250  lawyers,  students  and  paralegals 
attended  the  two-day  conference. 

The  opening  panel  was  addressed  by 
attorneys  with  extensive  experience  in 
civil  rights  litigation.  Jerry  Cohen, 
General  Counsel  of  the  United  Farm¬ 
workers,  talked  of  the  role  of  the  law 
and  lawyers  in  movements  for  social 
.change.  He  emphasized  the  need  for 
the  broadest  possible  strategy.  He  saw 
the  campaign  against  Propostion  6  in 
California,  the  anti-gay  teacher  initia¬ 
tive,  as  an  opportunity  for  public  edu¬ 
cation  similar  to  the  campaign  for  a 
Farmworker-sponsored  initiative  sev¬ 
eral  years  ago.  Although  that  initiative 
lost  at  the  polls,  he  said,  ongoing  litiga¬ 
tion  by  the  Farmworkers  helped  to  en¬ 
sure  the  union’s  eventual  victory.  Wil¬ 
liam  Hickman,  a  black  civil  fights  at¬ 
torney,  suggested  a  strategy  of  tying  up 
the  courts  with  lawsuits. 

In  a  panel  on  employment  discrimi¬ 
nation,  Donald  Knutson  of  Gay  Rights 
Advocates,  announced  plans  for  a 
series  of  lawsuits  challenging  the  con¬ 
stitutionality  in  the  courts,  noting  that 
the  First  discrimination  case,  that  of 
Franklin  Kameny,  was  only  20  years 
old.  John  Vaisey,  who  has  represented 
many  military  discharge  cases,  re¬ 
marked  that  “The  military  is  on  a  fan¬ 
tasy  trip  as  far  as  sexuality  is  con¬ 
cerned,”  choosing  to  ignore  the  wide¬ 
spread  incidence  of  homosexual  activi¬ 
ty  within  the  armed  forces.  He  also 
represents  the  mother  of  the  slain 
Robert  Hillsborough,  and  he  stated 
that  his  suit  against  Anita  Bryant  has 
resulted  in  keeping  her  out  of  Califor¬ 
nia. 

Walter  Barnett  discussed  the  pros¬ 
pects  of  sodomy  law  reform,  both 
through  the  courts  and  through  the 
legislatures,  in  a  panel  on  criminal  law. 
Tom  Coleman,  editor  of  the  Sexual 
Law  Reporter,  reviewed  the  decrimina¬ 
lization  of  sodomy  through  state  penal 
code  revisions,  which  have  generally 
also  resulted  in  the  decriminalization 
of  solicitation.  Counsel  John  Ward  of 
the  Boston/Boise  Committee  sum¬ 
marized  his  recent  research  into  the 
contradictory  age  of  consent'  laws 
throughout  the  United  States.  (See 
other  story.) 

Margaret  Karle  of  Lambda  Legal 
Defense  of  New  York  discussed  prison 


censorship.  The  refusal  of  authorities 
at  Leavenworth  to  allow  Calvin  Keach 
to  receive  gay  publications  has  resulted 
in  a  lawsuit  against  the  Director  of  the 
Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons.  She  also 
cited  a  particular  problem  of  lesbian 
prisoners,  who  are  expected  to 
conform  to  traditional  female  roles. 
Jim  Denman,  Undersheriff  of  San 
Francisco  and  a  former  Correctional 
Officer  at  San  Quentin,  scored  the  at¬ 
titudes  of  police  and  correctional  staff, 
which  he  blamed  partly  on  the  homo- 
phobic  training  materials  that  they  re¬ 
ceive.  He  illustrated  his  talk  by  reading 
from  two  officers’  manuals,  and  noted 
that  most  of  the  assailants  in  prison 
sexual  assaults  are  heterosexual.  Pri¬ 
soners,  he  said,  have  the  right  to  con¬ 
sensual  sexual  expression  because 
“sexual  denial  is  one  of  the  .most 
devastating  results  of  imprisonment.” 

Director  Donna  Hitchens  of  the  Les¬ 
bian  Rights  Project  addressed  a  panel 
on  child  custody.  Custody  decisions, 
she  said,  are  always  modifiable  and  can 
be  challenged.  Because  such  decisions 
are  made  in  family  court  and  not  crimi¬ 
nal  court,  everything  is  considered  rele¬ 
vant  to  the  case.  Barbara  Price,  who  is 
the  author  of  the  “Lesbian  Mothers’ 
Litigation  Manual,”  discussed  the 
most  common  fears  and  prejudices  of 
judges  hearing  gay  and -lesbian  child 
custody  cases.  Patti  Roberts  advocated 
separate  counsel  for  the  child  and  sup¬ 
port  of  the  mother,  so  that  she  does  not 
make  important  decisions  for  herself. 

There  were  two  panels  dedicated  to 
the  subject  of  gay  legislation.  Franklin 
Kameny  reviewed  the  1973  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  anti-discrimination 
ordinance,  which  is  one  of  the  most 
comprehensive  and  powerful  of  such 
statutes  anywhere  in  the  country. 

He  called  Washington  “one  of  the 
most  comfortable  cities  in  the  country 
for  gay  people.” 

Jo  Daly,  the  gay  community  liaison 
for  the  San  Francisco  Human  Rights 
Commission,  offered  a  more  gloomy 
prospect.  “These  ordinances  are  worth 
no  more  than  the  paper  they’re  printed 
on,  if  they’re  not  enforced.”  Proposi¬ 
tion  13  has  resulted  so  far  in  the  dis¬ 
banding  of  over  20  Human  Rights 
Commissions  throughout  California, 
and  she  feared  that  San  Francisco’s 
Commission  would  soon  meet  with  the 
same  fate.  She  was  especially  alarmed 
by  the  growth  of  the  New  Right 
throughout  the  nation,  calling  for  an 
end  to  “tunnel  vision”  politics,  and  the 
forging  of  alliances  with  other  op¬ 
pressed  groups. 

The  closing  panel  was  entitled 
“Perspectives:  Where  Do  We  Go 
Now?”  Barbara  Levy,  also  of  Lamb¬ 
da,  summarized  the  history  of  the  gay 
movement,  from  before  the  1969 
Stonewall  riots  through  the  Dade 


County  referendum.  “Though  few  of 
us  believed  that  the  myths  were  gone, 
fewer  of  us  were  prepared  for  the 
power  the  myths  still  have,”  she  said. 
Levy  stated  that  gays  should  make 
greater  use  of  the  increased  media  at¬ 
tention  that  Anita  Bryant  and  Cal. 
Senator  John  Briggs  have  brought. 
Mort  Schwab,  President  of  the  Texas 
Human  Rights  Foundation,  empha- 


By  Harold  Pickett 

NEW  YORK  —  An  estimated  150 
people  met  Saturday,  Sept.  30,  at  New 
York  University  for  an  “emergency 
meeting”  to  discuss  the  status  of  Intro 
384,  the  city’s  proposed  gay  rights  bill, 
and  proposals  for  Fall  activities  center¬ 
ing  on  passage  of  the  bill  in  the  City 
Council.  The  meeting,  called  by  the 
Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
(CLGR),  was  sponsored  by  NYU’s 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Law  Students  and 
held  in  the  auditorium  of  the  law 
school. 

Betty  Santoro,  of  Lesbian  Feminist 
Liberation,  addressing  the  individuals 
and  CLGR  representatives,  pointed 
out  that  discussions  with  Councilpeo- 
ple  about  the  bill  began  last  December, 
yet  the  bill  was  not  introduced  in  the 
Council  until  Apr.  18.  A  vote  should 
have  taken  place  within  4-6  weeks,  but 
each  month  has  brought  further  post¬ 
ponements.  Given  the  technical 
mechanisms  available  for  further  de¬ 
lays,  Nov.  1 1  is  the  last  possible  day 
on  which  hearings  can  be  held.  How¬ 
ever,  it’s  hoped  that  hearings  will  begin 
earlier,  before  the  Nov.  7  election,  in 
order  to  pressure  politicians  to  take  a 
definite  stand  on  the  issue. 

Seth  Lawrence,  of  Gay  Activists  Al¬ 
liance,  reviewed  Mayor  Koch’s  non¬ 
support  of  the  bill.  Koch  began  his 
mayoral  campaign  affirming  that  “A 
mayor  favorable  to  gay  rights  assures 
passage  of  a  gay  rights  bill.”  Yet, 
Rabbi  Chaim  Stauber  has  not  been 
removed  from  his  position  on  the  city’s 
Human  Rights  Commission,  even  after 
the  Rabbi  publicly  announced  that  he 
would  never  enforce  a  gay  rights  bill 
or,  for  that  matter,  a  gay  Executive 
Order  effecting  municipal  employees. 
Lawrence  noted  that  Koch,  “the  death 
penalty  liberal,”  refuses  to  apply 
needed  behind-the-scenes  pressure  to 
Majority  Leader  Tom  Cuite  to  get  the 
bill  out  of  Committee  and  onto  the 
floor  for  a  full  Council  vote.  Koch  now 
refers  to  gay  rights  as  “a  matter  of 
conscience,  like  abortion”  and 
maintains  that  he,  as  Mayor,  cannot 


sized  that  need  for  flexibility,  collective 
decision  making  and  mixed  tactics. 

The  conference  also  included  a  bene¬ 
fit  cocktail  party  and  a  forum  in  which 
Alan  Bell  discussed  Homosexualities,  a 
survey  of  gay  men  that  he  co-authored 
with  Martin  Weinberb.  “Gay  Rights 
Under  the  Law”  marked  the  creation 
of  a  nation-wide  network  of  legal 
workers  in  the  field  of  gay  rights. 


attempt  to  pressure  Council  members 
to  vote  against  their  consciences. 

David  Thorstad,  a  spokesperson  for 
the  Coalition,  voiced  some  of  the 
favorable  circumstances  surrounding 
the  Intro  384  efforts,  stating  that  “the 
gay  community  is  more  united  than 
ever  before”  in  its  efforts  and  that  the 
Coalition  is  “better  organized  than 
previous  coalitions,”  such  as  the  one 
formed  in  the  Fall  of  1975.  CLGR  also 
has  “better  contacts  with  the  rest  of  the 
community.”  Furthermore,  Thorstad 
said,  “There’s  a  recognition  that  re¬ 
liance  on  politicians  is  not  the  solu¬ 
tion”  for  gaining  the  gay  rights  bill. 
“Koch  has  toned  down  his  promises 
since  running  for  election.” 

Proposals  passed  by  the  community 
meeting  included  a  picketing  action 
and  rally  at  City  Hall  on  Thursday, 
Oct.  12,  from  4:30-7  pm  during  rush- 
hour  “to  direct  attention  to  the  upcom¬ 
ing  hearings  on  the  gay  rights  bill  and 
to  demand  that  the  City  Council  imme¬ 
diately  pass  Intro  384.”  Oct.  12  is  “the 
day  when  the  bill  is  now  scheduled  for 
its  first  formal  introduction  and  read¬ 
ing  before  the  General  Welfare  Com¬ 
mittee.”  A  presence  during  the  actual 
reading  of  the  bill  is  also  planned. 

Approval  to  develop  “an  emergency 
plan  for  an  immediate  response  to  the 
announcement  of  hearings”  was 
passed  at  the  meeting.  Such  plans  in¬ 
clude  “noontime  and/or  rush-hour 
pickets  at  CityHall,  attendance  at  and 
participation  in  the  hearings,  a  tele¬ 
gram  and  media  campaign,  tabling  and 
outreach  throughout  the  city,  and 
other  demonstrations  of  support  for 
the  bill.” 

A  third  proposal  “that  CLGR  publi¬ 
cize  the  fight  in  California  against 
Propositon  6”  was  also  adopted. 

The  final  proposal  approved 
CLGR’s  organizing  “a  public  presence 
at  the  trial  of  the  men  involved  in  the 
brutal  anti-gay  attack  in  the  Ramble  of 
Central  Park  to  demand  prosecution  to 
the  full  extent  of  the  law  for  those 
responsible.” 


NY  Groups  Declare  Support 
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EDITORIAL 


Changing  Signals 

We  would  be  remiss  in  our  responsibilities  if  we  failed  to  comment  on  Boston 
Police  Commissioner  Joseph  Jordan’s  decision  last  week  in  the  case  of  two  of  his 
officers  who  assaulted  three  gay  teenagers.  (See  Page  1)  We  applaud  the  commis¬ 
sioner’s  action. 

This  case  was  important  because  it  showed  the  public  that  gays  can  fight  back 
against  their  attackers  and  win  —  even  if  those  attackers  are  police  officers.  It 
showed  that  gays  are  far  more  likely  to  be  the  victims  of  violence  than  the 
perpetrators.  And  it  seems  to  signal  a  change  in  attitudes  at  police  headquarters, 
where,  only  six  months  ago,  the  commissioner  was  denying  the  charges  that  certain 
officers  were  practicing  entrapment  at  the  Boston  Public  Library. 

There  is  still  some  work  to  do.  First,  educational  programs  in  the  police 
department  to  combat  ignorance  and,  ultimately,  bigotry,  would  clearly  help 
prevent  similar  complaints  in  the  future.  Secondly,  the  city  should  consider  paying 
the  travel  expenses  of  victims  and  witnesses  at  Internal  Affairs  Division  hearings  if 
IAD  is  thoroughly  committed  to  prosecuting  these  cases.  (In  this  instance,  it  was 
only  through  the  generous  help  of  certain  gay  organizations  and  business  people 
that  one  of  the  complainants  was  able  to  come  to  Boston  from  Los  Angeles  to 
testify.) 

Finally,  there  should  be  regular  meetings  between  police  officials  and  the  gay 
community  —  particularly  in  District  Four  —  for  the  purpose  of  distributing 
information  and  airing  gripes.  Crimes  against  gays  are  incredibly  under-reported 
and  this  must  change. 

But  for  now,  the  police  command  should  be  praised  for  doing  what  many  of 
us  thought  was  impossible.  And  the  courage  of  the  three  gay  youths  in  making  this 
unprecedented  action  possible  deserves  equally  high  commendation.  Both  actions 
hopefully  signal  a  change  for  the  better.  It’s  about  time. 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  Community  Voices.  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters 
should  be  typed  and  double-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published, 
but  names  will  be  withheld  on  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


elaine's  friend 

To  the  Editors: 

I’m  disappointed  that  the  editors  of  GCN  have 
once  again  chosen  to  print  an  irresponsible  hate 
letter  written  by  Sheri  Barden  about  Elaine 
Noble.  The  idea  of  “An  open  letter  to  the  Gay 
World”  is  tacky  enough  to  catch  my  attention.  I 
could  not  believe  the  nonsense  that  followed. 
Barden’s  latest  foolishness  begs  comment,  point 
by  point,  but’since  her  anger  is  out  of  control  at 
this  time,  I  trust  an  apology  to  Noble  and  to  the 
“Gay  World”  is  forthcoming,  so  I’ll  limit  myself 
to  a  few  comments. 

1)  It  became  clear  to  me  some  letters  ago  that 
the  source  of  Barden’s  venom  towards  Noble  is 
personal  resentment,  which  has  no  place  in  a 
community  newspaper. 

2)  It  seems  shallow  to  equate  losing  a  primary 
with  political  suicide.  In  my  opinion.  Noble  con¬ 
ducted  a  most  decent  campaign,  decent  but  im¬ 
poverished.  If  elections  were  won  on  the  basis  of 
what  the  candidates  have  to  say  about  important 


issues,  it’s  quite  possible  that  Noble  would  have 
won  the  primary. 

3)  Barden  asks  us  to  believe  her  and  trust  her. 
On  the  basis  of  her  letter,  that’s  quite  impossible 
for  me  to  do. 

4)  Barden  accuses  Noble  of  “personal  destruc¬ 
tion  to  another  individual.”  That,  Ms.  Barden,  is 
a  very  serious  charge.  I’d  need  more  information 
before  I  can  believe  you  and  trust  you  on  this 
one. 

5)  Between  the  arbitrary  pronouncements,  the 
quotation  marks  and  the  italics,  the  middle  para¬ 
graphs  of  the  letter  are  quite  unbelievable. 

6)  Noble  is  accused  of  having  a  superego.  My 
dictionary  says  a  superego  is  a  conscience.  OK, 
we  agree  on  that  one. 

7)  The  writer’s  choice  of  verse  which  closes  her 
letter  is  touching  and  a  bit  sad.  It  sounds  like 
Sheri  once  wanted  to  be  Elaine’s  friend. 

Sincerely, 

Ron  Skinner 
Boston 


tooth  and  nail 

Editor,  GCN: 

In  GCN  Vol.  6,  No.  10  (Sept.  30)  Harold  Pick¬ 
ett  (“New  York,  New  York”)  adds  his  voice  to  a 
generally  high  number  of  similar  laments  for  a 
GCN  issue,  addressing  the  difficulty  of  achieving 
a  gay  solidarity  of  any  merit. 

Since  joining  the  gay  community  eight  years 
ago  I’ve  seen  more  such  complaints  in  the  gay 
press  than  articles  covering  any  other  subject. 

All  gay  men  and  women  know  that  solidarity 
worked  for  Black  people  when  their  campaign 
for  equality  finally  succeeded  in  the  last  decade, 
and  that  it  was  the  central  thrust  of  the  more 
recent  women’s  movement.  It  is  equally  obvious 
(although  perhaps  less  well-recognized)  that 
other  equality  movements,  notably  among 
groups  of  immigrants  to  America,  depended  less 
on  group  action  and  consequently  waited  longer 
to  achieve,  or  never  achieved,  great  success  —  I 
know  of  no  “Polacks  united”  front,  for  in¬ 
stance,  and  we  still  hear  Polack  jokes  at  cocktail 
parties  where  Black  jokes  or  “dumb  female” 
anecdotes  would  never  be  told.  Rather  than 
accept,  and  rationalize,  gay  unwillingness  to 
unite,  we  should  be  more  interested  in  getting 
people  together  in  our  community.  Mr.  Pickett 
rouses  my  ire  especially  through  his  casual  run¬ 
down  of  differing  gay  groups  and  his  mild  ac¬ 
quiescence  to  these  groups’  inability  to  unite  for 
gay  freedom.  When  he  suggests  at  the  close  of  his 
article  that  gays  are  “heroes  for  even  trying”  to 
combat  injustice  and  misunderstanding,  I  retch. 

Too  many  gays  (through  no  fault  of  theirs)  are 
easy-going,  accepting  people  in  such  an  extreme 
that  they  have  no  desire  to  change  society’s  opin¬ 
ions.  Too  many  of  us  were  uncompetitive  people 
even  as  children,  and  perhaps  many  of  us  first 
were  called  “faggot”  before  we  knew  our  own 
orientation  —  or  the  meaning  of  the  nasty  term. 
Many  more  successful  gays  working  in  the 
“straight”  business  and  professional  world  dare 
not  come  out  at  all  —  one  such  friend  has  told 
me  the  people  who  control  money  and  power 
have  no  respect  for  gay  people,  and  that  if  he 
were  to  come  out  to  colleagues,  his  ideas  would 
be  discounted  and  his  career  halted.  Yet  someone 
gay  or  sympathetic  to  gays  published  a  story  not 
long  ago  in  New  York  magazine  saying  that  a 
surprising  number  of  that  city’s  financial  leaders 
are  themselves  gay.  It’s  no  secret  that  the  profes¬ 
sional  fields  of  medicine,  education  and  law  are 
filled  with  gays  —  even  though  most  of  these 
people  guard  their  closet  doors  carefully.  And 
every  pediatrician  and  child  psychologist  ack¬ 
nowledges  that  a  degree  of  gay  sex  display  is 
normal  among  children  (as  long  as  they’ve  not 
reached  puberty,  mind  we). 

Gay  consciousness  is  so  close  to  the  surface  of 
mass  consciousness  it’s  chilling.  Television  has 
broached  the  subject  (often  fairly)  on  family 
entertainment  programs.  At  least  one  major 
Boston  radio  station  is  currently  airing  gay  sub¬ 
ject  matter  consistently,  ranging  from  music  by 
gay  artists  on  gay  themes  to  a  series  of  funny 
short  parodies  of  PBS’  “Mr.  Rogers”  depicting 
the  character  as  a  mild  but  pederast  eccentric  for 
whom  audience  sympathy  is  solicited.  Sympathy 
and  empathy,  too,  for  the  adult  foes  of  “Mr. 
Roberts,"  as  the  character  is  called,  are  depicted 
as  obtuse  and  obnoxious  dullards. 

No  sooner  has  the  Kinsey  Foundation’s 
“Homosexualities”  book  hit  the  racks  than  ads 
promoting  the  book  quote  reviews  in  Newsweek 
and  Time  magazines. 

Anita  Bryant  is  thumped  roundly  by  stand-up 
comics  worldwide,  to  audiences’  delighted  ap¬ 
plause.  Her  name’s  mention  brings  snickers 
around  coffee  tables  and  over  bar  counters. 
Straight  visitors  to  Provincetown  grab  tee-shirts 
with  the  legend,  “May  the  great  seagull  of 
Provincetown  s—  all  over  Anita.” 

This  month’s  Boston  magazine  doesn’t  recom¬ 
mend  any  gay  establishments  in  its  entertainment 
guide  (except  for  La  Trattoria),  but  it  does  rave 
over  Paul  Monette’s  new  gay  book  and  it  does 
sympathize  with  gay  liberationists  over  the. re¬ 
lease  of  yet  another  cheap  exploitative  gay-theme 
film.  In  polite  social  circles  gay  liberation  is  al¬ 
ready  a  de  rigeur  value  to  be  committed  to. 

Rather  than  sit  and  fret  about  how  unable  we 
are  to  turn  the  tide  and  make  equality  for  gay 
people  a  reality,  we  might  as  well  spend  our  time 
working  on  Ed  King’s  gubernatorial  campaign, 
or  promoting  the  repeal  of  various  gay-rights 
laws  which  are  under  test  around  the  country. 
What  are  we  thinking  of?  I  don’t  intend  to  have 
to  live  as  an  outcast  much  longer,  and  I  doubt 
you  or  any  other  gay  person  does,  either. 

Instead  of  putting  on  paper  still  more  justifica¬ 
tion  for  gay  apathy,  and  the  immediately  result¬ 
ant  continuation  of  society’s  torment  of  gays,  we 
should  work  to  publicize  gay  strength  —  not  only 
for  the  benefit  of  straight  society,  but  for  our 
own  strength.  It  is  a  tooth-and-nail  fight,  in 
which  coming  out  to  our  employers  must  be  done 
as  soon  as  we  have  proved  ourselves  indispen¬ 
sable.  and  coming  out  to  our  straight  peers  has  to 
follow  our  making  our  integrity  indisputable. 

Can  we  do  it?  Sure  we  can.  Will  straight 
society  get  over  it,  and  find  comfort  picking  on 
some  other  group?  Of  course.  Will  it  happen? 
Have  it  your  way. 

Yours  faithfully, 

George  Androvette 
Boston 
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SPEAKING  OUT 

Who  First? 

By  Jean  C.  Guertler 

There’s  an  ad  floating  around,  which  was  in  the  Sunday  Inquirer  and  the 
Pittsburgh  Press :  “You,  too,  can  vote!!  to  CLEAN  UP  AMERICA!  Do  you 
approve  of  known,  practicing  HOMOSEXUALS  teaching  in  public  schools?  Do 
you  approve  of  the  present  laws  legalizing  ABORTION-ON-DEMAND?  Do  you 
approve  of  the  open  display  of  PORNOGRAPHIC  materials  on  newsstands,  TV, 
and  in  movies? 

“In  return  for  your  vote,  I  will  send  FREE,  TWO  (2)  JESUS  FIRST  LAPEL 
PINS  —  the  pin  sweeping  across  our  nation  as  a  symbol  of  Americans  putting 
“JESUS  FIRST”  into  their  lives! 

“Watch  this  weekend  for  Jerry  Fallwell  and  the  Old  Time  Gospel  Hour,  and 
learn  what  the  Bible  has  to  say  about  the  sins  threatening  to  destroy  America. 
Guest  singer  —  Anita  Bryant.” 

Jesus  First.  Jesus  First,  the  older  brother  of  Jesus  the  Christ,  is  most 
frequently  referred  to  by  those  who  get  their  self-truths  from  the  Old  Testament. 
JESUS  FIRST  is  not  even  IN  the  Old  Testament,  and  he  is  often  confused  with 
Jesus  Christ,  although  the  two  have  little  in  common. 

JESUS  FIRST  counts  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  in  dollars  and  cents.  JESUS 
FIRST  is  the  one  people  can  turn  to  when  they  can’t  drown  out  their  thoughts  in 
disco,  or  beer.  There  is  safety,  no  room  for  doubt,  or  question,  or  even  thinking, 
with  JESUS  FIRST. 

Ms.  Bryant  contends  that  she  is  oppressed  because  of  the  person  she  is.  It 
appears  to  be  impossible  for  her  to  see  how  hard  it  is  to  be  something  you  are  not. 
She  has  even  mentioned  having  difficulty  getting  jobs  for  which  she  is  qualified(?). 

Anita  Bryant  is  the  victim  of  DISCRIMINATION. 

Anita  Bryant  has  been  subjected  to  ridicule,  demonstrated  against,  and  who 
knows  what  else.  Fortunately,  when  all  else  fails,  she,  too,  can  turn  to  JESUS 
FIRST. 

It  has  always  amazed  me,  how  the  JESUS  FIRST  people  missed  the  gospel 
according  to  Jesus  the  Christ.  There  was  something  about  the  greatest 
commandment,  to  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  all  thy  might,  and 
to  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself. 

On  particularly  bad  days,  one  can  almost  “hear”  JESUS  FIRST  people, 
lamenting  those  who  question  his  authority,  who  would  absolve  themselves  of  all 
connections  with  JESUS  FIRST’S  peaceful  and  love-filled  brother,  saying  “Am  I 
my  brother’s  keeper?”  (Now,  that’s  from  the  Old  Testament.) 

JESUS  FIRST  is  responsible  to  no  one  but  himself.  FIRST  in  war,  FIRST  in 
peace,  and  FIRST  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen. 

If  you  long  to  travel  to  the  Holy  Lands,  I  suggest  that  you  avoid  JESUS 
FIRST’S  ego-trip.  His  earliest  disciples,  the  Pharisees,  are  mentioned  in  the  Bible. 
They  have  carried  the  word  of  JESUS  FIRST  to  all  corners  of  the  globe. 

Now,  however,  his  disciples  go  by  a  much  simpler  name,  and  I’m  sure  you 
know  many  of  them.  Disciples  of  JESUS  FIRST  —  who  go  by  that  illustrious 
name,  Me  First. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  pf  GCN  readers.  It  is  part 
of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We 
encourage  you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we 
encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions 
expressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 


COMMUNITY  VOICES  cont. 


a  better  idea? 

I  am  a  “gay  youth”  but  I’ll  be  damned  if  I  will 
join  a  “club”  just  because  it’s  a  gay  youth  club. 
This  letter  is  prompted  by  your  recent  article 
about  a  Gay  Youth  Committee. 

I  am  interested  in  bird-watching.  I  have  a 
friend  who  is  gay  who  is  interested  in  photog¬ 
raphy.  I  would  join  a  gay  bird  watching  club  and 
he  would  join  a  gay  photography  club.  But  not 
Youth  Clubs  for  we  really  like  to  be  with  adults, 
and  what  we  don’t  need  is  some  gay  organization 
acting  as  “Big  Brother  Watching  Over  Us.”  We 
can  take  care  of  ourselves.  Kids  know  that  they 
can  be  seduced  by  adults  and  I’ve  seduced  an 
adult  too.  So  what!  That’s  our  own  responsibil¬ 
ity. 

How  does  any  high  school  population  segre¬ 
gate  up  into  social  groups?  Look  at  any  Year 
Book.  There’s  a  German  Club,  a  Nature  Club,  a 
Model  Rocket  Club,  etc.  Take  any  Library  of 
Congress  Classification  category  and  there’s  a 
club  for  it.  And  that’s  where  it’s  at.  Ask  any 
person:  “What  are  you  into?”  and  she/he  will 
tell  you  some  interest  or  “hobby”. 

The  unfortunate  thing  is  that  we  are  forced 
into  the  “hobby”  of  being  gay  by  the  adult  sick 
gay  sub-culture.  It  is  such  an  effete  alternative. 
Just  take  a  look  at  your  gay  bars  and  gay  social 
organizations.  They  have  nothing,  to  be  and 
nothing  to  do  except  to  indulge  in  each  others 
genitals  and  gossip  and  camp  about  it. 

How  about  providing  the  possibility  for  youth 
to  be  people  first  and  gay  second?  I  would  like  to 
find  another  gay  kid  interested  in  dinosaur  foot¬ 
prints.  I  can  join  every  gay  organization  in  the 
United  States  and  1  will  never  find  anyone  inter¬ 


ested  in  dinosaur  footprints.  That’s  because  the 
gay  community  has  got  the  cart  before  the  horse. 
Society  is  the  projection  of  the  individual,  not 
the  individual  the  projection  of  society.  So  to 
build  a  viable  gay  society  one  must  start  with  the 
individual. 

Out  of  desperation  some  kids  may  join  a  gay 
youth  organization  —  maybe  26  in  the  city  of 
Boston.  But  out  of  genuine  individual  interest  in 
something  (telescope  making,  etc.)  everybody 
(maybe  several  thousand)  will  enter  into  gay 
social  intercourse  that  is  viable  and  confederate 
later. 

Any  society  is  organized  around  special  in¬ 
terest  groups.  The  gay  community  would  serve 
the  highest  function  by  promoting  the  means  by 
which  special  interest  people  could  meet  —  and 
don’t  cram  this  youth-adult  artificial  separation 
down  our  throats.  And  please  don’t  try  to  force 
my  generation  into  your  generation’s  emptiness 
by  making  our  orgasms  our  “hobby.” 

If  the  Gay  Community  could  publish  a  quar¬ 
terly  or  monthly  Library  of  Congress-like  list  of 
subjects  (each  with  a  L.C.  “Box  Number”)  and 
invite  people  to  “register”  maybe  the  many 
thousands  of  gay  people  in  Boston  would  get 
together  as  human  beings. 

1  would  like  to  go  looking  for  rare  wild  flowers 
with  others  who  like  to  go  looking  for  wild 
flowers.  And  if  it  so  happens  that  we  find  a  rare 
one  and  out  of  our  ecstasy  we  hug  another  and 
fall  to  the  mossy  ground  and  make  love  —  that’s 
where  it  should  be.  That’s  where  it’s  at  Mr.  and 
Ms.  Lavendar!  Now  you  know;  what  will  you  do 
about  it? 

Name  Withheld 
Arlington,  MA 


art  or  politics? 

Dear  GCN, 

GCN  issue  9/30/78  features  a  piece  entitled 
“The  Art  of  The  Poet-Painter,”  in  which  the  ar¬ 
tist  Ms  Lucienne  Bartfield  brings  up  an  issue 
which  has  troubled  and  perplexed  me  for  some 
time.  With  one  broad  stroke  she  glibly  dismisses 
the  possible  existence  of  Gay  art,  “she  doesn’t 
believe  there  is  such  a  genre  as  Gay  art.”  I  won¬ 
der,  does  she  believe  there  are  Gay  artists.  Does 
she  believe  there  are  Gay  people  (as  opposed  to 
homosexuals).  I  think  I  smell  a  homophobe. 

While  it  is  true  that  a  great  deal  of  defining, 
exploring  and  revealing  remains  to  be  done,  to 
say  that  there  is  no  such  genre  as  Gay  art  is  mere¬ 
ly  to  say  that  it  is  not  currently  socially  accep¬ 
table  or  recognized  by  the  guardians  of  estab¬ 
lished  standards.  Note  her  example  of  Francis 
Bacon,  he  is  “too  frightening  and  disturbing” 
she  says  as  if  to  minimize  or  invalidate  his  talent. 
Bacon  is  a  good  example  of  a  Gay  artist.  The 
impact  of  his  paintings  transcends  style  and  sub¬ 
ject  matter  and  they  cannot  be  mistaken  in  terms 
of  “genre.”  If  they  are  disturbing  it  is  because 
they  deal  successfully  with  a  truth. 

Ms  Bartfield  is  squarely  within  her  rights  to 
not  label  herself  as  a  “Gay  artist.”  Perhaps  her 
self  description  “a  woman  who  is  a  painter”  is 
indeed  more  accurate.  Which  leads  me  to  wonder 
why  she  is  given  exposure  in  a  Gay  publication 
while  self  identified  Gay/lesbian  artists  remain 
unacknowledged. 

Would  Ms  Bartfield  deny  the  existence  of  the 
Italian  Opera,  Irish  lullabys,  negro  spirituals? 
Would  the  removal  of  those  labels  change  their 
nature?  Does  she  not  perceive  a  telltale  contrast 
between  Noel  Coward  and  Ernest  Hemingway. 
Can  we  separate  Oscar  Wilde  and  A.  E.  House¬ 
man  from  their  work? 

In  recent  and  continuing  efforts  to  organize 
Gay  artists  of  all  mediums,  I  have  encountered  a 
reluctance  similar  to  that  expressed  by  Ms  Bart¬ 
field  and  some  genuine  confusion  as  to  what 
“Gay  art”  is  finally.  Is  there  any  such  thing?  I 
answer  emphatically,  Yes!  It  remains  for  us  as 
Gay  people  to  identify,  search  out,  acknowledge, 
respect  and  admit  to  those  things  which  are 
uniquely  ours  and  free  from  homophobic  preju¬ 
dice  those  works,  artists  and  art  forms  which  tru¬ 
ly  speak  to  us  in  terms  of  our  life  experiences  and 
sensibilities.  Those  things  which  set  us  distinctly 
apart  from  other  “ethnic”  groups.  Perhaps  it  is 
up  to  the  artists  to  lead  the  way.  Art  can  be  en¬ 
lightening  as  well  as  entertaining.  A  picture,  a 
poem,  a  song  need  not  be  explicit  or  erotic  to  be 
“gay.”  A  nineteenth  century  landscape  postcard 
photographer,  Wilhelm  Von  Gloeden,  left  us  a 
treasure  of  lovingly  photographed  young  men  in 
the  nude,  a  subject  which  is  still  cause  for  dis¬ 
comfort  among  homophobic/sexist  critics.  He 
was  truly  a  Gay  artist. 

Identifying  as  a  Gay  artist  does  not  limit  one’s 
scope,  it  broadens  it.  We  are  limited  only  by  our 
imagination,  choice  and  abilities.  We  cannot 
overcome  the  bigotry  without  first  re-educating 
ourselves  and  developing  a  sense  of  pride  about 
numberless  contributions  to  the  arts. 

Until  only  recently  the  society  which  labels  us 
outlaws  and  sinners  was  able,  with  our  compli¬ 
city,  to  deny  our  very  validity  as  human  beings. 
Ms  Bartfield  continues  that  denial  and  the  some¬ 
what  attenuated  criminal  tradition.  I  suspect  she 
finds  all  Gay  art  disturbing  and  trivial  and  there¬ 
fore  not  a  legitimate  “genre.”  Pity  on  her,  for  in 
fact  there  are  Gay  artists  and  Gay  art,  you  have 
but  to  look  fearlessly  and  lovingly.  We  will  wait 
for  you  to  catch  up,  Lucienne. 

Caringly, 
Rudy  Grillo 

the  politically 
correct 

Dear  Gay  Community  News: 

A  couple  of  comments  about  the  most  recent 
issue  of  GCN  (9/23/78).  One  is  about  your  front 
page  article  on  “Bill  Filed  Defining  Homosex¬ 
ual  Acts  as  Crimes.”  The  gay  press,  if  anyone, 
should  know  that  the  so-called  “homosexual 
acts”  are  sexual  acts  performed  by  heterosexuals 
as  well  as  homosexuals,  and  should  be  careful 
not  to  perpetuate  a  myth  that  is  used  against 
gays.  At  the  very  least  “homosexual  acts” 
should  appear  in  quotes  —  if  not  qualified  by 
explanation  —  in  the  pages  of  GCN. 

It’s  good  to  see  at  least  a  few  graphics  of 
women  in  this  issue.  In  general  I’ve  been  disap¬ 
pointed  by  the  graphics  in  the  paper,  and  feel 
GCN  should  take  them  more  seriously.  There’ve 
been  numbers  of  issues  with  very  few,  if  any, 
photos  or  graphics  of  women,  and  many  articles 
with  photos  of  government  bureaucrats  who  are 
probably  not  even  gay.  (A  front  page  story  on 
Seattle  gays’  fight  against  Proposition  13  there 
would  be  illustrated  with  a  photo  of  the  mayor  of 
Seattle,  for  instance.) 

Graphics  can  do  a  lot  towards  communicating 
political  ideas,  making  the  paper  look  more 
striking,  and  letting  it  be  known  that  GCN  is 
serious,  if  it  is,  about  its  stated  desire  to  com¬ 
municate  with  lesbians  as  well  as  gay  men.  Any 
time  or  resources  you  could  devote  to  advertising 
for  graphic  artists’  help,  and  lesbian  graphics  in 
particular,  would  be  well  spent. 

In  Unity, 

Cathy  Cockrell 
Liberation  News  Service 
New  York  City 
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o  valid  study 

To  the  editor: 

To  counteract  the  recent  reviews  of  Homosex¬ 
ualities,  I'd  like  to  make  a  few  points  in  favor  of 
the  book: 

Contrary  to  what  your  reviewers  would  have 
us  belive,  the  selection  of  San  Francisco  as  a 
study  site  is  not  so  “off  the  wall.”  When 
studying  the  inter-relationship  between  various 
dimensions  of  a  phenomenon  such  as  homosex- 
uality,  it  is  not  necessary  to  have  a  broad  sample 
of  all  homosexuals;  it  is  sufficient  to  select  a 
arge  subsample  (as  Bell  &  Weinberg  have  done) 
from  a  sample  of  all  homosexuals. 

Now  this  just  seesms  to  push  the  issue  to  a 
different  level;  i.e.,  is  San  Francisco  a  reasonable 
sample  of  homosexuals  in  the  U.S.  —  does  it 
include  all  types  of  gays,  or  is  it  a  deviant  sub¬ 
group  (as  would  be  psychiatric  patients).  For  the 
purpose  of  the  study,  the  only  necessity  was  that 
the  sample  be  likely  to  contain  a  wide  diversity  of 
homosexuals,  from  all  walks  of  life  and  all  sorts 
of  backgrounds.  We  can  surely  say  that  San 
Francisco  does  that.  It  is  naive  to  say  that  S.F. 
gays  are  so  esoteric  as  to  represent  only  a  severely 
limited  subset  of  us  all.  Anyone  who  has  spent 
some  time  there  observing  the  various  geographi¬ 
cal  settings  of  gays  in  the  Bay  area,  and  anyone 
who  has  spent  some  time  in  the  gay  world  at 
large,  anyone  who’s  done  this  would  see  that 
almost  every  type  of  gay  conceivable  is  repre¬ 
sented  in  S.F.  Thus  by  using  S.F.,  Bell  & 
Weinberg  seem  to  have  achieved  a  fair  cross- 
section  of  all  varieties  of  gays. 

For  the  purpose  of  the  study,  the  sampling 
process  is  pretty  good;  and  the  authors  have 
stuck  by  the  limits  of  their  sampling  technique. 
They  have  made  no  attempt  to  estimate  the  num¬ 
ber  of  “close-coupleds,”  etc.,  in  the  gay  world, 
but  simply  to  study  the  inter-relationships 
between  the  various  types.  Their  conclusions  are 
in  line  with  the  sampling  process  —  there  is  no 
need  to  attempt  to  invalidate  the  work  because  of 
its  sampling. 

It  would,  of  course,  have  been  nice  to  have  had 
a  national  sample;  then  more  of  the  various 
dimensions  of  homosexuality  could  have  been 
studied.  But  that  was  not  the  purpose  of  the 
study,  and  would  not  have  been  possible  anyway. 
The  level  of  support  by  the  NIMH  —  $278,000 
—  is  a  mere  pittance  for  any  large  scale  study. 

There  are  problems  with  the  study  —  it  is  vc  . 
poorly  written,  and  yes,  it  does  present  nothing 
startlingly  new.  But  its  very  lack  of  newness  is 
important  —  it  shows  us  how  well  we  work 
intuitively  from  the  very  limited  sample  of  our 
own  everyday  life  experiences,  and  it’s  good 
evidence  to  the  straights  that  we  aren’t  so 
threatening. 

There  are  other  problems  —  Mr.  Etherington 
and  1  discussed  them  in  detail  before  his  review 
and  he  has  covered  them  well.  The  questioni^jf 
statistical  methodology,  and  the  static  nature  of 
the  types  are  both  important.  And  Ms.  Walker’s 
suggestion  that  it  emphasizes  gay  male  life  is 
certainly  valid. 

The  importance  of  the  book  should  not, 
however,  go  un-stressed.  It  is  a  major  work  in  the 
academic  level  study  of  homosexuality.  It  has 
introduced,  new  multi-dimensional  ways  of 
looking  at  us  that  have  not  been  used  in 
homosexual  research.  Because  of  its  stamp  of 
legitimacy  from  the  Institute  of  Sex  Research  and 
the  NIMH,  the  study  and  the  methodology  have 
received  wide  attention,  attention  that  has  been 
largely  favorable  to  us.  It  will  probably  also  be 
particularly  good  in  dissipating  the  bad  parts  of 
San  Francisco’s  image  as  “a  fag  city  by  the  bay.” 

Some  of  the  criticism  of  the  book  should  be 
leveled  at  the  NIMH,  not  at  the  authors.  With 
better  funding,  many  of  the  problems  could  have 
been  resolved.  And  it’s  very  easy  to  understand 
that  the  male  emphasis  of  the  study  was  due  to 
NIMH  push. 

The  book  is  not  another  Sexual  Behavior  in  the 
Human  Female  (or  Male),  but  it  wasn’t  intended 
to  be.  George  Fields’s  review  probably  best  illus¬ 
trates  the  proper  place  of  the  book  —  as  an  im¬ 
portant,  laudable  piece  of  research  —  but  not  as 
the  final  definitive  ‘answer’.  Let’s  hope  that  the 
possibilities  of  future  research  on  sexuality  will 
not  be  squashed  because  of  comparisons  to  Kin¬ 
sey’s  works. 

Don  Barrett 

_ Medford,  MA 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER 
GCN  is  looking  for  an  Advertising 
Manager.  We  need  dedication  and 
innovation!  Job  includes  working  with 
staff  of  ad  reps.  Base  salary  plus  com¬ 
mission.  Contact  Richard  at  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108,  or  call 
426-4469.  Please  include  resume. 

Distribution  Manager 
We  need  someone  to  do  our  local 
distribution  route.  This  is  a  part-time 
position.  $40/wk  &  all  the  papers  you 
can  read.  Call  GCN,  426-4469.  You’d 
leed  transportation. 

Wednesday  Nights 

We  need  help  in  our  Circulation  and 
Promotions  Departments  on  Wednes¬ 
day  nights  between  5  and  8  p.m.  So  if 
you  don’t  already  come  Ok  Thurs.  or 
Fri.  nights,  come  Wednesday! 
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Texas  Democrats  Say  No  to  Gay  Rights  Plank 


—Advertisement 

Efforts  to  treat  VD  out  of  existence  have 
failed.  Therefore  we  must  learn  to  prac¬ 
tice  VD  PREVENTION  through  personal 
hygiene.  For  better  health  here  are  some 
highlights  from  our  booklet— 

JHLNEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 

FOR  EVERYONE 

Page  2:  The  Sexually  Active  Male 
Careful  washing  after  sex  will  reduce 
the  possibility  of  catching  VD. 

The  germs  that  cause  syphilis  and  gon¬ 
orrhea,  as  well  as  some  other  sexually 
transmitted  diseases,  are  sensitive  to 
‘soap  and  water.  Wash  before  sex  for  hy¬ 
gienic  purposes. 

Immediately  After  Intercourse: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft 
mushy  soap  into  urinary  opening.  Rinse. 
Repeat  procedure.  Then  urinate  (which 
may  sting).  Extended  exposure  or  delay 
before  washing  diminishes  the  effective¬ 
ness  of  this  preventive  measure. 

Washing  is  doubly  important  since  even 
in  the  absence  of  VD,  other  sexually 
transmitted  germs  can  cause  infections 
such  as  NGU  (non-gonococcal  urethritis) 
or  NSU  (non-specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act, 
use  water-soluble  preparations  that  will 
wash  away.  Do  not  use  an  oil  base  that 
can  leave  a  film  to  trap  germs. 

Note:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head 
of  the  penis  may  trap  germs  which  can 
cause  infections.  Therefore,  special  at¬ 
tention  should  be  given  to  washing  the  un- 
circumcized  penis. 

With  the  development  of  vaccines 
against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis,  personal 
hygiene  remains  necessary  to  prevent 
other  sexually  transmitted  diseases.  For 
example:  a  gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not  pre¬ 
vent  approximately  half  of  the  reported 
cases  of  male  urethritis  which  are  not 
gonorrhea. 

Page  3:  Some  Aspects  of  Personal  Hy¬ 
giene  for  Male  and  Female 

Some  infectious  germs  which  are  com¬ 
monly  found  in  the  lower  digestive  tract 
may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during 
certain  sex  activities.  Also  present  may  be 
parasites  which  cause  gastro-intestinal 
disorders  if  swallowed  (anal-oral  route). 

The  mucous  membranes  of  the  genito¬ 
urinary  system  are  highly  susceptible  to 
infection  by  some  of  these  germs  from 
the  rectum.  For  example:  As  a  result  of 
careless  cleansing  from  rectum  toward 
vagina  by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs 
are  easily  spread  to  the  vagina  where  they 
may  cause  infections,  and  from  which 
they  may  be  transmitted  during  vaginal,  as 
well  as  rectal,  intercourse.  Therefore, 
females  must  not  cleanse  in  the  direction 
of  rectum  to  vagina. 

Today  it  is  considered  that  excessive 
douching  may  disturb  the  chemical  bal¬ 
ance  of  the  vagina.  Frequency  and  content 
should  be  discussed  with  a  physician. 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex 
can  be  greatly  aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low 
bathroom  fixture,  designed  to  facilitate 
washing  for  disease  prevention  and  pro¬ 
per  cleansing  after  toilet.  The  American 
public,  unfortunately,  has  never  been 
adequately  informed  as  to  the  advantages 
of  the  bidet,  and  it  is  not  found  in  homes 
or  hotels  in  the  United  States,  whereas  in 
many  parts  of  the  world  it  is  widely  used 
and  significant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good 
hygiene  requires  careful  washing  of  geni¬ 
tal  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex. 

*  *  # 

Men  &  Women:  This  is  only  the  beginning 
of  the  vital  information  contained  in  our 
widely  acclaimed  booklet.  Learn  also 
about: 

The  significance,  during  treatment,  of 
no  alcohol  or  sex  activity  which  may  irri¬ 
tate  the  GU  system,  delaying  cure. 

The  importance  of  a  follow-up  visit  to 
the  physician  to  see  if  further  treatment  is 
required. 

For  the  sexually  active  male— the 
commercially  available  germicidal  prepar¬ 
ation  (Sanitube" )  for  use  after  intercourse 
to  prevent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis. 

For  the  sexually  active  female—  cer¬ 
tain  commercially  available  vaginal  contra¬ 
ceptive  foams,  creams,  suppositories  and 
jellies,  which  also  have  germicidal  proper¬ 
ties  that  may  prevent  VD. 

*  *  * 

Send  your  tax-free  contribution  for  a 
copy  (quantities  available).  We  need  your 
support.  Learn  these  facts  and  teach  your 
friends.  Help  us  distribute  these  booklets 
and  educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR 

THE  PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

93  Worth  Street 
New  York,  NY  10013 


FORT  WORTH,  TX  —  Delegates  to 
the  Texas  Democratic  Party  Conven¬ 
tion  killed  a  minority  resolution  in  sup¬ 
port  of  gay  rights.  The  delegates  also 
voted  to  table  a  minority  plank  expres¬ 
sing  opposition  to  abortion. 

The  Lesbian/Gay  Democrats  of 
Texas,  a  newly  formed  caucus  in  the 
Democratic  Party,  proposed  the  gay 
rights  plank.  Kathy  Deitsch  of  the 
caucus  told  GC7V  that  members  were 
“pleased  that  we  were  able  to  get  it  [the 
resolution]  on  the  floor  ...  it  seemed 
we  had  numerous  obstacles  to  over¬ 
come.” 

One  delegate  opposed  to  the  gay 
rights  measure  stated  during  an  open 
debate  on  the  issue,  “If  I  were  a  black 
or  Mexican  American,  I  would  be 
highly  insulted  to  be  placed  on  a  par 
with  a  you-know-what.” 


The  Minority  Report  Resolution 
which  was  debated  and  finally  defeated 
stated:  “Whereas  the  rights  of  each 
individual  citizen  must  be  given  equal 
protection,  and  whereas  the  rights  of 
any  group  are  denied,  justice  for  all  is 
diminished.  Be  it  therefore  resolved 
that,  we  the  Democrats  of  Texas 
hereby  go  on  record  as  calling  for  an 
end  to  discrimination  against  individ¬ 
uals  because  of  sexual  or  affectional 
preference  in  employment,  housing, 
public  accommodations,  credit,  public 
facilities,  government  funding,  child 
custody,  and  visitations,  and  for  repeal 
of  Section  21.06  of  the  Texas  Penal 
Code.” 

The  change  in  the  Penal  Code  in 
Texas  would  have  made  that  state  the 
twentieth  in  the  nation  to  decriminalize 
al  consensual  sex  acts  between  adults. 


The  section  specifically  prohibits  sex 
between  adults  of  the  same  sex. 

Despite  the  vote  to  table  the  resolu¬ 
tion  on  gay  rights,  Lesbian/Gay 
Democrats  of  Texas’  Deitsch  said  the 
caucus  was  “ecstatic”  about  its  parti¬ 
cipation  in  the  State  Democratic  Con¬ 
vention.  Deitsch  added  that  party  lead¬ 
ership  at  the  Fort  Worth  meeting  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  gay  delegates  and  alter¬ 
nates  as  a  “model  caucus.” 

“We  positively  impacted  the  Con¬ 
vention,  as  we  attended  other  caucuses 
and  got  to  know  as  many  delegates  as 
possible.  We  have  a  great  deal  of  sup¬ 
port  in  Texas  among  our  Democratic 
colleagues  and  in  party  leadership,” 
Deitsch  said. 

Leaders  of  the  Gay  Caucus  met  with 
Texas  Lt.  Gov.  Bill  Hobby  and  gu¬ 
bernatorial  candidate  John  Hill. 


:  * ;  fc; 


David  Stockton,  Conductor 

Elizabeth  Phinney,  Soprano 
Beverly  Vaughn,  Mezzo 
Vincenzo  Manno,  Tenor 
David  Arnold,  Baritone 
Michael  Warren,  Boss 


CONCERT  OPERA 
ORCHESTRA  CHORUS 

Eric  Culver,  Director 

BOSTON  BOY  CHOIR 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Cambridge 

Theodore  Marier,  Director 


Sunday,  October  22  at  7:30  p.m. 

JORDAN  HALL 


Tickets  $7.50,  $6.00,  $4.50  at  the  door 


CONCERT 

OPERA 


ORCHESTRA 


OR  CALL 


THEATRE  CHARGE: 
426-8161 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS 

There  is  no  charge  for  this  service 


Jordan  Hall  Box  Office:  536-2412 
Students  $3.50 

This  performance  is  made  possible  in  part  by  ihe 
Massachusetts  Council  on  Ihe  Arts  and  Humanities 
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Interview:  Boston  Atty.  John  Ward  on  Rights  Under  the  Law 


By  Cindy  Stein 

BOSTON  —  More  than  most  groups 
in  society,  gay  people  are  likely  to 
come  in  contact  and  in  conflict  with  the 
Jaw.  While  the  status  "homosexual”  is 
not  illegal  per  se,  most  states  still  har¬ 
bor  laws  which  prohibit  homosexual 
practices,  and  employment  and  other 
types  of  discrimination  are  prevalent. 
For  these  reasons,  it  is  most  important 
that  the  gay  community  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  rights  it  does  have 
and  with  the  resources  available  to  it. 
One  such  resource  is  the  increasing 
availability  of  lesbian  and  gay  lawyers 
and  legal  workers.  John  Ward  is  an  at¬ 
torney  who  practices  in  Boston.  His 
clientele  is  almost  exclusively  gay  and 
he  himself  does  not  hide  his  personal 
gay  identity.  In  a  recent  interview  with 
him,  we  discussed  the  opportunities  for 
gay  attorneys,  the  police  and  his  own 
involvement  in  attempting  to  improve 
the  rights  of  gay  people. 

STEIN:  How  did  you  consciously  de¬ 
cide  to  open  your  practice  up  to  the 
gay  community  and  to  become  open¬ 
ly  gay  as  an  attorney? 

WARD:  It  certainly  wasn’t  my  idea 
when  I  went  to  law  school.  I  don’t 
know  what  my  idea  was.  When  I  was 
in  law  school  for  awhile,  I  played 
with  the  idea  of  becoming  a  big  time 
achiever  and  going  to  work  for  the 
corporate  firms.  You  know,  I  got  on 
the  Law  Review  and  that  sort  of 
thing  and  I  served  a  clerkship  with  a 
Federal  judge.  But,  I  decided  not  to 
work  for  a  big  firm,  not  because  of 
the  gay  issue,  but  because  generally 
they’re  uptight.  So  1  thought  I  might 
find  some  kind  of  government  job 
working  for  the  state  attorney  gen¬ 
eral  or  something  like  that.  But 


Atty.  John  Ward 


nothing  turned  up  so  I  went  into 
practice  and,  of  course  when  I  went 
into  practice,  there  was  no  question 
in  my  mind  that  it  would  be  to  help 
gay  people.  The  idea  kind  of  came 
naturally  to  me  to  kind  of  have  a 
community  practice. 

STEIN:  Since  you’ve  been  practicing, 
have  you  encountered  any  problems 
from  the  legal  or  criminal  justice 
systems  because  you  are  gay? 

WARD:  No,  surprisingly  little.  I  mean 
I  have.  .  .  .  The  first  time  I  spoke 
with  [Suffolk  County]  D.A.  Garrett 
Byrne’s  soon-to-depart  First  Assist¬ 
ant,  John  Gagney,  when  I  called 
about  the  Hotline  [which  Byrne  in¬ 
stituted  in  response  to  the  so-called 


Revere  sex  scandal],  he  called  me 
“honey”  and  “dear.”  But  he’s  the 
exception,  rather  than  the  rule.  I  deal 
with  cops  all  the  time  and  they  all 
know  I’m  gay  and  it’s  never  been  a 
problem.  It’s  never  been  a  problem 
in  court. 

STEIN:  You  handle  cases  of  gay  men 
arrested  for  so-called  public  sex  acts. 
I  was  wondering  how  you  deal  with 
that  issue  politically  and  morally? 

WARD:  I  think  that  we  must  solve  the 
moral  and  political  issues,  if  there 
are  any  in  the  community,  ourselves 
and  not  hand  the  solution  over  to  the 
police.  I  don’t  have  any  problem  at 
all  representing  people  in  these  cases. 
When  you  say  “public,”  it’s  usually, 


believe  me,  well  hidden  and  unless 
the  police  are  there  on  safari,  no¬ 
body  gets  arrested.  It’s  a  waste  of 
taxpayers’  resources  and  has  an  ill 
effect  on  the  attitudes  of  the  police. 

STEIN:  How  do  you  deal  with  the 
police?  Do  you  feel  their  attitudes 
are  changing? 

WARD:  The  lower  level  police  are  in 
the  same  boat  as  everybody  else.  I 
think  the  target  should  be  middle 
management.  1  think  the  police 
should  get  the  message  that  it  will  be 
expensive  and  annoying  to  mistreat 
gay  people.  The  only  way  to  do  that 
is  through  informing  people  of  their 
rights  and  through  litigation. 

STEIN:  You  just  attended  a  confer¬ 
ence  in  San  Francisco  entitled  “A 
Symposium:  Gay  Rights  and  the 
Law.”  Can  you  talk  a  little  bit  about 
that? 

WARD:  It  was  the  first  of  its  kind, 
sponsored  by  the  Gay  Law  Students 
Association  of  Hastings  College  of 
Law  and  joined  with  the  Law  Stu¬ 
dent  Division  of  the  American  Bar 
Association. 

I  think  it  served  a  number  of  pur¬ 
poses.  First  of  all,  from  the  point  of 
view  of  students,  it  brought  together 
students  from  all  over  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  area  and  also  from  all  over 
California  and  the  West  .  .  .  gay  law 
students,  who  I  think  suffer  a  little 
more  than  most  law  students  in  the 
sense  of  alienation  which  goes  with 
law  school.  I  think  that  it  was  good 
for  them  to  get  together  and  also  to 
realize  that  there  were  alternatives 
for  an  openly  gay  lawyer  to  trying  to 
hide  in  the  world  of  the  corporate 
law  firm. 

I  think  that  law  students,  1  know 
Continued  on  Page  8 
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Attorney  John  Ward 


I  was,  are  very  paranoid  if  they’re 
gay  about  being  found  out. 

The  purpose  of  the  conference  was 
to  discuss  substantive  law.  And  for 
that  purpose,  various  panel  discus¬ 
sions  were  organized.  They  ran  the 
range  of  topics  from  criminal  law, 
which  I  participated  in,  to  employ¬ 
ment  discrimination,  legislative  lob¬ 
bying,  administrative  lobbying,  gay 
prisoners,  the  usual  sort  of  thing. 
There  was  some  criticism,  as  was 
‘expected,  that  there  was  too  much 
data  to  be  absorbed  in  a  weekend. 
The  plan  is  to  have  another  confer¬ 
ence  next  year.  We  feel  that  certain¬ 
ly  it  was  worth  repeating  and  we 
hope  it  will  be  in  the  East  next  year 
so  that  we  won’t  have  to  travel  so 
far. 

STEIN:  Where  there  any  major  out¬ 
comes  from  the  conference? 

WARD:  A  bunch  of  us  involved  in 
legal  public  interest  groups,  as  exist 
in  New  York,  Texas,  and  in  San 
Francisco,  got  together  and  we 
agreed  to  form  an  umbrella  organ¬ 
ization  that  leaves  autonomous  vari¬ 
ous  local  gay  legal  groups,  but  co¬ 
ordinates  our  efforts  nationally  for 
fundraising  purposes  and  to  share 
information  on  a  regular  basis;  to 
have  a  legal  brief  bank  in  a  central 
location  which  for  the  moment  will 
be  in  San  Francisco.  It’s  going  to 
take  awhile  to  get  going,  it’s  a  hell  of 
a  big  project. 

STEIN:  You’re  presently  involved  in 
forming  a  public  interest  legal  group 
for  gays  in  Boston  called  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders 
(GLAD).  I  think  it  would  be  correct 
to  say  that  what  you  want  to  form  is 
a  sort  of  ACLU  for  the  gay  commu¬ 
nity  specifically? 


Continued  from  Page  7 

WARD:  Yes,  that’s  more  or  less  it. 
You  wouldn’t  have  to  worry  about 
charging  fees  or  making  a  profit. 
You  could  have  a  staff,  some  full 
time,  some  part  time,  for  litigating 
things  of  concern  to  the  gay  commu¬ 
nity.  And  here  in  Boston,  there  are 
certainly  enough  issues  that  are  ripe 
for  litigation.  I  think  that  while  liti¬ 
gation  is  not  always  the  answer,  it’s 
a  good  way  to  demonstrate  serious¬ 
ness  of  purpose  to  people.  I  think  it 
needs  to  be  made  clear  to  the  police 
and  to  public  officials  generally.  For 
example,  when  the  Boston  Gay 


for  each  officer,  if  overtime  is  con¬ 
sidered. 

Maglio’s  case  is  somewhat  different. 
A  29-year -  veteran  of  the  force,  he  is 
nearing  retirement  and  not  looking  for 
promotion.  In  addition,  the  charges 
against  him  are  more  matters  of  negli¬ 
gence  than  actual  misconduct.  (Some 
observers  at  the  hearings,  police  and 
civilians,  had,  in  fact,  predicted  he 
would  be  acquitted  of  the  charges.)  His 
one-week  suspension  —  which  another 
superior  officer  told  GCN  was  “quite 
severe  in  view  of  the  circumstances”  — 
amounts  to  a  fine  of  about  $455. 

Clifford  and  Gillespie  were  both 
transferred  from  District  Four  shortly 
after  the  incident  to  District  Eleven 
(Dorchester).  Maglio  was  recently 
transferred  to  the  Bureau  of  Field 
Services  at  police  headquarters. 

Officer  Albert  Kniupis  of  the  Infor¬ 
mational  Services  Unit  told  GCN  that 
the  penalties  appeared  consistent  with 
those  given  to  officers  facing  similar 
charges. 

The  most  severe  punishment  Jordan 


Speakers  Bureau  tried  to  get  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Public  Library  facilities,  -  they 
were  summarily  turned  down  be¬ 
cause  that’s  the  way  governmental 
officials  were  used  to  dealing  with 
gay  groups.  But  when  we  sent  them 
a  copy  of  the  complaint  we  proposed 
to  file  in  Federal  District  Court, 
they  capitulated  and  voluntarily 
gave  the  Bureau  what  it  wanted.  I 
think  some  governmental  practices 
are  so  bad  that  they’re  ripe  for  litiga¬ 
tion.  Later,  you  reach  a  point  where 
government  gets  more,  sophisticated 
in  its  forms  of  discrimination  and 
litigation  becomes  counterproductive 
and  only  serves  to  tie  up  a  lot  of 


could  have  given  would  be  termination 
of  employment.  That  was  recently 
done  in  the  case  of  two  officers  in 
District  Two  (Roxbury)  who  attempted 
to  extort  money  from  a  cab  driver 
whom  they  arrested  for  receiving  stolen 
goods. 

However,  police  officers  invariably 
appeal  departmental  decisions  to  the 
Massachusetts  Civil  Service  Commis¬ 
sion,  which  is  notoriously  pro¬ 
employee  and  usually  reinstates 
discharged  workers  —  with  full 
benefits  and  back  pay.  A  female  police 
officer,  discharged  more  than  two 
years  ago  for  having  sex  with  an  off- 
duty  male  officer  while  she  was 
supposed  to  be  guarding  a  prisoner, 
was  recently  reinstated  by  the  state 
board. 

Thus,  there  may  have  been  a  consci¬ 
ous  effort  in  this  case  to  arrive  at  a 
punishment  which  would  be  both  ade¬ 
quate  for  the  infractions  and  likely  to 
“stick”  if  appealed  to  the  state  board 
or  to  the  courts.  The  Boston  Police 
Patrolmen’s  Association,  which  repre- 


your  resources.  At  this  point,  how¬ 
ever,  it’s  my  opinion  that  it’s  acutely 
necessary. 

STEIN:  What  are  your  personal  and 
professional  objectives  for  the  fu¬ 
ture? 

WARD:  I  would  love  to  do  some  cases 
that  change  the  law.  I  would  like  to 
be  in  a  position  where,  particularly 
with  respect  to  criminal  defendants, 
a  client  would  never  be  turned  away 
from  my  office  because  of  fees. 

I  would  also  like  to  find  time  to  do 
my  own  life,  which  I  don’t  have  right 
now,  and  get  out  of  this  and  stay 
home  and  bake  bread. 


sented  Clifford  and  Gillespie,  is  well- 
known  for  exhausting  all  avenues  of 
appeal  for  the  benefit  of  its  members. 
Possible  Effects 

The  most  significant  likely  effect  of 
the  discharges  will  be  general  deter¬ 
rence  —  i.e.,  future  brutality  cases  may 
be  prevented.  Most  officers  in  District 
Four,  which  includes  Boston’s  heavily 
gay  Back  Bay  and  South  End  areas, 
have  been  watching  for  the  outcome  of 
the  case.  They  have  all  been  lectured 
repeatedly  by  their  commander  about 
the  need  to  refrain  from  anti-gay 
harassment.  The  suspensions  are  likely 
to  indicate  to  them  that  the  police 
commard  is  serious  about  the  issue. 

In  the  next  few  weeks,  however,  it 
will  be  important  to  watch  for  any 
possible  retaliatory  action  by 
Clifford’s  and  Gillespie’s  brother  offi¬ 
cers  —  such  as  increased  arrests  of 
male  prostitutes.  But  one  officer  at 
District  Four  told  GCN  that  that  is 
quite  unlikely  because  “it  would  look 
too  suspicious.” 


Police  Officers  Suspended  Continued  from  Page  1 
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And  Group  Counseling 
Call  for  Workshop 
And  Group  Info. 
739-2200  (ext.  58) 
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U.S.  Senate  Continues  Debate  on  ERA  Extension  Measure 


ERA  supporters  rally  for  Senate  passage  of  extension  measure. 


WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Proponents 
of  the  extension  of  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment  continued  their  battle  for 
ratification  of  the  extension  by  the 
U.S.  Senate  this  past  week.  Opponents 
of  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  for 
ratification  of  the  embattled  amend¬ 
ment  were  defeated  in  two  quick  votes, 
as  GCN  went  to  press. 

The  ERA  extension  measure  has  al¬ 
ready  been  passed  by  the  House.  It 
would  give  states  until  June  30,  1982  to 
ratify  the  amendment. 

The  Senate  voted  64  to  26  this  week 


against  an  amendment  to  allow  all 
states  that  have  approved  the  ERA  to 
reverse  the  action.  The  Senate  then 
voted,  58  to  33,  against  another 
amendment  to  require  a  two-thirds- 
majority  for  approval  of  the  extension. 

Another  expected  vote  this  week  is 
an  effort  to  allow  states  to  rescind 
earlier  approval.  Only  35  of  the 
required  38  states  have  approved  the 
rights  amendment.  Both  opponents 
and  supporters  of  ERA  agree  that 
without  the  extension,  chances  for 
final  ratification  before  the  March 
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1979  deadline  are  nearly  nil. 

There  have  been  efforts  by  four 
states  to  reverse  their  approval  of 
ERA.  Constitutional  scholars  are 
sharply  divided  on  whether  this  is 
permissible. 

The  amendment  still  in  the  way  of 
Senate  approval  of  the  extension  would 
allow  a  rescission  vote  only  if  it  oc¬ 
curred  during  the  extended  ratification 
period.  This  means  the  four  states  that 
have  voted  to  rescind  would  have  to 
vote  on  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment 
all  over  again. 

Proponents  of  the  amendment  have 
reportedly  stated  that  they  would  let 
the  ERA  extension  die  in  the  Senate 
rather  than  accept  the  amendment  al¬ 
lowing  rescission. 


Meanwhile,  while  the  Senators  de¬ 
bated  the  extension  measure,  the  U.S. 
Justice  Department  issued  a  report  to 
the  White  House  which  stated  that  sex 
discrimination  in  government  hiring 
and  promotion  practices  is  so  prevalent 
it  will  take  at  least  a  generation  to 
overcome. 

The  Task  Force  on  Sex  Discrimina¬ 
tion  reported  that  a  review  of  hiring, 
promotion  and  other  policies  of  63 
federal  agencies  revealed  widespread, 
but  diminishing,  sex  discriminination. 

Most  agencies  reportedly  responded 
promptly  when  urged  to  change  their 
policies,  but  some,  including  the  Dept, 
of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare, 
have  been  slow  to  act,  the  Task  Force 
said. 


Rizzo  Gives  Qualified  Support 


PHILADELPHIA  —  The  outspoken 
mayor  of  this  city,  Frank  Rizzo,  has 
announced  that  he  supports  “civil 
rights  for  homosexuals.”  Speaking  to 
reporters  after  announcing  that  he 
would  campaign  to  change  the  City 
Charter,  Mayor  Rizzo  stated,  “I  want 
everybody  to  have  their  civil  rights,  in¬ 
cluding  homosexuals.” 

A  spokesperson  for  Rizzo,  a  former 
police  officer,  said  after  the  news  con¬ 
ference  that  the  mayor  would  not  push 
for  specific  legislation  banning  dis¬ 
crimination  against  gays.  A  bill  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  Philadelphia  City  Council 
in  1975,  which  would  have  banned  dis¬ 
crimination  against  gays  in  housing, 
jobs  and  public  accommodations,  was 
defeated. 

Another  measure  is  being  prepared 
by  the  Gay  Businessperson’s  Group  of 
Philadelphia.  Bill  Wood  of  the  GBG 
has  said  that  no  Council  member  has 
agreed  to  sponsor  the  proposed  meas- 

ure. 

Rizzo’s  clarified  support  is  report¬ 


edly  the  first  public  statement  by  the 
mayor  on  the  question  of  gay  rights  in 
this  major  Northeast  city.  He  did  not 
take  a  stand  on  the  bill  defeated  in 
1975.  Gay  rights  advocates  believed  at 
the  time  that  Rizzo  would  have  vetoed 
that  measure  had  it  been  favorably 
voted  upon. 

According  to  Bill  Wood,  quoted  in 
the  Philadelphia  Daily  News,  Rizzo’s 
recent  statements  would  not  bring  a 
flood  of  support  for  the  mayor  from 
the  gay  community.  Wood  noted  that 
many  gay  people  in  Philadelphia  were 
upset  with  Rizzo,  who  made  an-^nti- 
gay  slur  when  discussing  his  political 
enemies.  Rizzo  was  widely  quoted  as 
saying  that  he  would  make  “Attila  the 
Hun  look  like  a  faggot”  in  getting  back 
at  his  detractors. 

Gay  business  person  Wood  also 
stated  that  the  mayor  used  “old  terms” 
like  “civil  rights”  and  “homosexuals” 
when  discussing  the  issue  of  rights.  “I 
don’t  think  he  would  ever  say,  ‘I’m  for 
gay  rights’,”  Wood  told  the  Daily 
News. 
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Mother  Boats 

Tales  From  Bygone  Days  in  California 


By  Allen  Young 

Tied  up  at  an  old  pier  in  Boston’s  North  End  is  a  1920s  vintage  wooden 
sailboat  named  the  Sofia,  an  international  floating  commune  that’s  been  in 
Boston  since  the  late  spring  while  its  members  earn  some  money  and  look  for  new 
people  to  join  their  crew.  One  of  the  Sofia’s  veteran  sailors  —  in  fact,  he’s  been 
interested  in  the  maritime  life  since  his  childhood  days  as  a  Sea  Explorer  —  is  a 
Californian  by  the  name  of  Mother  Boats. 

The  story  of  the  Sofia  belongs  in  the  Boston  Phoenix  or  the  Real  Paper,  but 
Mother  Boats’  involvement  in  what  he  terms  the  “bizarre  trips”  of  the  late  1960s 
and  early  1970s  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  must  not  be  lost  to  posterity.  These 
“trips”  include  the  Sexual  Freedom  League  (SFL),  the  pre-Stonewall,  San 
Francisco-based  Committee  for  Homosexual  Freedom  (CHF),  Berkeley’s  Gay 
Liberation  Front  Sherwood  Forest  headquarters,  and  the  Psychedelic  Venus 
Church  with  its  leader  Rev.  Jefferson  “Fuck”  Poland  and  its  pansexual  orgies. 


Early  in  the  sixties,  young  Mother  j 
Boats  was  a  student  at  Oregon  State  ' 
University,  enjoying  his  first  gay  expe¬ 
riences,  tentative  as  they  were,  with  his 
“brothers”  at  Pi  Kappa  Alpha  frater¬ 
nity.  “I  was  a  young  fascist,”  Boats 
recalls.  “I  was  really  opposed  to  all  the 
hippies.”  He  remembers  being  “on  the 
other  side”  in  1967  when  anti-war. 
activists  in  the  Berkeley-Oakland  area 
blocked  troop  trains. 

With  definite  military  ambitions  in 
mind,  Boats  joined  the  submarine 
service,  serving  on  the  Cusk  and  the 
Salmon  among  others,  hung  around 
with  the  handful  of  dope-smokers  on 
the  crew,  and  can  still  recall  “mad 


affairs”  with  a  cook  and  others  aboard 
one  of  the  subs  in  the  Far  East  in  1967. 
Shortly  after  leaving  the  service, 
Mother  Boats  was  arrested  when  local 
police  harassed  patrons  at  the  Brass 
Rail,  a  gay  bar  in  San  Diego. 

It  was  a  time  of  great  change.  Boats 
recounts:  “I  fell  in  love  with  this  young 
acid  queen  who  turned  me  on  my 
senior  year  in  college.  Because  of  the 
fact  that  I  was  gay  and  because  of  the 
fact  that  I  dropped  acid,  I  had  a  whole 
different  outlook,  and  when  1  went  in 
the  military  I  became  a  hippie  and  I 
became  anti-fascist.” 

Later,  when  Boats  became  a  civilian 
and  grew  his  hair  long,  he  remembers 
his  brothers  thinking  he  was  “under¬ 
cover  in  the  CIA.” 

A  San  Francisco  journalist  named 
Leo  Laurence  and  the  underground 
newspapers  that  printed  Laurence’s 
articles  played  an  important  role  in  this 
phase  of  Mother  Boats’  life  —  as  in  the 
life  of  other  early  gay  activists  on  the 
West  Coast.  “You  should  interview 
”  Boats  says.  “He  is  now  living  in 


San  Diego  and  he’s  just  passing  his  law 
degree.”  Mother  Boats,  even  while  still 
in  the  military,  had  subscribed  to  the 
Berkeley  Barb,  where  Leo  Laurence 
had  been  writing  about  sexuality,  espe¬ 
cially  bisexuality  and  homosexuality. 
“It  was  the  first  time  I  can  recall 
anyone  ever  saying  in  print  that  you 
should  be  gay  and  you  should  be  proud 
and  happy  to  be  a  homosexual,  that  it 
was  right-on  and  all  this  other  shit,  and 
I  just  thought  he  was  the  most  insane 
creature  you  could  possibly  imagine, 
totally  perverted  ...  I  couldn’t  believe 
this!”  Due  to  exchange  agreements 
among  the  underground  papers,  many 
of  Laurence’s  articles  were  picked  up 


and  published  in  the  East  Coast  by 
papers  such  as  New  York’s  East  Village 
Other. 

Upon  getting  out  of  the  military. 
Boats  got  involved  with  a  group  that 
had  been  publicized  in  the  Barb  —  the 
Sexual  Freedom  League.  It  was  based 
in  Berkeley,  Boats’  home  town  (“I  was 
born  in  Albany,  actually,  next  to  Ber¬ 
keley”).  At  one  Sexual  Freedom 
League  party,  Boats  met  Laurence,  but 
they  didn’t  really  get  to  know  one 
another  until  later,  after  the  Commit¬ 
tee  for  Homosexual  Freedom  was 
formed. 

“I  went  to  an  SFL  open  house,” 
Boats  explained,  “ostensibly  to  find  a 
liberal  woman  that  I  could  marry  that 
would  allow  me  to  be  bisexual.”  Boats 
spent  a  lot  of  time  with  Jefferson 
“Fuck”  Poland  (“He’s  gone  through  a 
lot  of  name  changes.  His  real  name 
now  is  Jefferson  Clitlick”)  and,  as 
Boats  put  it,  “Within  two  weeks  I 
realized  that  I  didn’t  have  to  be  any¬ 
body  other  than  what  I  was.  Being  with 
these  people  who  were  free  and  open 


and  lovable  was  what  I  wanted  to  do.” 

Boats  recalls  some  of  his  friends 
from  that  era.  One  was  Steve  Edwards, 
who  was  the  Acme  Beer  man  when 
Acme  Beer  was  trying  to  corner  the  gay 
market.  Describing  Edwards  as  a 
“muscle-bound  vegetarian  who  knew 
all  the  hippie  queens,”  Mother  Boats 
remembers  the  time  he  and  Edwards 
went  into  the  Bachanalia,  a  gay  bar  on 
Solano  Avenue  in  Berkeley.  Sandy 
Fields,  a  woman  Boats  had  seen  at  an 
SFL  meeting,  was  there. 

“She  came  over,”  Boats  recalls, 
“and  said,  ‘are  you  homosexual  or 
gay?’  and  at  that  point  in  time  you  just 
didn’t  ask  people  that  kind  of  ques¬ 
tion.  And  I  looked  at  her  and  read  her 
beads  real  quick  and  I  said,  ‘yes’.” 

Boats  and  Fields  became  friends  and 
went  to  SFL  parties  as  a  couple.  The 
league  had  a  couples-only  policy  — 
“You  had  to  come  as  a  couple,  cither 
gay  or  straight,  and  this  was  done  to 
keep  out  all  the  men,  a  lot  of  straight 
guys  who’d  pretend  they  were  gay  so 
they  could  get  in,  in  order  to  fuck  the 
‘chicks’,”  Boats  explained. 

“The  definition  of  sexual  freedom,” 
Boats  added,  “was  you  could  do  what¬ 
ever  you  wanted  to  do  as  long  as  it 
wasn’t  coercive.”  The  league  was 
dealing  with  issues  such_  as  nudity, 
nude  beaches,  childhood  sexuality, 
women’s  liberation,  censorship  in 
media  on  sexuality,  adultery,  fornica¬ 
tion,  extramarital  sex,  and  orgies. 

Other  friends  and  acquaintances 
mentioned  by  Boats  include  Karla  Jay, 
then  living  in  California;  Margo  and 
Frank  Esposito,  and  Audrey  Bailey. 
Around  this  time,  Leo  Laurence,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  SFL,  became  the 
focal  point  of  the  new  gay  awareness. 
“As  far  as  I’m  concerned,”  Boats 
states  forthrightly,  “gay  liberation  was 
founded  on  the  West  Coast,  April  3, 
1969,  at  3:30  in  the  mornjng.” 

He  continues:  “What  happened  was 
this.  Leo  Laurence  was  a  newswriter 
for  KGO  television,  the  ABC  affiliate. 
He  was  an  expert  writer.  He  had 
started  writing  for  Max  Scher,  pub¬ 
lisher  of  the  Berkeley  Barb,  was  com¬ 
menting  on  sexuality,  under  a  pseudo¬ 
nym,  but  then  he  decided  he  should  use 
his  real  name.  He  also  got  involved 
with  SIR  —  the  Society  for  Individual 
Rights  —  and  became  the  editor  of 
Vector,  but  he  was  kicked  off  for  being 
too  radical.”  SIR,  which  still  exists, 
was  then  a  Mattachine-style  organiza¬ 
tion,  part  of  the  old  homophile  move¬ 
ment.  “Leo  was  involved  with  this  guy 
Gale  Whittington.  For  some  reason  or 
other,  there  was  a  picture  of  him  and 
Gale  in  the  Barb,  supposedly  kissing.* 
Actually,  they  weren’t  kissing.  They 
were  both  looking  toward  the  camera, 
with  their  arms  around  each  other. 

“It  turned  out  that  Leo  published 
the  picture  without  Gale’s  permission, 
and  it  was  really  funny  because  Gale 
had  just  been  given  three  raises  at 
work.  He  was  a  file  clerk  at  State 
Steamship.  The  guy  who  Gale  worked 
for  came  in  with  the  Berkeley  Barb 
under  his  arm  and  said,  ‘You’re  fired!’ 

“As  soon  as  Leo  heard  about  this, 
he  felt  very  responsible,  because  he’s  a 
very  responsible  person.  Leo  and  Gale 
got  together  and  on  April  3  at  their 
apartment  they  decided  they  would 
form  a  committee.  Actually,  Leo  just 
told  me  three  or  four  months  ago  that 
he  had  tried  legal  recourses.  He  called 
up  the  ACLU  and  asked,  ‘What  can  we 
do  about  this,’  and  the  ACLU  said, 
‘Nothing!  The  only  thing  is  to  take  it  to 
the  streets!’  ” 

There  was  some  discussion  about 


what  name  should  be  taken,  and  Finally 
they  came  up  with  the  Committee  for 
Homosexual  Freedom  and,  Boats  says, 
“As  far  as  I  know  they  were  the  First 
group  to  go  on  the  streets  as  a  radical 
upfront  demonstration.  It  was  in  San 
Francisco  and  I  think  it  lasted  four  or 
five  weeks,  and  they  picketed  every 
noontime  for  an  hour,  and  I  remember 
hearing  on  the  radio  that  homosexuals 
were  on  the  streets,  the  queers  were  in 
the  street  protesting,  and  I  just 
couldn’t  believe  that  they  were  doing 
this! 

“Steve  Edwards  took  me  over  to 
CHF  meetings  over  on  Mission  Street 
in  the  back  of  a  place  called  Cabaret.  I 
walked  in  there  and  there  were  20  or  30 
guys.  All  the  people  at  the  meeting 
were  young  butch  hippie  gay  guys, 
masculine-identified,  with  beards,  long 
hair,  all  that  stuff.” 

Boats  remembers  meeting  Carl  Witt- 
man,  who  was  soon  to  pen  his  classic 
“Gay  Manifesto”  (Carl’s  in  Cambridge 
this  fall  on  leave  from  his  Oregon 
farm),  and  Pat  Brown.  “Pat  Brown,” 
Boafs  recalls,  “was  a  Maoist  and 
screamedabouthow  ‘we’re  not  going  to 
have  any  chairperson!  ’  ” 

Articles  about  Gale’s  firing  and  the 
pickets  at  State  Steamship  appeared  in 
the  Berkeley  Barb,  under  Leo  Lau¬ 
rence’s  by-line,  and  these  were  often 
reprinted  on  the  East  Coast.  “I  con¬ 
sider  Leo’s  stories  and  what  had  been 
happening  on  the  West  Coast  as  the  cat¬ 
alyst,”  Mother  Boats  states.  Within  a 
few  weeks,  the  Stonewall  rebellion  oc¬ 
curred,  the  term  “gay  liberation”  was 
coined,  and  “the  queens  were  on  the 
telephone  between  New  York  and  Cali¬ 
fornia,  talking  back  and  forth.” 

“Well,”  Boats  recalls,  “less  than 
two  weeks  later,  after  Stonewall,  there 
was  a  mass  meeting  —  which  I  have  on 
tape  —  with  50  or  60  people,  and  the 
two  groups  of  people,  from  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  Berkeley.  The  Berkeley 
people  said,  ‘We’re  Berkeley  and  we’re 
going  to  call  ourself  gay  liberation!’  ” 
Shortly  afterwards,  the  term  gay  liber¬ 
ation  was  adopted  by  San  Francisco 
activists  as  well  and  the  Committee  for 
Homosexual  Freedom  was  disbanded. 

Boats  recalls  the  busy  meetings,  sym¬ 
posiums  and  the  early  separation  of 
gay  men  from  lesbians  as  the  women 
were  involved  in  women’s  liberation. 
Both  the  gay  groups  and  the  women’s 
groups  had  office  space  in  a  church- 
owned  facility,  affiliated  with  the  Glide 
Foundation  and  named  Sherwood 
Forest.  This  was  located  just  across 
from  the  University  of  California’s 
Harmon  gymnasium,  a  popular  cruis¬ 
ing  spot  (“I  remember  one  of  our  gay 
bishops  went  over  there  and  blessed 
it,”  says  Boats). 

In  the  meantime,  the  sexual  freedom 
movement  was  experiencing  some 
splits.  The  “swinging  straights,”  Boats 
explains,  were  becoming  “more  and 
more  reactionary.”  They  wanted  it  all 
kept  “very  underground.”  They 
wanted  their  extra-marital  sex,  but  they 
had  jobs,  families,  houses,  and  were 
terrified  about  anybody  discovering 
them.  The  freaks,  -meanwhile,  were 
into  dope  and  sex  practically  as  sacra¬ 
ments,  and  eventually  Jefferson 
Poland  started  the  Psychedelic  Venus 
Church,  including  rituals  with  dope 
and  sex.  Boats  recalls  that  Poland 
wanted  to  have  a  ritual  with  “a  woman 
being  eaten  out  on  the  altar,”  and 
when  Boats  insisted  that  the  ritual 
show  sexual  equality,  Poland  agreed 
that  the  ritual  would  include  male-male 
sex. 

Continued  on  Page  16 


Mother  Boats  .  .  .  had  subscribed  to  the  Berkeley 
Barb,  where  Leo  Laurence  had  been  writing  about 
sexuality,  especially  bisexuality  and  homosexuality. 
“It  was  the  first  time  I  can  recall  anyone  ever  saying 
in  print  that  you  should  be  gay  and  you  should  be 
proud  and  happy  to  be  a  homosexual ...  I  couldn’t 
believe  this!” 
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Surviving  Enlightenment 

and  the  Gay  Liberation  Movement 


By  John-Michael  Williams 

Recently,  I  celebrated  the  eight  year  anniversary  of  my  first  coming  out. 
Emerging  from  the  potpourri  of  activity  that  surrounded  a  near  decade  of  active 
homosexuality  in  the  USA  and  looking  back  to  the  city  from  a  cozy  apartment  in 
Vermont,  at  last  1  can  see  the  air  of  my  identity  clearing. 

I  wouldn’t  risk  putting  you  into  a  literary  coma  by  relating  every  detail  of  the 
experience  but  if  there  is  one  word  that  sums  it  up  from  every  angle,  it  would  have 
to  be:  Survival.  If  nothing  else  can  be  said,  there  can  be  little  doubt  about  the  fact 
that,  somehow.  I’ve  managed  to  live  through  all  of  it.  I  have  participated  in  the 
conception,  birth  and  rebirth  of  the  new  gay  liberation  movement.  From  my  early 
activities  in  the  formation  of  Join  Hands  (a  gay  prisoners  group  in  San  Francisco) 
through  the  sweat  expelled  in  the  co-founding  of  the  GCN,  to  my  unsuccessful 
candidacy  for  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  I  have  completed  a  cycle. 


Though  everyone  is  appalled  by  fags 
who  claim  to  have  “done  it  all,”  I  will 
be  audacious  enough  to  say  that  “I  did 
a  lot.”  Survival.  I  have  survived  gay 
roller  skating  and  sad  relationships 
with  gay  politicians  and  gay  business- 
people  professing  to  be  “concerned  for 
gay  humanity”(but  who,  in  reality, 
turned  out  to  be  fast  talkers  in  the  swift 
pursuit  of  lining  their  own  gay  pock¬ 
ets).  I  have  lived  through  this  demon¬ 
stration  and  that  demonstration,  the 
endearment  of  Millet’s  Sexual  Politics, 
the  immense  embracement  of  The 
Front  Runner;  gay  contingents 
against  the  Vietnam  war,  the  rise  and 
fall  of  Anita  Bryant  and  the  popularity 
of  fist-fucking  in  “sophisticated” 
urban  areas.  I  have  seen  brilliant  gay 
leaders,  daring,  energetic  and  intelli¬ 
gent,  become  burned-out  street  junkies 
passing  out  free  cigarette  samples  in 
front  of  Woolworth’s  and  I  have  wit¬ 
nessed  other  burned-out  hippie-homo¬ 
sexuals  get  it  together  and  become 
‘eaders  of  the  movement.  Sometimes, 
it  was  like  watching  along,  tedious  Fel¬ 
lini  production,  at  other  times,  it  was 
like  hanging  onto  a  rotten  piece  of 
wood,  broken  off  my  own  sinking  ship 
and  swirling  in  the  whirlpool  waiting  to 
be  drowned.  Survival. 

It  was  all  Survival.  There  was  the  de¬ 
pression  surrounding  the  lie  of 
“coming  out,”  the  realization  that  the 
gay  world  is  only  the  world  and  that 
Prince  Charmings  don’t  go  to  discos 
and  prefer  subways  to  white  horses.  It 
was  the  bitterness  and  even  hate  of 
seeing  corruption  in  the  gay  commu¬ 
nity,  the  anger  born  out  of  the  frustra¬ 
tion  of  being  as  oppressed  by  your  own 
allies  as  you  were  by  the  opposing 
army. 

The  feelings  come  and  they  go.  One 
grows,  or  one  dies.  One  hangs  on  to  the 
wood  and  tries  not.  to  think  about  the 
whirlpool.  St  ;ing  the  others  drowning, 
you  are  helpless;  you  watch  the  whole 
damned  ship  go  down  and  you  just 
hang  on. 

Looking  back,  you  often  wonder 
how  serious  you  really  were  in  your 
struggles.  You  have  to  question  whe- 
t  ther  or  not  you  truly  loved  the  cause, 

!  or  if  it  was  just  the  image  of  being  a 
j  champion  of  causes  that  held  your  af¬ 
fections.  You  must  learn  to  respect 
your  past  and  who  you  were  in  the 
times  and  places  of  yesterday.  It’s  dif¬ 
ficult.  If  we  were  giddy  and  silly 
enough  to  have  embraced  the  plastic 
magic  of  platform  shoes,  the  New 
York  Hustle  and  the  Sixteen-Second- 
Amyl-Nitrate-Enlightenment,  we  also 
simultaneously  changed  the  American 
media,  reconstructed  several  formerly 
oppressive  laws  and  scared  the  shit  out 
of  the  mindless  thugs  who  since  have 
retired  from  the  practice  of  beating  up 
fairies. 

The  past  decade  of  gay  struggle  is  a 
chapter  in  the  history  of  the  world. 
Some  will  call  it  a  “Social  Revolu¬ 
tion,”  others  will  tag  it  "  a  phase  in  the 
evolution  of  a  culture”  and  of  course, 
there  will  be  many  who  will  say  that  “It 


didn’t  happen  at  all.”  But  it  did.  It’s 
difficult  indeed  to  put  one’s  finger  on 
the  second  that  changed  the  world;  to 
acknowledge  what  special  leaflet  did  it, 
or  what  certain  speech  said  it,  or  what 
march  made  it  all  clear  to  everyone. 
But  it  did  happen. 

Bette  Midler  sang  to  150,000  homo¬ 
sexuals  in  Washington  Square,  on  a  hot- 
summer’s  day  in  1973.  It  was  not  re¬ 
ported  by  all  the  news  services,  or  seen 
by  all  who  should  have  seen  it.  But  I 
maintain  that  the  world  heard  that 
shoddy  rendition  of  “Friends”  that 
was  sung  to  150,000  homosexuals  in 
Washington  Square  on  that  hot 
summer  day  in  1973.  In  spite  of  all  the 
confusion  surrounding  that  event,  all 
the  political  inadequacies  surging 
through  that  experience  and  all  the 
contradictions  that  existed  simultane¬ 
ously,  suspended  in  the  gel  of  struggle, 

I  believe  that  the  whole  world  was  in 
Washington  Square  in  the  shadow  of 
that  moment  and  saw  it  and  felt  it  and 
was  changed  by  it.  Believe  it  or  not,  it 
took  every  person  who  was  there  that 

day  and  every  iota  of  energy,  positive 
and  not,  righteous  and  apathetic,  to 
pull  it  off.  It  took  the  Superstars  and 
the  Quiet  Novas,  the  intellectual  phil¬ 
osophers  with  their  insight  and  the 
burn-outs  who  just  came  to  get  stoned 
and  cruise.  It  took  the  Puerto  Rican 
Transvestites  for  Liberation  and  the 
Lesbian  Feminists  against  Transvest- 
sim.  It  took  the  gay  artists  and  poets 
and  it  took  the  gay  computer  operators 
and  bank  managers.  Because,  when  the 
fog  finally  lifted,  when  the  anger  and 
the  fear  and  the  contradictions  were  „ 
silenced  for  that  short  span  of  time, 
when  an  overly  made-up,  semi-talented 
redhead  shuffled  in  high  platform 
shoes  across  that  stage,  belting  out 
“Friends,”  the  ear  of  the  world  was 
pressed  against  that  sound  system.  And 
it  heard. 

The  moments  of  political  orgasm 
were  intense  but  also  few  and  far  be¬ 
tween.  The  sequences  of  my  life  in 
which  I  was  totally  immersed  in  the 
struggle  for  gay  liberation,  were 
periods  of  real  sacrifice.  Poverty  was 
common  for  those  dedicated  individ¬ 
uals  who  worked  for  the  movement 
rather  than  the  buck.  My  residence  in 
1973  was  a  small  furnished  room  on 
Boston’s  Beacon  Street.  It  was  a  room¬ 
ing  house  cubicle  that  one  had  to 
ascend  five  long  flights  of  stairs  to 
reach.  It  was  a  perfect  oven  in  the 
summer  and  an  excellent  8’  by  12’ 
refrigerator  in  the  winter.  That  didn’t 
matter  much  since  it  was  only  slept  in 
and  most  of  my  time  was  absorbed  in 
activities  with  the  Gay  Community 
News,  the  Gay  Media  Watch,  or  in  the 
co-ordination  of  men’s  consciousness 
raising  groups. 

Being  in  the  forefront  of  gay  libera¬ 
tion,  did  not  reap  one  immense  adula¬ 
tion  from  the  gay  community  or  from 
the  rest  of  the  world.  Usually  you 
found  yourself  defending  your  philoso- 
phies-and  your  activities  to  other  gays 
who  seemed  to  make  a  career  out  of 


disagreeing  with  and  confronting  you. 
It  became  a  challenge  to  speak  a  sen¬ 
tence  that  rang  of  pure  truth  and  held 
within  it  not  one  molecule  of  sexism 
that  could  have  and  would  have  of¬ 
fended  the  nearest  lesbian-feminist 
within  audible  range.  It  was  difficult 
not  to  become  a  victim  since  both 
worlds,  gay  and  straight,  seemed  to 
always  object  to  the  way  you  did  things 
while  simultaneously  insinuating  that 
no  matter  how  much  you  did,  it  wasn’t 
enough.  At  first,  I  was  susceptible  to 
all  the  criticisms,  always  struggling  to 
defend  my  objectives  and  reasoning. 
Then,  I  came  up  with  a  line  that 
worked  well  for  virtually  all  of  my 
critics:  “Go-to-Hell.”  The  phrase 
“Go-to-Hell,”  became  very  popular 
with  me.  I  soon  learned  that  most 
people  who  confronted  you  were  de¬ 
termined  to  walk  away  angry  from  the 
word  “go”  anyhow,  so  I  began  giving 


them  what  they  wanted  in  one  sen¬ 
tence,  thus  saving  us  both  a  lot  of 
wasted  time  and  words. 

I  knew  what  activated  me  for  the 
most  part;  I  didn’t  see  myself  as  a  toy 
soldier  running  on  a  battery  charged 
with  “sexism,”  out  to  annihilate 
women,  gay  or  straight,  in  their  strug¬ 
gles.  So,  I  became  rather  hostile  and 
quite  frankly,  bored  with  incessant 
confrontations  with  those  individuals 
who  could  find  something  “sexist”  in 
an  act  as  innocent  as  chewing  bubble 
gum.  “Go-to-Hell.”  It  was  perfect. 
What  I  really  wanted  to  see  in  my 
lifetime  was  some  progress  in  neutral¬ 
izing  a  little  of  the  injustice  done  to  gay 
people.  I  wanted  to  initiate  changes 
that  would  prevent  that  injustice  from 
recurring.  Everyone  wanted  an  easy 
answer  to  the  problem.  Some  found  it 
convenient  to  blame  the  problem  on 
“Sexism”  or  “Racism,”  both  terms 
which  to  me  were  only  non-specific 
catch-alls  for  the  inadequacies  of 
society. 

Probably  the  worst  thing  that  occur¬ 
red  and  is  still  occurring  in  the  Gay 


Liberation  Movement,  is  the  business 
of  attitude  and  expectation.  It  seemed 
that  whenever  a  meeting  took  place  be¬ 
tween  gay  people,  everyone  showed  up 
with  an  aggressive  attitude  and  a 
trunkload  of  expectations.  I,  of  course, 
was  no  exception.  Rather  than  arriving 
with  a  positive  outlook  hoping  to  learn 
and  grow  with  other  people,  it  seemed 
that  most  individuals  came  to  meetings 
with  a  chip  on  their  shoulder,  an  atti¬ 
tude  and  an  unrealistic  expectation  to 
see  an  immediate  end  to  their  own  pet 
injustice,  be  it  sexism,  racism  or  what¬ 
ever.  As  a  result  of  this  selfish-deter¬ 
mination,  meetings  often  became 
chaotic  exchanges  of  verbal  abuse  with 
everyone  accusing  each  other  of  every¬ 
thing  from  perpetuating  sexism  to 
having  a  hand  in  the  Fall  of  Rome.  The 
harmony  and  unity  that  could  have 
come  from  the  realization  that  “We’re 
all  in  the  same  boat,”  never  happened. 


We  often  saw  one  another  as  obstacles 
or  oppressors  rather  than  friends,  com¬ 
rades,  brothers,  sisters,  or  just  people, 
all  imperfect,  all  with  good  intentions, 
all  struggling  with  the  same  burdens, 
trying  to  survive.  We  made  a  mistake 
when  we  attempted  to  focus  on  our 
differences  in  the  name  of  “owning 
up”  rather  than  embracing  the  com¬ 
mon  denominator  of  our  mutual  suf¬ 
fering.  We  let  the  anger  take  away  our 
compassion  and  we  all  paid  a  dear 
price  for  the  loss  that  resulted  in  our 
error  of  judgment. 

The  reality  of  it  all  was  just  too  pain¬ 
ful  for  many  to  accept.  The  reality  can 
be  narrowed  down  to  a  single  word: 
People.  No  one  wants  to  blame  the 
condition  of  the  world  and/or  their 
lives  on  that  rather  specific  noun,  be¬ 
cause  when  you  make  people  the  object 
of  all  the  problems  you  bring  it  on 
home;  that  is  when  you  cut  off  the 
escape  route  from  your  own  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  whole  thing. 

It’s  easier  to  be  aggressive  and  con¬ 
front  the  sexism,  racism  and  injustices 
Continued  on  Page  17 


John-Michael  Williams 

/  maintain  that  the  world  heard  that  shoddy  rendition 
of  “ Friends ”  that  Was  sung  to  150,000  homosexuals 
in  Washington  Square  on  that  hot  summer  day  in 
1973.  In  spite  of  all  the  confusions  surrounding  that 
event,  all  the  political  inadequacies  surging  through 
that  experience,  and  all  the  contradictions  that 
existed  simultaneously  ...  I  believe  that  the  whole 
world  was  in  Washington  Square  in  the  shadow  of 
that  moment  and  saw  it  and  felt  it  and  was  changed 
bv  it. 
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ODYSSEY  OF  A  UNICORN 


By  Nancy  Walker 

Originally,  this  column  had  a  very 
different,  zippier  beginning.  I  had 
made  some  sarcastic  comments  about 
how  monogamous  relationships  were 
“out”  and  sexual  smorgasbord  was 
“in,”  how  the  gay  liberationist  politi¬ 
cos,  and  those  who  were  sophisticated 
ahd  unfettered  chose  a  way  more  wild 
than  wedded.  I,  of  course,  in  my  secret 
heart  of  hearts  always  believed  that 
being  in  love  was  the  only  way  to  go, 
but  1  also  believed  that  very  few  others 
agreed  with  me.  Therefore,  it  was  with 
great  delight  that  I  found  in  Homosex¬ 
ualities,  the  book  to  which  the  whole 
feature  section  of  this  paper  was  de¬ 
voted  (Number  10),  that  women  in 
“closed  couples,”  those  living  in  mo¬ 
nogamous  relationships,  were  the  hap¬ 
piest  and  had  the  best  self  image  of  all 
the  gays  (and  straights  for  that  matter) 
in  the  survey.  The  survey  was  based  on 
a  small  sampling  in  the  San  Francisco 
Bay  area,  but  it  was  gratifying  to  me 
anyway. 

Still,  I  imagine,  the  myth  persists, 
the  myth  that  being  uncommitted  to 
any  particular  individual,  in  a  total 
way,  is  the  most  blissful  of  all  possible 
states.  There  must  still  be  many,  many 
people  who  are  a  bit  timid  about  con¬ 
fessing  their  own  romantic  tendencies. 
The  romantic  ideal  is  supposed  to  be 
unattainable  and  therefore  one  should 
not  seek  it  because  one  will  not  find  it, 
and  then  what  happens  to  the  poor  dis¬ 
appointed  seeker?  I  agree,  one  should 
not  seek  what  is  unattainable.  But  the 
fulfillment  of  a  romantic  ideal  is  not 
unattainable.  I  want  to  share  some¬ 
thing  very  special  with  you  because  I 
suspect  that  some  people  “out  there” 


The  Fulfillment  of  the  Romantic  Ideal 


among  my  readers  need  re- 
enforcement  in  their  love,  as  opposed 
to  their  sex,  lives.  Friends,  it  is  all  right 
to  fall  in  love  and  stay  that  way. 
Honest,  it  is. 

Early  this  summer  my  lover  and  I  at¬ 
tended  a  party  in  a  home  near  the  sea. 
The  fete  was  in  honor  of  the  union  of 
two  quite  remarkable  women  whom  I 
shall  call  Ann  and  Julia.  Between  them 
they  have  eleven  children.  They  had 
both  been  married  to  very  comfortably 
fixed  husbands  and  had  beautiful 
houses  and  the  amenities  that  usually 
accompany  opulence  and  physical 
beauty. 

Both  of  them  were,  and  still  are, 
devout  Catholics.  In  fact  it  was 
through  their  common  religious  com¬ 
mitment  that  they  met  and  became 


friends  six  years  ago.  As  their  friend¬ 
ship  grew  and  deepened,  they  began  to 
realize  that  something  more  than 
friendship  was  stirring  in  them,  and 
they  frankly  didn’t  understand  their 
feelings  orquite  know  what  to  do  about 
them. 

It  was  fully  three  years  before  they 
understood  that  they  were  falling  in 
love.  The  discomfort  they  experienced 
when  seeing  one  another  with  their 
husbands,  the  otherwise  inexplicable 
jealousy,  the  yearning  to  be  more  and 
more  together,  which  was  upsetting 
and  even  frightening  when  viewed 
through  stereotypically  straight  eyes, 
became  quite  understandable  when  the 
true  nature  of  those  feelings  was  finally 
recognized.  So,  by  facing  the  increas¬ 


ingly  evident  facts,  step  one  was  ac¬ 
complished.  But  where  did  they  go 
from  here? 

Two  large,  well-established  families, 
complicated  legal  matters  and  valuable 
property  were  all  involved.  And,  worst 
of  all,  time  and  distance  separated 
them.  They  vacationed  in  different 
areas.  They  travelled  because  of  hus¬ 
bands  and  families.  They  lined  the  poc¬ 
kets  of  Ma  Bell  because  they  couldn’t 
tolerate  the  empty  space  between  them. 

Pressure  built  to  the  boiling  point. 
Each  was  alone,  when  they  were  not 
together,  with  thoughts  and  feelings 
impossible  to  reveal  to  anyone  else.  At 
the  end  of  her  rope,  in  desperation, 
Ann  placed  a  panic  call  to  Boston 
Daughters  of  Bilitis  (DOB),  and 
reached  one  of  the  officers  of  the  orga¬ 
nization  who  was  so  touched  by  the 
situation  Ann  described,  that  she  in¬ 
vited  Ann  to  bring  Julia  to  meet  some 
of  the  lesbians  in  Boston. 

Now  “lesbian”  was  a  word  that  our 
heroines  most  likely  had  not  thought  of 
in  connection  with  themselves.  Their 
whole  world,  their  total  social  outlook 
and  milieu,  was  absolutely  straight  and 
conservative.  No  inkling  of  revolution 
had  played  a  part  in  their  existence, 
and  yet  here  they  were,  offered  a  help¬ 
ing  hand  by  women,  the  contemplation 
of  whom  must  have  conjured  up  vis¬ 
ions  of  creatures  strange  and  awesome. 

This  is  where  my  lover  and  I  enter 
the  picture.  We  were  invited  by  our 
friends  at  DOB  to  a  house  party  where 
we  met  the  two  “new”  women.  They 
both  looked  like  models  out  of  Vogue, 
and  I  do  not  mean  this  in  a  negative 
way.  They  were  beautiful,  beautifully 
dressed,  beautifully  groomed. 
Somewhat,  I  thought  at  first,  out  of 
place.  Were  they  “slumming”?  Had 
they  come  to  “look”  at  us  like  mon¬ 
keys  in  a  zoo?  What  was  their  angle? 
Were  they  the  bored  wives  of  rich  men? 

Continued  on  Page  16 


SERENDIPITY 

L  The  Antiques  Show 
you’ve  been  waiting  for 
coming 

Sunday,  Oct.  15,  1978. 
11am  -  6pm 

Travelodge.  1200  Beacon  St. 
CoolidQe  Corner,  Brookline 

I  Convenient  MBTA  Green  Line  transportation  1 
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think  straight 
be  Gay 

Over  600  Good  Gay  &  Lesbian  titles,  including: 


OUR  RIGHT  TO  LOVE, 

A  Lesbian  Resource  Book . $10.95 

THE  CHURCH  &  THE  HOMOSEXUAL, 

Paperback  .  2.25 

A  FAMILY  MATTER,  Parents  Guide 

to  Homosexuality . 7.95 

LOVING  SOMEONE  GAY .  1.95 

TAKING  CARE  OF  MRS.  CARROLL..  7.95 

GROWING  UP  GAY,  revised .  1.25 

LESBIAN  AND  GAY 

PERIODICAL  LISTING . 25 


On  mail  orders,  add  25<t  per  item,  minimum  50<p 


Send  25C  to  receive  catalog.  (2 1 2)  255-8097 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop 

15  Christopher  Street,  New  York  City  10014 


"Pure  enchantment" 

Boston  Phoenix 

"Amusing,  moving, 
and  engaging" 


Boston  Ledger 


created  and  played  by 

Neil  Armstrong 


Sept.  14  -  Oct.  14 
The  French  Library 

426-5921 


SAPPHO  II  is  your  home  to 
explore  the  Virgin  Islands. 

.  All  charters  begin  and  end  at  noontime 
Saturday  to  Friday.  The  price  structure  is 
based  on  $500.00  per  person  for  the  seven  days 
which  take:.'  care  of  all  the  normal  expenses  for 
the  yacht  to  he  fully  provisioned  with  a  good 
supply  of  food  and  drinks.  There  will  be  the 
standards:  rum,  bourbon,  scotch,  gin,  and 
vodka  to  drink  plus  a  select  variety  of  the  down 
island  tropical  drink  specials.  We  would  like  to 
know  ahead  of  time  if  you  have  any  special 
dietary  requirements.  SAPPHO’s  chartering 
program  is  geared  for  special  group  requests, 
accommodating  six  passengers,  wnether  they 
are  all  women,  all  men,  or  mixed  groups. 

The  crew,  your  Captain  and  Mate,  are  very 
professional  women,  congenial,  and  qualified 
to  handle  and  compliment  any  situation.  Their 
main  objective  is  to  make  the  best  use  of  your 
vacation  time  that  is  so  precious  to  you. 

If  the  trip  is  put  together  for  the  purpose  of 
scuba  diving  instruction,  we  can  provide  a 
course  with  certification  available  for  an 
additional  $50.00  per  person. 

SAPPHO  II  is  not  an  ordinary  charter  boat; 
she  is  a  boat  truly  geared  for  fun  and 
adventure,  so  if  you've  wondered  If  your  day 
would  ever  come,  it’s  here! 

For  charter  information,  contact: 

Ceil  O’Brien  (305)  771-7948 
5900  NE  22nd  Way,  Apt.  822 
_ Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL  33308 
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Memories  &  Addictions 


By  Tommi  Avicolli 

Every  year  around  this  time,  it  hap¬ 
pens.  Time  tremors,  pulling  me  back  to 
the  Spring  (April  16th  to  be  exact)  of 
1971,  a  particularly  tumultuous  period 
in  my  life.  It  seems  melodramatic  when 
1  explain  the  anguish  to  people  now  — 
the  pacing  back  and  forth  that  morn¬ 
ing,  the  attempts  to  invent  an  excuse 
for  myself  for  not  going  to  school,  the 
hesitant  moments  as  I  neared  the 
Student  Activities  Building.  The  ad  in 
the  Temple  News  had  caught  my  eye  a 
few  days  before  —  “Gay  Liberation 
Front  meeting,  1:30  p.m.,  Student  Ac¬ 
tivities  Room  306.” 

My  throat  went  dry,  my  heart  pump¬ 
ing  to  near  exhaustion,  I  was  drenched 
in  sweat.  I  walked  past  room  306  at 
least  five  times  before  I  took  a  deep 
breath  (the  deepest  of  my  life)  and 
plunged  in.  I  don’t  know  what  I  had 
expected  to  find  in  that  room,  but  I 
was  met  by  five  pairs  of  eyes  staring  at 
me.  It  didn’t  take  long  to  realize  they 
were  all  as  scared  of  me  as  I  was  of 
them.  We  all  had  dreaded  the  same 
thing:  someone  we  knew  walking  in 
that  door.  Someone  who  knew  friends, 
family,  relatives.  Someone  familiar. 
Anonymity  was  fine.  Of  course  the 
anonymity  didn’t  last.  Before  long,  the 
five  faces lind  I  would  become  involved 
in  each  other’s  lives,  until  one  by  one 
we  would  disappear  from  view  and 
Temple  University,  cradle  of  warmth 
and  salvation  from  the  world  outside. 
Temple’s  GLF  became  a  Camelot,  a 
recluse  from  the  harsh  reality  of  rock¬ 
throwing  South  Philly  youths,  queer¬ 
bashing  center  city  boys  and  vice  squad 
entrapment  decoys.  Our  office  on  the 
third  floor  of  the  Student  Activities  > 
Center  was  a  place  to  come  to,  to 
gather  strength,  to  cruise,  to  unwind, 


to  laugh.  None  of  us  ever  thought  we 
would  have  to  gcback  into  that  other 
world  —  of  unemployment,  cold 
winter  nights,  and  most  alarming  of 
all,  of  lonely  days  and  weekends  and 
Saturday  nights. 

That  Spring,  I  shook  the  musty  air 
of  regrets  and  endless  infatuations  for 
boys  in  high  school  (those,  old  addic¬ 
tions)  from  my  closet  and  swore  never 
to  fall  for  either  a  straight  guy,  or  a  gay 
man  who  couldn’t  love  me  back.  I 
would  break  the  addiction  to  pretty 
faces,  to  blonde  hair  and  blue  eyes,  to 
well-shaped  bodies.  So  I  became  liber¬ 
ated  —  noisy,  boisterous,  irreverent. 
The  nineteen  years  of  anger  against  a 
sexual  caste  system  in  which  I  had  been 
relegated  to  a  lowly  position  gushed 
from  me  like  vomit.  I  screamed, 
marched,  grew  rhetorical,  militant  and 
bold.  The  years  of  cowering  in  the 


wake  of  bully  boys  who  loathed  my  ef¬ 
feminacy  were  a  constant  regret.  I 
would  never  allow  another  straight  boy 
to  ever  put  me  down,  I  said,  raising  my 
fist.  I  wrote  scathing  attacks  against 
machismo,  especially  in  gay  men,  and 
in  the  process,  lost  sight  of  who  I  really 
was:  a  lonely,  ex-hippie,  bitter  faggot 
whose  secret  dream  was  to  find  Peter 
Perfect  (otherwise  known  as  Prince 
Charming)  and  fall  madly  and  hope¬ 
lessly  in  love. 

Finally,  the  rhetoric  grew  stale  and 
stank.  The  anger  mellowed.  The  lone¬ 


liness  became  a  needling  sound  that 
wouldn’t  go  away.  The  need  to  be  in 
love  took  me  on  kamikaze  flights  into 
often  unrequited  affairs  that  were  at 
best  masochistic,  like  the  ones  in  high 
school.  But  I  took  stock  of  myself.  I 
pulled  through.  I  cut  my  hair,  shed  my 
revolutionary  rhetoric  and  dropped  out 
of  political  organizations. 

Every  year  at  this  time,  I  find  myself 
getting  sentimental  over  the  old  days  — 
the  marches,  the  lobbying,  the  endless 
meetings.  I  am  almost  tempted  to  join 
a  gay  political  group.  1  find  myself 
staring  at  notices  of  meetings  with  a 
longing  in  my  gut.  I  have  to  force  my¬ 
self  to  look  away.  If  not,  the  feeling 
will  grow  into  a  monster  that  will  con¬ 
sume  me  again.  I’ve  had  it  with  politics 
—  as  a  writer,  my  words  are  far  more 
important  than  all  of  the  slogans,  the 
meetings,  or  the  marches  in  the  world. 
Through  my  words  I  can  change  peo¬ 
ple’s  attitudes.  I  write  for  a  straight 
weekly  in  Philadelphia.  I  am  reaching 
people  I  could  never  reach  before  — 
people  I  never  understood,  straight 
men  who  I  often  despised.  But  the 
memories  are  there,  always,  tugging  at 
me,  reminding  me  of  whence  I  came. 
Warning  me  that  if  I  ever  get  too  proud 
of  being  an  outspoken  “gay  liberation- 
ist,”  the  past  is  there  to  remind  me  that 
I  was  once  as  terrified  as  everyone  else. 
And  I  was  once  in  the  closet. 

Memories  are  an  old  addiction.  And 
old  addictions  don’t  die  —  they  just 
burrow  under. 
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RECORDS 

Music  as  a 

EMERGING 

By  Kay  Gardner 
Urana  Records  WWE  83 
Distributed  in  Boston  by  Hibiscus 

Records. 

Reviewed  by  Lynn  Tibbets 

Kay  Gardner  writes  music  intended 
to  heal,  and  this,  her  second  album,  is 
a  fine  example  of  the  accomplishments 
and  growth  in  her  art.  Kay  states  that 
“commercial  music  assaults  us  as  soci¬ 
ety  assaults  us,  and  much  of  so- 
called  avant-garde  music  is  formless 
and  not  lyrical.  I  am  writing  music  spe¬ 
cifically  to  heal  the  ears  and  the 
spirit.”  ( Sojourner ,  May  ’77)  Her  skill 
in  managing  compositional  materials  is 
demonstrated  in  this  album  with  a  wide 
range  of  musical  styles  and  composi¬ 
tional  techniques.  There  is  perhaps  too 
much  variety  —  I  am  left  with  no  sense 
of  Kay  Gardner’s  own  style.  Nonethe¬ 
less,  the  music  is  alive  with  love  and 
sensuous  expression. 

The  ensemble  changes  for  almost 
every  cut  on  the  album,  varying  from 
duet  flutes  to  solo  piano  in  different 
combinations  of  flute,  guitar,  cello, 
violin,  voice  and  tape.  In  every 
instance  the  resulting  timbre  combines 
lightness  with  substance.  Kay  is  a  flute- 
player’s  flute-player,  and  the  musicians 
she  performs  with  are  consistently 
sensitive  and  accomplished.  Improvisa¬ 
tion  plays  a  large  part  in  five  of  the 
cuts,  and  here  again  the  musicians  de¬ 
serve  praise  for  performances  filled 
with  intensity  and  expression.  At  all 
times  they  play  together  with  a  level  of 
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Healing  Art 

ensemble  and  communication  that  I 
wish  was  more  common,  -and  their 
musicianship  makes  this  one  of  the 
most  musically  exciting  women’s 
records  yet. 

Listeners  familiar  with  Kay’s  first 
album  will  feel  welcomed  home  by  the 
first  cut  “The  Cauldron  of  Cerrid- 
wyn.”  Performed  on  early  instru¬ 
ments,  it  is  reminiscent  of  music  that 
accompanied  ancient  rituals  (an  auspi¬ 
cious  beginning  for  an  album  of  heal¬ 
ing  music).  Emerging  is  not  another 
Mooncircles,  however,  and  the  taste¬ 
fully  subtle  use  of  electronic  effects  in 
“Cauldron”  clues  us  in  to  the  adven¬ 
ture  that  lies  ahead  for  the  listener. 
This  is  contrasted  with  the  second 
piece,  aptly  entitled  “Romance,”  the 
weakest  cut  on  the  album  due  to  an 
overdose  of  romanticism  which  lacks 
strong  purpose.  In  “Crystal  Bells”  we 
begin  to  discover  more  of  what  Emerg¬ 
ing  is  about  in  the  beautifully  con¬ 
ceived  improvisations.  This  cut  brings 
to  mind  images  of  a  sunny  day  near  the 
water.  A  flute  and  piano  duet  entitled 


“Anagram”  is  the  last  cut  on  the  side. 
Composed  by  pianist  Althea  Waites,  it 
is  a  valuable  addition  to  this  album. 
She  has  chosen  avant-garde  harmonic 
and  melodic  material  and  handles  the 
tension  and  release  elements  with  the 
care  necessary  to  produce  a  soothing 
piece. 

Side  two  begins  with  a  piano  solo, 
“Rhapsody,”  which  suffers  from  the' 
same  indulgence  in  romanticism  as 
“Romance.”  It  is  beautifully 
performed  by  Waites,  though,  and  will 
please  the  listener.  Emerging  fulfills 
itself  with  the  last  three  cuts.  Separate 
compositions,  “Pisces,”  “Mermaids” 
and  ‘/Atlanta  Rising”  are  linked  both 
by  title  images  and  by  tape  sounds 
which  are  heard  throughout.  In  a  dis¬ 
play  of  compositional  control,  Kay  has 
woven  intimate  duet  improvisation, 
written  composition  and  pure  chance 
into  a  single  larger  statement. 

The  absence  of  liner  notes  is  con¬ 
spicuous;  clearly  Kay  trusts  her  music 
to  speak  for  itself.  A  quote  by  C.  W. 
Childs  provides  the  inspiration  for  the 
title:  “We  are  emerging  into  the  age  of 
women.”  This  album  is  a  fine  work 
with  only  minor  weak  points.  It  offers 
more  and  more  with  each  hearing.  The 
engineering  and  production  are  impres- 


Kay  Gardner 

sive,  resulting  in  a  sound  that  is  bright 
and  full  of  life. 

Kay  Gardner*,  and  Friends  will  be 
performing  Oct.  13,  6:30  p.m.  at' 
Sanders  Theatre,  Harvard  University 
in  Cambridge,  Mass.  Given  the  success 
Kay  has  had  in  achieving  live-perform¬ 
ance  intensity  on  Emerging,  this 
concert  promises  to  be  exciting. 
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BOOKS 


Two  from  Catalyst  Press 


PASS  THE  POISON 
SEPARATELY 

A  New  Mystery. 

By  Oswell  Blakeston. 

60  pp.  Catalyst  Press,  Ontario.  $2.95, 
paper. 

Reviewed  by  Rudy  Kikel 

Here’s  the  story,  as  we  get  it.  In  the 
Royal  Library  at  Brussels  in  1945, 
bound  up  with  some  religious  tracts, 
Kenneth  Hopkins  happens  on  a  hither¬ 
to  undiscovered  manuscript  by  the 
first-century  Latin  poet  Martial. 
“Having”  no  Latin  himself  at  the 
time,  Hopkins  copies  the  poems  into 
some  notebooks.  After  the  war  he 
learns  enough  of  the  language  “to 
make  a  prose  version  of  the  work”; 
later  still  he  finds  “occasion  to  throw 
the  result  into  the  verses”  that  Catalyst 
Press  puts  before  us  now -the  epigrams 
Martial  may  have  composed  in  the  last 
year  of  his  life. 

Individual  poems  have  the  markings 
of  the  Martial  epigram,  an  unexpected 
conclusion — 

My  boy  was  with  a  girl  beside  the  pool; 

I  tipped  him  in,  to  let  his  ardour  cool, 

And  took  the  girl.  I  always  was  a  fool. 

— a  delightful,  sometimes  elegant  “ob¬ 
scenity” — 

Last  night  when  Marcus  crept  into  my  bed 
No  words  were  needed,  there  was  nothing  said; 
His  lips  were  busy  as  they  had  been  taught. 
For  each  could  clearly  read  the  other’s  thought. 

The  language  is  crisp  and  clear;  the 
“homosexual  theme,”  Hopkins  adds, 
“rather  more  predominant”  than  is 

usual  for  the  poet. 


But  why,  after  holding  them  for 
more  than  30  years,  is  he  publishing 
only  13  poems  now?  And  why  do  so 
without  their  Latin  “originals,”  “cor¬ 
rupt”  and  “unauthorized”  as  they 
may  be?  If  the  “response”  to  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  his  six  short  pages  of  trans¬ 
lations  is  “encouraging”  we  are  told, 
“I  may  publish  the  remainder.”  Only 
“may”?  Clearly  there  would  be  a  read¬ 
ership,  if  only  first  a  professional  one, 
for  a  lost  —  last,  homosexual  — 
volume  of  a  poet  whose  mastery  in  the 
satiric  epigram,  according  to  Moses 
Hadas,  “none  among  either  his  Greek 
or  Roman  predecessors  attained.” 
Queer  proceedings,  these. 


THE  DEAD  SLAVE 

And  Other  Poems  of  Martial. 

Made  and  Introduced  by  Kenneth 
Hopkins. 

Catalyst  Press,  Ontario.  $2.00,  paper. 


When  Sammy  Sweet,  the  hero  of 
Oswell  Blakeston’s  campy  little  mys¬ 
tery,  arrives  at  “X,”  the  vacation  spa 
to  which  he  has  been  shipped  by  Miss 
Mabel  Henderson,  that  “dreadful” 
woman  with  whose  wishes  he  seems  to 
have  had  no  choice  but  to  comply,  he 
blurts  out:  “A  background  for  a  Fir- 
bank  story.”  It  is  a  tipoff.  Not  only  is 
the  locale  of  Blakeston’s  book  that  of  a 
Firbank  novel:  his  novel  is  one  —  with 
a  dark  difference. 

A  bumble  bee  is  “fringed  with  hair 
like  the  eyelashes  of  an  oriental  prince¬ 
ling”;  other  insects  have  “the  grandeur 


of  liqueur  chocolates”;  similes  in  Pass 
the  Poison  Separately  frequently  sug¬ 
gest  the  influence  of  that  most  precious 
and  “artificial”  novelist  in  the  English 
language.  But  they  are  the  characters 
of  Blakeston’s  little  book  which  most 
seem  to  languish  in  the  precincts  of 
Valmouth  or  experience  Vainglory. 
When  Sweet  wants  to  share  his  predica¬ 
ment  —  his  inability  to  control  his  life 
—  with  Patrick,  a  clerical  friend,  all 
the  latter  can  do  is  “talk  about  three 
shades  of  mauve.”  When  he  takes  his 
case  to  Miss  Amelia  Smith,  his  bene¬ 
factor,  she  offers  him  a  job  as  a  hermit 
in  her  garden  grotto  (“.  .  .  and  1  could 
supply  you  with  a  pig  to  act  as  a  septic 
tank”)  in  order  that  he  might  help  her 
“write  a  little  poetry  of  my  own,  write 
it  in  my  life.”  Most  Firbankian  of  all, 
of  course,  is  Sammy  Sweet,  whose 
character  seems  cut  from  the  cloth  that 
provided  us  with  Noel  Nice  and  Lionel 
Limpness.  Sweet  is  the  neurasthenic 
poet  who  whines,  gets  dizzy,  “wails 
hysterically,”  is  “hamstrung  with  im- 
puissance”  throughout  Pass  the 
Poison  Separately,  who  is  referred  to 
by  other  characters  as  a  “poor  wispy 
thing”  and  a  “jelly,”  and  who,  when 
he  is  asked  by  a  stranger  on  a  train 
platform  whether  he  is  planning  a  holi¬ 
day,  can  only  gasp:  “Good  Lord! 
where  could  I  find  all  that  energy? 
How  could  I  be  so  cold-blooded!” 

“He  felt  like  the  head  of  a  decapi¬ 
tated  eel  which  still  reacts  to  light  on 
the  sixteenth  day  after  decapitation,” 
we  are  told  at  one  point  in  Sweet’s 
“trials,”  his  having  to  deal  with  travel 
agents,  friends,  and  taxidrivers  with 
some  degree  of  efficiency.  The  state¬ 
ment  suggests  rather  obviously  castra¬ 


tion  anxiety.  And  there’s  the  difference 
between  Firbank  and  Blakeston:  if  one 
of  Firbank’s  effete  young  gentlemen 
had  submitted  himself  to  Freudian  or 
Jungian  analysis.  Pass  the  Poison  Sep¬ 
arately  is  what  one  of  his  dreams  —  or 
nightmares  —  would  read  like. 

I  leave  the  reader  to  discover  the 
plot,  to  unravel  the  “mystery,”  him¬ 
self.  At  one  point  in  the  action,  how¬ 
ever,  Sweet  leans  back  against  the  up¬ 
holstery  of  a  taxicab,  “a  withered  leaf 
insect  who  was  doing  the  impersona¬ 
tion  so  well  that  other  leaf  insects 
might  eat  him.”  All  of  Sweet’s  fears 
—  his  paranoia  about  “The 
Syndicate,”  his  fear  of  blindness  and  a 
“monstrous  regiment  of  women”  — 
seem  evidence  of  a  desire  to  be  eaten, 
to  enter  “X,”  where  all  the  men  are 
available  and  all  the  women  solicitous, 
and  which  location  Sweet  seems  both 
to  love  and  loathe.“X”  could  be  para¬ 
dise,  the  womb,  the  unconscious, 
death.  Menace  broods  at  the  trailing 
off  of  Pass  the  Poison  Separately  — 
inevitably,  because  as  Jung  says:  “Life 
calls  us  forth  to  independence,  and 
anyone  who  does  not  heed  this  call 
because  of  childish  laziness  or  timidity 
is  threatened  with  neurosis.  And  once 
this  has  brokenout.it  becomes  an  in¬ 
creasingly  valid  reason  for  running 
away  from  life  and  remaining  forever 
in  the  morally  poisonous  atmosphere 
of  infancy.” 


These  books  may  be  ordered  from 
Catalyst  Press,  315  Blantyre  Ave., 
Scarborough,  Ontario,  Canada. 
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Were  they  seeking  relief  from  the  hum¬ 
drum,  ordinary  days  of  the  idle  rich 
woman  whose  pre-occupied  husband 
leaves  her  too  much  alone. 

1  had  the  uncomfortable  feeling  that 
there  was  some  kind  of  unbridgeable 
chasm  between  us  and  them.  They  def¬ 
initely  seemed  very  different  from  us, 
and  all  the  questions  they  asked  made 
me  wonder  why  they  were  studying  us 
with  such  intense  curiosity.  Ann  ap¬ 
peared  a  little  nervous,  but  Julia  smiled 
her  Madonna  smile  that  was  at  once 
motherly  and  childlike  in  its  openness. 
I  was  getting  a  little  hot  under  the  col¬ 
lar,  but  my  lover  said  to  withhold  judg¬ 
ment  (she’s  the  wise  one). 

These  two  rare  birds  told  all  of  us 
their  tale  of  woe.  We  learned  of  the  ex¬ 
pensive  telephone  calls,  the  frustra¬ 
tions,  the  worry  about  children  and  the 
religious  difficulties.  I  listened,  but  I 
was  not  entirely  convinced.  The  bars 
against  their  ever  achieving  a  lasting, 
live-in  relationship  looked 
overwhelming  and  insurmountable,  so, 
certainly,  I  thought,  these  women  are 
only  playing  at  love.  But  their  eyes 
were  so  in  earnest.  .  .  . 

Several  more  parties  gave  us  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  see  them  and  speak  with 
them  again.  They  seemed  more  and 
more  at  ease  and  more  and  more  cred¬ 
ible.  They  were  struggling  with  their 
problems  with  dogged  perseverance, 
and  overcoming  their  awkwardness 
with  other  gay  women.  They  had  had 
some  pretty  funny  ideas  about  us.  Julia 
actually  believed  that  all  lesbians  wore 
pinky  rings.  (When  my  lover  and  1 
went  to  our  very  first  gay  meeting  at 
DOB  in  New  York  in  1971,  we  won¬ 
dered  what  they  were  like,  too.)  . 

By  New  Year’s  Day  this  year,  we 

convinced  of  their  devotion  to 

each  other  and  their  willingness  to 

make  whatever  sacrifices  were  necessa¬ 
ry  in  order  to  forge  a  life  together  — 
and  these  were  no  mean  sacrifices. 
When  you  have  five  or  six  children,  a 
house,  a  husband,  social  position,  and 
firm  religious  convictions,  it  is  not 
quite  so  simple  to  make  a  new  life,  as  it 
is  for  two  twenty  year  olds  to  choose  to 
share  their  sleeping  bags  and  cats  in  a 
one  bedroom  apartment.  Sometimes 
revolution  is  a  hell  of  a  lot  easier  than 
coping  with  conventional  difficulties. 

Anticipating  just  one  more  pleasant 
social  evening,  we  went,  on  June  24,  to 
a  party  at  Julia  and  Ann’s  home  where 
we  were  privileged  to  share  in  a  unique 
celebration.  They  had  just  moved  as  a 

r*  & 

wkf  a  date  wtflt 
Itrku  Ktduy  Zjfrx  Jth>i 
Tudtrlph  \JdtjCU»<r 

'Tbvut  'frronwd/ 

THE  GAY  ENGAGEMENT  CALENDAR  FOR  1979 

—entertaining,  fact-filled,  illustrated — 
celebrates  the  gay  life  from  ancient  times  to 
today.  Plenty  of  room  to  write  in  all  your 
appointments  alongside  fascinating  inform¬ 
ation  on  the  famous  and  notorious  who  made 
gay  history.  And  it's  a  great  gift  too. 

128  pages  52  illustrations  6"  x  9" 
spiral-bound 

To:  Universe  Books 

381  Park  Avenue  South 
New  York,  N  Y.  10016 

Please  send  me - copies  of  THE  GAY 

ENGAGEMENT  CALENDAR  for  1979  at  $4.95 
each  postpaid.  My  checkymoney  order  for 
$ - is  enclosed. 

Name  _ ■ 

Address _ _ _ 

City  _ _ State _ Zip _ 

- - SSL. 


couple,  into  Julia’s  house.  Both  had 
gone  through  the  turmoil  of  a  divorce, 
made  large  material  concessions  to 
their  husbands,  and  held  their  breath 
while  Julia’s  youngest  child  decided 
that  she  really  would  like  to  play  older 
sister  to  Ann’s  whole  brood  of  chil¬ 
dren.  With  consummate  dignity  and 
grace,  they  had  made  adaptations  and 
accommodations  of  great  magnitude, 
and  all  this  at  a  time  of  life  when  those 
adjustments  are  extremely  difficult. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  Ann  and  Julia  pre¬ 
sented  to  us  a  vision  of  exquisite  bal¬ 
ance.  The  tenderness  and  concern  that 
vibrated  from  one  to  the  other  was  per¬ 
fectly  commingled  with  respect  and  ad¬ 
miration.  Nothing  they  said  or  did  was 
childish,  awkward  or  selfish.  They 
were  a  joy  to  behold,  and  at  one  point 
in  the  evening  they  asked  for  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  all  those  present  —  the  same 
group  into  which  they  had  entered 
through  the  kindness  of  the  DOB  offi¬ 
cer  —  in  order  to  share  with  us  what 
they  had  done  earlier  in  the  day. 

Being  both  in  love  and  religious,  they 
wanted  to  mark  the  occasion  with  a 
solemn  ritual.  It  was  very  personal  and 
private.  They  prayed  together  in 
church  just  after  a  straight  wedding 
service  had  been  completed.  And  they 
made  a  commitment  in  which  they  of¬ 
fered  the  gift  of  their  lives  to  one  ano¬ 
ther.  That  they  went  through  this 
ceremony  and  then  shared  it  with  us 
was  very  significant  indeed.  Normally, 

I  consider  gay  marriage  ceremonies 
travesties.  When  one  spouse  is  the 
“husband”  and  one  the  “wife”  in 
terms  of  straight  roles,  I  am  personally 
very  put  off  (this  is  not  to  say  that  such 
arrangements  .are  in  any  way  bad  in 
and  of  themselves;  I  just  recoil  at  the  ' 
prospect  for  myself,  and  would  not  at- 

tend  such  a  service).  But  the  holy* 
pledge  Julia  and  Ann  made  to  each 
other  was  utterly  sincere  and  could  not 
be  interpreted  as  a  parody  of  anything. 
Theirs  was  a  ceremony  tailored  to  fit 


their  own  experience. 

They  had  done  something  deeply 
necessary  to  their  spirits,  and  after  they 
described  that  simple  moment  to  us, 
they  thanked  all  of  us  for  helping  to 
make  their  very  obvious  happiness  pos¬ 
sible.  They  said  that  during  the  period, 
of  their  most  pressing  difficulties,  they 
got  the  support  they  needed  from  meet¬ 
ing  and  getting  to  know  our  small 
group  of  gay  women.  I  was  astonished, 
first  because  they  had  done  what  they 
had  done  and  told  us  about  it,  and  sec¬ 
ond  because  I  had  never  understood, 
until  that  moment,  how  important  very 
small  things  can  be  to  others  who  are 
struggling  to  be  gay  in  a  hostile  and 
troublesome  world. 

The  channels  of  communication  be¬ 
tween  gays  are  vitally  important  to  all 
of  us.  When  my  lover  and  I  first  came 
to  Boston,  it  was  the  same  DOB  wom¬ 
en  who  took  us  in,  showed  us  the  city, 
introduced  us  to  other  women.  DOB 
matters  because  it  is  through  that  orga¬ 
nization,  as  well  as  many  others,  that 
people  make  contact  with  other  people. 

We  never  really  know  the  full  con¬ 
sequences  of  our  smallest  gestures,  so  I 
was  touched  and  pleased  and  chastened 
by  what  happened  at  that  special  party. 

I  had  had  no  idea  that  anything  we  had 


The  “bizarre  trips,”  Boats  explain¬ 
ed,  included  orgies,  a  smoke-in,  and 
the  publication  of  a  gay  bible  of  sorts, 
collectively-written  and  printed  by  a 
women’s  press,  entitled  Nelly  Heathen. 
Boats  also  recalled  a  nude  rock  dance 
sponsored  by  the  Psychedelic  Venus 
Church,  almost  busted  by  the  police, 
with  two  bands,  an  orgy  loft  filled  with 
hay  and  a  hundred  writhing  nude 
bodies,  and  an  incredible  light  show 
done  by  gay  media  freak  Keith  St. 
Clare  “dressed  in  black  drag  like  a 
monk.”  ,  ...  ... 

By  1973,  a  heavy-duty  drug  bust  that 
sent  one  of  the  church  members,  a 
straight  guy,  to  jail  with  a  five-year 
sentence,  brought  a  somber  mood  over 
the  “scene.”  Boats  also  notes  that  his 
own  consciousness  of  women’s  oppres-1 
sion  was  expanding,  and  he  stopped 
relating  to  situations  —  so  common  in 
the  realm  of  “sexual  liberation”  — 
where  women  were  manipulated  and 
exploited.  He  also  stopped  thinking  of 
himself  as  bisexual.  Before  long,  fur¬ 
thermore,  Boats  was  responding  once 
again  to  the  lure  of  the  sea,  and,  back 
to  a  maritime  frame  of  mind,  he  found 
the  Sofia  and  was  headed  around  the 
world  in  seach  of  new  adventures. 


done  was  of  the  slightest  significance  to 
those  two  wonderful  women. 

Julia  and  Ann  are  sincere,  cour¬ 
ageous  and  beautiful.  They  have  to 
work  very  hard  to  pay  their  bills.  Life 
has  not  been  easy  for  them  since  they 
chose  to  leave  the  comfort  and  safety 
of  their  straight  lives.  But  they  will 
overcome.  They  have  made  huge  ma¬ 
terial  sacrifices  and  taken  great  risks  so 
that  they  could  be  together.  They  fully 
intend  to  share  a  whole  life  with  all  the 
joys  and  all  the  sorrows  such  commit¬ 
ment  involves. 

Their  maturity,  stability  and  charac¬ 
ter  show  in  the  ways  they  have  dealt 
with  their  children.  Julia  has  raised 
half  a  dozen  healthy,  happy  youngsters 
—  three  of  whom  have  come  out  to 
her.  Ann’s  children  are  younger  (Julia 
and  Ann  are  ten  years  apart  in  age), 
and  they  are  living  with  the  two  women 
in  a  home  full  of  love,  completely 
without  tension.  Nowhere  along  the 
line  have  these  women  taken  their  joy 
at  the  expense  of  others. 

I  cannot  adequately  express  how 
much  I  respect  and  admire  Julia  and 
Ann.  In  my  opinion  they  are  the  fulfill¬ 
ment  and  the  enactment  of  the  roman¬ 
tic  ideal.  Julia  and  Ann,  Le  Chaim! 


Four  Footnotes 

1.  The  Sofia,  with  Mother  Boats  aboard,  is 
scheduled  to  set  sail  from  Boston  on  Oct.  10. 

2.  One  account  of  Mother  Boats’  adventures  in 
Australia  can  be  found  in  Fag  Rag,  Number  19, 
Spring  1977,  p.  3,  in  a  long  letter  penned  by 
Mother  Boats  himself. 

3.  More  information  about  the  early  gay  liber¬ 
ation  scene  in  California  can  be  found  in 
Chapters  3-5  of  The  Cay  Militants  by  Donn  Teal, 
and  in  “My  Soul  Vanished  from  Sight:  A  Cali¬ 
fornia  Saga  of  Gay  Liberation,”  by  Konstantin 
Berlandt,  in  Out  of  the  Closets:  Voices  of  Gay 
Liberation,  edited  by  Karla  Jay  and  Allen  Young. 

4.  How  did  Mother  Boats  get  his  nanitye?- 
Named  Brian  Traynor  at  birth  by  his  “hetero¬ 
sexual  parents,”  Mother  Boats  maintains  “I 
believe  you  have  the  right  to  change  your  name, 
change  your  personality  as  you  change  in  life, 
from  one  identity  to  another.”  In  his  early  teens, 
when  he  was  involved  in  the  Sea  Explorers, 
young  Traynor  was  the  bosun’s  mate,  in  charge 
of  ropes,  lines  and  the  deck.  He  learned  from 
some  older  sailors  that  “Boats”  is  a  common 
nickname  for  bosun’s  mate,  and  so  adopted  the 
name  by  writing  it  on  a  school  seating  chart.  The 
"Mother”  became  a  prefix  to  Boats  later  on,  in 
college,  when  Boats  had  a  tendency  to  give  loving 
care  to  drunken  fraternity  brothers.  His  parents 
were  happy  to  have  him  use  another  name  any¬ 
way,  since  they  were  “big  shots  in  the  raucky- 
muck  of  the  community,”  both  born  in  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  Area,  and  they  didn’t  want  his 
zany  activities  spoiling  their  “respected  name  in 
the  community.”  He  now  signs  checks  “Mother 
Boats.” 
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Surviving  Enlightenment 
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“of  the  world.”  It’s  much  more  diffi¬ 
cult,  however,  to  deal  with  and 
confront  your  own.  I  learned  to  despise 
victimization.  I  grew  sick  to  the  point 
of  nausea  whenever  gay  women  and 
men  got  caught  up  in  that  trite  and 
ridiculous  debate  over  who  is  more  op¬ 
pressed.  I  met  many  people  in  the  gay 
liberation  movement  who  were  cham¬ 
pions  of  victimization.  They  were  those 
individuals  who  somehow  could  blame 
everything  in  their  lives,  from  the 
pimples  on  their  face  to  an  overcooked 
spaghetti  dinner,  on  the  fact  that  they 
were  gay  and  therefore  oppressed.  Vic¬ 
timization  is  still  one  of  the  biggest 
meaningless  catch-alls  in  the  gay  move¬ 
ment.  It  is  based  on  all  the  negative 
aspects  of  being  gay,  or  black,  or  a 
woman,  or  even  a  gay  black  woman.  It 
is  a  justifiable  excuse  for  not  taking 
responsibility  for  yourself.  It  is  a  good 
excuse  but  not  a  good  reason.  Every¬ 
one,  gay,  straight,  black  or  white  gets 
“victimized”  by  somebody  at  some 
time  in  some  place.  It’s  true  that 
certain  people  and  groups  of  people  get 
it  more  than  others.  It  never  was  for 
me,  however,  a  good  rationalization 
for  throwing  in  the  towel  and  surren¬ 
dering. 

I  met  many  charlatans  in  the  move¬ 
ment  —  those  individuals  more  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  glory  of  seeing  their 
name  in  print  or  their  faces  on  a  TV 
screen  than  they  were  with  the  libera¬ 
tion  of  people.  I  was  far  from  being  the 
perfect  martyr  myself.  When  all  the 
anger  and  frustrations  toward  those 
who  really  were  “Total  Hypes”  had 
been  expelled,  I  realized  that  there  was 
only  one  person  who  was  always  worth 
saving.  Me.  When  I  stopped  trying  to 
rescue  the  world  or  liberate  humanity 
from  the  detrimental  vices  of 
oppression  and  started  on  a  campaign 
to  free  John-Michael  Williams,  I  began 


to  see  the  light.  Then,  the  struggle  was 
worth  it.  Only  then.  Depend  on  others 
for  your  salvation  or  motivation  and 
you  will  always  be  in  the  waiting  room 
of  disappointment.  It’s  true  in  gay  lib¬ 
eration,  it’s  true  in  your  career  and  it’s 
definitely  true  in  your  relationships. 

Enlightenment?  That  means 
realizing  your  own  power  in  your  own 
life  and  using  it.  To  those  people  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  magic  government,  magic 
job  and/or  magic  lover  to  save  them,  I 
would  say:  Prepare  yourself  for  a  life¬ 
time  of  waiting.  That  is  the  lesson  that 
life  has  taught  me  and  it  has  become 
for  me  the  biggest  piece  of  “Libera¬ 
tion”  that  I  can  ever  expect  to  get. 

So  now,  I’m  looking  back,  thankful 
to  have  made  it  through  all  the  trauma, 
grateful  to  have  found  a  niche  in  the 
society  in  which  to  survive  and  grow, 
happy  to  have  lived  through  the  fads 
and  the  drugs  and  the  hangovers  and 
the  pain.  Thankful.  Not  self-righteous 
or  audacious.  Just  thankful.  I’m 
making  it.  There  are  many  scars.  I 
played  all  the  games  at  least  once.  I’ve 
gotten  lost  in  the  aura  of  my  own  ego 
on  more  than  one  occasion  and  I  never 
stopped  buying  Florida  orange  juice  or 
boycotted  the  Boston  Public  Library 
though  I  know  I  should  have.  There:is 
no  room  for  self-righteousness  any¬ 
more.  Anyone  who’s  made  the  long 
journey  from  Christopher  Street  to 
Park  Avenue,  knows  well  that  they 
didn’t  do  it  alone.  They  had  to  initiate 
some  real  compromise  of  their  values, 
escalate  their  own  ego,  pray  and  per¬ 
petuate  some  very  untender  moments 
of  ruthless  aggression. 

If  a  lot  of  gay  people  disappointed 
me  along  the  way  and  went  far  astray 
from  living  up  to  my  expectations, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  in  many  cases,  I 
did  not  live  up  to  theirs  and  very  often, 
did  not  even  live  up  to  my  own  ex- 


AN  EVENING  OF  WORDS  AND  MUSIC 


FRIDAY,  OCT.  20  8  P.M. 

SATURDAY.  OCT.  21  8  P.M. 

Morse  Auditorium 

602  Commonwealth  Ave.,  B.U.  Campus 
(near  Kenmore  Square) 

Boston,  MA 


Sponsored  by  B.U.  Women's  Ctr. 


LINDA  TILLERY  and  band 
MARY  WATKINS 
GWEN  AVERY 
PAT  PARKER 

THE  VARIED  VOICES  OF  BLACK  WOMEN 


Mail  Order:  Include  SASE 
P  O  Box  35 
Kenmore  Station 
Boston,  MA  02215 


TICKETS.  $4.50 
Childcare  Provided 
Wheelies  Welcome 


Tickets  Available  at: 
New  Words  Bookstore 
186  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA 
876*5310 


Women  s  Community  o! 
Littleton.  MA 
1-722  9580 


Nubian  Notion 


BESSIE  SMITH  MEMORIAL  COLLECTIVE 
A  WOMEN  PRODUCED  EVENT 


pectations  of  myself.  The  struggle  con¬ 
tinues  but  now  it’s  a  lot  more  in  per¬ 
spective  and  it’s  part  of  my  daily  life 
rather  than  being  an  event  that  I 
attend,  or  a  button  that  I  wear.  It’s  not 
in  the  external  world  any  more.  It’s 
inside  of  me  now,  which  makes  it  far 
more  fulfilling  as  well  as  far  more  diffi¬ 
cult. 

If  almost  a  decade  of  caring  and  cry¬ 
ing,  of  loving  and  hating  and  strug¬ 
gling  has  left  me  somewhat  burned  out, 
I’m  thankful  that  I’m  only  burned  out 
and  not  dead.  It’s  all  part  of  coming 
out.  The  lie  about  coming  out  is  based 
on  the  false  philosophy  that  acknowl¬ 
edging  your  homosexuality, 
participating  in  the  social-political 
struggles  for  freedom  and  passionately 
engaging  in  several  short-lived  love 
affairs  brings  about  yodt  own  human 


salvation.  It’s  just  leaving  one  closet 
and  entering  another.  A  dark  wardrobe 
is  a  bleak  place  to  be  but  a  gay  bar  with 
a  red  light  bulb  is  just  a  bigger  closet  to 
get  lost  and  confused  in.  I  said  in  a 
poem: 

It’s  coming  out  of  love  lines. 

That  you  had  once  believed, 

It’s  coming  out  of  hating  dreams. 

That  never  get  achieved. 

It’s  coming'out  of  love. 

And  it’s  coming  out  of  hate. 

It’s  coming  out  of  rhetoric, 

And  it’s  coming  out  of  fate. 

It’s  coming  out  of  drugs. 

And  it’s  coming  out  of  fat. 

It’s  coming  out  of  coming  out. 

Then  it’s  coming  out  of  that .  . . 

It  really  happens  you  know.  It’s  just, 
that  it  takes  a  lifetime. 

©  1978  John-Michael  Williams 


LINDEN  LODGE 

(open  all  year) 

“OGUNQUIT 
INDIAN  SUMMER” 

— 2  Nights  at  the  Lodge 
— Friday  Dinner  for  Two  at  the  Trolley  Stop 
—Saturday  Cocktails  at  the  Lodge 
-$59.50 


24  Shore  Rd. 


207-646-2181 


Ogunquit ,  Me. 


G3£EN  LgAF 

FLORISTS 

NOT  JUST  A  PLANT  STORE 

Funeral  Designs  —  Hospital  —  Birthday  —  Anniversaries 
Holiday  Centerpieces,  and  any  other  special  occasion. 
LOCATED  IN  THE  HEART  OF  THE  NEW  SOUTH  END 


Flowers  and  Plants  For  ...  M  .  r  ..  Flowers  Wired 

AU  Occcion,  *"  IT  C"d:1  Anywhere  In  The  World 

247-351 


Cards  Accepted 


Alligator  Alliance  presents: 

KAY  GARDNER  IN  CONCERT 

Friday  the  13th  of  October 
8:30  p.m. 

Sanders  Theatre 

Harvard  University  ^  ^  % 

Free  Childcare  .  m, 


Tickets  available  at: 

New  Words,  876-5310 
Amaranth.  661-2059 
Women's  Exchange,  354-8371 
and  at  the  door. 

Suggested  Donation:  $4.00 

For  further  information, 
call  (617)  738-0421 

Sponsored  by  the  Cambridge  Women 


s  Center 


Kay  Gardner's  new  album, 
Emerging,  is  available  at: 

New  Words.  186  Hampshire  Street. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 

Sight  &  Sound,  Charles  River  Plaza. 
173  Cambridge  Street.  Boston.  MA 
02114 
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PERSONALS 


BACK  TO  SCHOOL 
SPECIAL!! 

Guaranteed  ROOMMATE  ADS. 

Pay  for  2  weeks  and  we  will  run  your  ad 
till  you  get  your  roommate.  Note:  ad 
must  run  continuously.  If  you  let  it  lapse, 
you  have  to  pay  again.  At  end  of  first 
two  weeks,  you  must  coll  us  (GCN, 
426-4469)  and  tell  us  if  you  want  a  third 
week  and  so  on. 

This  coupon  must  accompany  order. 


ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS! 
Special  "Back  to  School”  roommate  ads 
will  not  run  more  than  the  Initial  two 
weeks  unless  you  call  after  the  second 
week,  and  before  the  third  one  (Thursday 
afternoon  after  the  second  time  the  ad 
appears  would  be  the  deadline.)  Other¬ 
wise  your  ad  will  have  to  be  paid  for 
again.  There  can  be  no  gaps,  but  It  is  up 
to  YOU  to  be  sure  your  ad  continues  if 

you  want  it  to. _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
°eople  wonder  who  you  are 
Others  will  not  tell 
Go  and  catch  a  falling  star 
Or  ring  a  crystal  bell. 

They  might  as  well. 

We’ll  never  tell. 

I  love  you  very,  very  well.  N'est-ce  pas? 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. 


GWM  Law  Student  seeks  same  to  share 
intense  anxieties  &  pleasures  of  law 
school.  I  am  28,  medium  build,  &  physi¬ 
cally  handicapped.  I  like  swimming  & 
classical  music.  Descriptive  letter, 
please.  Photo  not  needed.  GCN  Box  955. 

(12x) 


UNO-YOU-KNOW  WHO-NO 
So  when  again  do  we  see  you  two??? 
Found  Fair  where  scooter  cars  still  run 
and  bump.  Must  come  with  us  next  yr  to 
Deerfield  do  too.  No  gambling  though. 
Happy  New  Year. 


AROOSTOOK  COUNTY,  MAINE 
Any  lesbians  and  gay  men  out  there?  GM 
new  to  St  John  Valley  wishes  to  contact 
other  GM  and  lesbians  in  Northern 
Maine/New  Brunswick  area.  Isolation  is 
no  fun.  Please  write!  Benjamin,  Box  82, 
Van  Buren,  Maine  04785. _ (13) 


RESEARCH  SUBJECTS  NEEDED! 
Gay  males,  age  20-50,  in  greater  Boston 

area,  wanted  to  till  out  questionnaires  on 

work  attitudes  &  job  history.  Important 
research.  Write  GCN  Box  950. _ (13) 


Hi.  I’d  like  2  meet  U  but  only  if  U  go  2 
skool  or  work  full  time.  Im  30  pro¬ 
fessional,  n2  dinner  dates,  hearts  whist, 
dirty  +  reg  movies,  travel  +  hve  a  fettish  4 
blonds,  +  a  fetish  against  drugs, 
mustaches,  cigarettes,-*-  beards.  If  U  call 
me  b  prepared  2  give  fone  num.  U-r 
calling  from  so  I  can  call  U  back  n-order  2 
weed  out  the  weirdos.  Ill  b-n  Amsterdam 
9.02  to  9.14+ London  10.03-10.16.  Call 
anytime  up  2  2Am.  Lve  message  during 
periods  when  Im  away  or  not  home.  No  1 
else  will  hear  Ur  message.  I  live  alone  in  a 
modern  2  bed  apt  in  Cambridge  +  will 
return  your  call  very  discreetly.  Call  Rick 
at  MBD.RRTF. _ (14) 

WOMEN  ROCK  CLIMBERS 
Am  interested  in  climbing  B4  snow  gets 
here.  New  2  area,  can  do  top  roping, 
nothing  technical.  Would  like  com- 
panion(s)  who  no  their  stuff  &  won’t  mind* 
sharing  it  with  one  willing  2  team  more! 
Call  Cindy  653-1455,  Natick.  (9  +  ) 


SERVICES 


GWF  18  fed  up  with  bar  scene  &  would 
like  to  meet  other  GFs  into  travel,  art 
beach,  films.  Live  at  home  in  suburbs. 
Write  GCN  Box  936.  (11) 

GWM,  TORONTO 

Gentleman  of  English  origin,  trans¬ 
planted  to  N.  America  and  likes  it  here. 
Refined  tastes,  kind  heart.  Seeks  new 
friends  for  possible  relationship.  Sense 
of  humor  and  sincerity  appreciated. 
Those  who  send  photos,  answered  first. 
GCN  Box  935.  


GWM,  18k-20  to  do  odd  jobs  a  couple  of 
hours  a  day,  cleaning,  painting,  etc.,  in 
old  house  by  the  Pru.  Please  call  Mon.  to 
Thurs,  9AM-5PM.  267-7422. _ (11) 


GAY  WILDERNESS  COLLECTIVE 
is  forming  on  35  acres  in  No  Minn  within 
Superior  Nat  Forest.  Undeveloped,  clean 
lakes,  abundant  wildlife,  tall  pines,  clean 
air.  2  GWM  long-haired  vegetarians  will 
be  moving  there  this  year.  Equal  owner¬ 
ship  of  land.  For  more  info  write  Kim, 
P.O.B.  8211,  Mpls,  Minn  55408.  Before 
1984! 


Kady  van  Deurs  will  read  from  THE  NOTE¬ 
BOOKS  THAT  EMMA  GAVE  ME,  the  Auto¬ 
biography  of  a  Lesbian— Monday,  Octo¬ 
ber  16,  at  the  Saints.  8:30.  Bring  your 
journal  and  read,  too.  $1  contribution  for 
Rosie's  Place— a  women’s  shelter. 
Women  welcome.  (12) 

NEED  A  CAT  TO  CUDDLE? 

Love  a  Siamese.  Timothy  is  7  yrs  old. 
He’ll  lie  on  his  back  to  let  you  scratch  his 
tummy.  He  needs  a  good  home  with 
oodles  of  love  &  affection.  He’ll  pay 
every  bit  of  it  back.  If  interested,  call 
259-0063.  Leave  message.  Keep  trying. 


SSHH  I’M  GAY 

The  closet  door  is  slightly  ajar.  A  plea  for 
acceptance  is  in  order.  It  started  as  a 
whimper,  and  as  the  light  cut  into  the 
darkness,  the  whisper  became  a  scream, 
"come  out.”  In  times  gone  by,  my 
screams  were  muffled  by  roars  of  fear 
and  shame.  Fate  is  cruel.  My  very  up¬ 
bringing  was  against  me.  My  loneliness 
hurts.  Running  from  myself  was  even 
worse.  Then  one  day  a  straight  friend 
seeing  my  conflict  said,  "stop  pitying 
yourself.  If  you  want  to  be  straight  then 
be  straight.  If  you  want  to  be  gay,  go  meet 
other  gays.  But  for  godsake,  when  you  do 
decide,  at  least  be  happy  about  it."  I’ve 
thought  it  out.  Now  every  part  of  me  says, 
yes!  I’m  gay.  If  you  are  GWM,  27  +  ,  clean, 
quiet,  funny,  polite  and  are  coming  out  or 
want  to,  let’s  talk  it  over.  Friendship  & 
more  is  possible.  Please  call.  We  can 
come  out  together.  Phone  and  pic  a  must. 
GCN  Box  951. _ (11)i 


Prof  GWM,  29,  140,  5’9",  new  to  Boston 
area  from  LA,  looking  for  warm,  creative, 
intelligent  friends  to  share  good  talk, 
movies,  classical  music,  art,  food, 
museums,  and  the  like.  Don’t  like  bars, 
but  occ.  party,  dance  and  smoke.  Please 
give  me  a  call.  (617)  894-9744,  Tom,  eves. 
_ (14) 


Man,  35  Ikng  4  healthy,  happy,  physically 
fit  guy,  probly  ynger,  4  something  Ing- 
Istng.  Things  I  like:  Building  and  making 
things,  wilderness  canoeing,  music,  art, 
swimming,  kids,  dogs,  horses,  ice  cream, 
TV,  movies,  bks,  being  w/friends,  being 
alone,  loving,  talking,  laughing,  staying 
home,  going  out,  the  city,  the  bush.  Don’t 
like:  Cruising,  bars,  pickles,  strobe  lights, 
chrome  &  glass  furniture,  using  a  want-ad 
to  meet  someone.  Considered  attractive, 
6’,  180,  personable,  reasonably  bright 
versatile,  warm,  independent,  stable 
Photo  not  essential,  but  would  be  appre 
dated.  Bob  Williams,  Box  362,  Station  K, 
Toronto,  Canada.  _ 


GAY  LEGISLATION 
NEEDS  YOUR  HELP,  MAKE  A  DIFFER¬ 
ENCE.  For  information  call  742-4811  or 
write  Gay  Legislation,  Box  8841  JFK  Sta-i 
tion,  Boston,  MA  021 14 


I’m  a  sincere  level  headed  hardworking 
GWF  also  Bi  very  interest  in  becoming 
involved  in  permanent  lifestyle  pattern 
with  Gay  woman  and  child  age  no  differ 
have  teen  ager  love  children  no  drugs 
love  to  drink  no  gay  bars  love  going  out 
I’m  lonesome  not  desperate.  Please 
answer  soon  but  be  honest  no  stupid. 
Send  photo  if  possib.  This  could  be  good 
for  both  families  if  no  children  into  havin 

one.  There  must  be  someone  with  my 

same  needs.  GCN  Box  926. _ (9) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number  in 
any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

Box _ ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  MA 

02108. 


HANDY  PERSON  CARPENTER 
Experienced  at  general  carpentry,  renova¬ 
tions,  repairs  &  painting,  interior  &  ex¬ 
terior.  Free  estimates.  By  the  job,  by  the 
hour.  Mark  445-6676. _ (MJ  xchng) 


HASSLE-FREE  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
FOR  NH  GAYS 

Ethical-Confidential 
Individual  &  Couples 
Judith  Sigler,  Lyn  Foley 
(Both  MSW,  A CSW) 

By  Appointment 
4603)  224-5600  Concord 


.PRINTING:  The  kind  your  mother  would 
approve  of:  neat,  clean,  not  too  expen¬ 
sive,  and  produced  with  a  smile.  Bro¬ 
chures,  letterheads,  business  cards  — 
we  do  most  kinds  of  printing.  Also  type¬ 
setting.  Call  us.  Xanadu  Printing 
661-6975. 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 

A  New  location — A  New  Phono  Number 
Newton  Corner,  Mou.  (off  the  Pike) 
(617)  965-1311  for  oppt. 


LESBIAN  WORKSHOP 
Stretch  your  being.  Awaken  your  poten¬ 
tial  for  growth.  Experience  a  loving,  crea¬ 
tive  environment  in  the  woods  by  the  sea, 
on  the  coast  of  Maine  for  a  weekend. 
Trained  lesbian  professionals.  Small 
groups,  optimum  opportunity.  Price  $75, 
per  person,  covers  all  expenses.  October 
27-29.  If  this  ad  beckons  you,  contact 
Christmas  Cove  Center  for  Being,  Box 
138,  S.  Bristol,  Maine  04568.  (207) 
644-8619.  (13) 


FEMINIST  THERAPY 
Bioenergetics,  Gestalt,  vocational  coun¬ 
seling  for  individuals,  couples.  Sliding 
scale.  Call  Nancy  825-6700. _ (13) 


Snyder  and  Weinstein 
Attorneys  and  Counsellors  at  Law 
240  Commercial  Street 
Boston,  M A_02 109  (61 7)  227-8000  (52) 


(FOR  ALL  TRAVEL'ARRANGEMENTS) 

(617)  247-183 2 
Boston,  Mass  02116 


In  The  Vendome  Mall 
160  Commonwealth  Ave. 


IF  LOVEWM AKKIAQt 

AND  SUCCESS *$ 

THIN  HAPPINESS*? 

Chart*  cost  t  interpreted  by  experienced  gay 
male  ostrologer  My  humanistic,  non-trodi- 
tional  approach  is  especially  geored  towards 
those  of  alternative,  counter-cultural  lifestyles. 
Fee  negotiable.  Beginners  classes  too.  IAN 
JOHNSON,  443-1433. 


HUMANISTIC  COUNSELING 
Client-centered:  Accepting  self,  Forming 
Relationships,  Achieving  Stability.  Appt 
call  Dave,  N.  Camb.  661-1578  dys-eves- 
wknds.  Intro  $10.  (9) 

SELF-HYPNOSIS 

Feel  better,  have  more  success, 
overcome  bad  habits.  Use  Self-Hypnosis, 
Free  consult.  Call  Human  Achievement 
426-1572.  (13) 


GWM  27,  nds  rmmt  for  5  rm  apt  nr  Brig 
Cir.  Prefer  sim  age  &  interests  —  art,  cats 
(I  hv  2),  quiet  living  &  parties.  $150<?)  &  Vi 
ph  &  elec.  Call  232-0583  after  6  pm  & 
before  1 1 .  No  sex  calls  please. _ (10) 

BEACON  HILL 

Own  room  avail  in  clean,  sunny  2  bd  rm 
apt  for  responsible  person.  Neat  non- 
smoker  preferred.  $130/mo  (includes  heat 
&  utilities).  Call  523-7934  (or  Tues,  Thurs 
&  Sat  nts,  423-4340),  Ask  for  JC.  (9sp) 


Gay  Men's  Therapy  Group  forming  at 
Homophile  Community  Health  Service. 
For  info  and  initial  appt,  542-5188.  (14) 


Light  housekeeping  done  by  the  hour  or 
the  job.  Call  Greg  at  367-1822  evenings. 

(GH) 


ROOMMATES 


GWM  30  seeks  same  to  35  to  share  Ig  2 
bdrm  on  S.  shore.  U  nd  bd  &  r  solvent,  strt 
apprng  &  clean.  $175  incl.  Not  a  sex  ad. 
337-0584  after  4,  M-Th. _ (12) 


GM  27  relocating  to  Nashua,  NH  area, 
seeking  to  share  living  accommodations. 
Please  write  to  GCN  Box  952. _ (12) 


Reliable,  responsible  GWM  25-40  to 
share  6  rm,  pty  turn  apt  on  Winthrop 
Shore.  Sm  car  off-street  parking.  $125/mo 
plus  util.  846-6249,  M-F  7-9. _ (10) 


Bi F  grad  student,  quiet  with  friendly  cat 
seeks  to  live  w/1-2  Fs  22  plus,  grad  or 
prof,  in  Bri,  Brook,  All,  Camb,  or  JP. 
731-0879.  Keep  trying. _ (12) 


We  are  1  GF  &  1  GM  in  our  late  20’s  who 
play  &  learn  thing's  &  have  lots  of  energy. 
We  need  a  3rd  (or  couple  if  you’re  in  love) 
to  share  spacious  house  on  a  hill  (that  we 
own)  in  Cedarwood,  Waltham.  We  have 
no  pets.  5  min.  walk  to  Brandeis,  1  block 
to  Camb  bus,  &  1  min  to  128.  Call  us  & 
sparkle:  893-1476. _ (13) 


GWM  25-40  for  1  or  2  rms  in  Camb  hse. 
$100/rm  incl  util.  Call  661-5715.  (13) 


BEACON  HILL  —  NICE  PLACE 
Lg  apt  on  Hill,  GM  orGF.  Want  quiet,  con¬ 
siderate  person.  I  am  easy-going.  Apt.  is 

spacious,  quiet,  secure  &  being 

repainted,  etc.  28  Anderson,  #3. _ (12) 


3  gay  men  looking  for  4th  and  5th  to  share 
spacious  townhouse  on  Fort  Hill,  Rox- 
bury.  $80/mnth.  442-2061. (10  + ) 


APARTMENTS 


LIKE  LOTS  OF  SPACE? 

BIG-BIG  CLOSETS? 

South  End  town  house  full  floor 
apartment,  suitable  for  lovers,  available 
now.  Union  Park  address,  all-gay  house, 
lots  of  friendly  people.  $350/month,  with 
security  deposit,  lease.  You  must  be 
stable,  solvent,  friendly.  Call  Dave 
661-6975.  


MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed-lnsured-Professional 
24  hrs./day— 7  days/wk  —  No  O.T.  charges 
Local  Jobs— Local  Rates  354-2184 


FOR  SALE 


Plym  Valiant  1968  273  V8,  Auto  trans,  pwr 
steering,  needs  a  little  work,  $150  or  best 
offer.  Call  Dave  at  482-9710. 


Queen  size  mattress  and  box  spring  in  ex¬ 
cellent  condition.  $75.  442-2061  any  time. 

(HS) 


REAL  ESTATE 


Rural  gay  males  —  need  good  Nbors  4 
coop,  supportive,  farming  —  living  home- 
std.  Next  door  4  sale,  70  acres,  cabin, 
small  barn.  Phone,  no  elec.  Managed 
woodlands,  4  acres  org  gardens,  orchard, 
bluebs,  barnyards.  South,  small  dead-end 
dirt  rd.  70  m  north  of  Boston,  asking 
$49,000.  Tel  (603)  463-7758. _ (12) 


JOBS  WANTED 


HOUSEKEEPING 
Experienced  housekeeper  looking  for 
cleaning,  cooking  positions.  Will  also  do 
odd  jobs,  errands.  References  supplied 
427-3835.  Patrick. _ (12) 


WANTED 


5SIFIEDCLASSIFIEDCLASSE 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication).- 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  serve  all  New  England,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  phone  number. 

Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  Characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines 
are  50  cents  jier  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  arc  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  Office: 
Our  hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included 
in  a  Personal  ad. 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run . 
Name _ 


Box  Numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  you  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail 
forwarded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 
If  you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period, 
a  $5.00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 

Please  Circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 

REAL  ESTATE  MOVERS  PRISONERS 
APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  OFFERED  JOBS  WANTED  PENPALS 
ORGANIZATIONS  PERSONALS  RESORTS 
RIDES  ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 
MISCELL.  LOST  &  FOUND  PUBLICATIONS 


Headlines _ 

First  4  lines. 


_ at  $. 

_ at  $. 

Each  additional  line  at  $. 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1 .00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00 
3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00 


^perwk.  $_ 
_perwk.  $. 
_perwk.  $_ 
$_ 
$. 
$. 
$_ 


Address. 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED 

Please  Print  Neatly. 

City _ 

.  Zip 


State. 


Phone . 


Signature 


Account  No. 


Expiration  Date 


LJ  VISA 

□  MASTER  CHARGE 


Wanted,  GM  or  GF  65  yrs  or  older  to  share 
feelings  about  your  life  with  a  GM  social 
.  work  student  for  assignment.  Send 
T  phone  #  or  way  to  contact.  GCN  Box  954. 

(12) 


RESORTS 


PROVINCETOWN 

If  you’ve  never  tried  It  In  Sept  and  Oct, 
treat  yourself!  For  the  gay  male  visiting 
P’town,  inexpensive  rooms  and  student 
dorm.  Carl’s  Guest  House,  68  Bradford 
St.,  Provincetown,  MA (617)  487-1650.  (14) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


INVESTORS  FOR  BOSTON  GAY 
hotel-entertainment  complex.  Call 

536-2731  for  qualified  appt.  Health 
Club,  Disco,  Show  Room,  Plano  Lounge, 
Boutiques  and  more. _ (12 1 


To  rent  to  a  GWF,  living  room-bedroom 
combination,  with  kitchen  privileges.  1  hr 
west  of  Boston,  30  minutes  south  of 
Worcester.  Country  living.  Call  (617) 
476-7007  after  7PM. 


JOB  OPPORTUNITY 


Advertising  Mgr. 

GCN  is  looking  for  an  Advertising 
Manager.  We  need  dedication  and  inno¬ 
vation!  Job  includes  working  with  staff  of 
ad  reps.  Base  salary  plus  commission. 
Contact  Richard  at  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston  02108  or  call  426-4469.  Please 
Include  resume. 

WANTED  TO  HIRE 
experienced  woman  captain  and  mate  for 
all-women  cruises  in  the  Virgin  Islands 
on  a  51  ’  ketch.  Coast  Guard  licenses  and 
certified  scuba  instructor  preferred. 
References  required.  Call  or  write:  Ceil 
O’Brien  (305)  771-7948,  5900  NE  22nd 
Way,  Apt  822,  Ft  Lauderdale,  FL  33308. 

114) 


Housekeeper/Cook  for  bisexual  ashram 
in  Aspen.  Room  and  board  plus  salary 
$500  a  month.  Call  or  write:  (713) 
224-1396,  608  Fannin,  Suite  2115, 

Houston,  TX  77002.  (14) 


Professional,  mechanical  television  an 
electronics  person  wanted,  also  movie-l 
camera  person  for  a  documentary  I 
India,  Nov  1  thru  Dec  15.  Call  and  sen 
resumes  to:  Ceil  O'Brien,  (305)  771-7941 
5900  NE  22nd  Way,  Apt  822,  f 
Lauderdale,  FL  33308.  (T 


distribution  manager 

GCN  seeks  part  time  dynamo  to  handli 
our  local  distribution.  Person  should  havi 
own  transportation  —  large  car,  wagon  o 
van  or  truck  better  than  beetle.  Salary  — 
$40  and  all  the  papers  you  can  eat.  Cal 
i  Richard  or  John  at  426-4469. 
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FUNDRAISER  WANTED 
Earn  a  commission  raising  funds  for  the 
Mass  Caucus  for  Gay  Legislation.  Ex¬ 
citing  part-time  work.  Call  after  3,  M-Th  at 
742-4811.  Thank  you. _ 


ADVERTISING  SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE 

Gay  Community  News  is  looking  for  a 
part  time  ad  sales  rep.  to  work  primarily 
at  night.  20%  commission.  Contact  Tim 
or  Richard  at  426-4469. 


HELP! 

The  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
needs  volunteers:  1)  laboratory  assistant 
to  work  gay  health  night,  Wednesdays, 
6:30-10pm  at  the  Health  Center.  2) 
Nurses,  doctors,  medical  students  to 
work:  Mon  or  Wed  eves  6:30-1 0pm  at  the 
Health  Center;  every  other  Saturday  5  to 
midnight  to  draw  blood  for  syphilis  and 
culture  for  gonorrhea  on  the  Bridge 
Medical  Van  at  the  bars;  one  night  a 
month  at  the  baths  testing  for  gonorrhea 
&  syphilis.  3)  People  with  clerical  skills  to 
do  mailings,  typing,  filing,  etc.  Please  call 
267-7573  and  ask  for  Ron  Vachon. 


I  NEED  A  CARPENTER  who  can  hang 
doors.  Are  you  one,  or  do  you  know  of  one 
who  knows  what  he’s  doing?  Please 
phone  Dave  at  661-6975.  A  day,  possibly 
two  days  work.  Immediate  need. _ _ , 


PRISONERS 


We  get  many  requests  from  gays  in 
prison  to  put  pen  pal  ads  in  for  them. 
Limited  space  prevents  us  from  printing 
as  many  of  these  ads  as  we  would  like  to, 
since  the  prisoners  do  not  have  the  funds 
to  pay  for  their  ads.  We  will  print  more  if 
anyone  out  there  is  willing  to  contribute. 
For  each  $3  we  receive  we  can  print  one 
more  pen  pal  ad.  Send  checks  to  Penpals, 
GCN  Box  k92.  _  -  <c> 


Michael  Essig,  P.O.  Box  14, 
Prison,  Concord,  NH  03301 . 


NH 


State 

(10) 


Dan  Salas  147-786,  Box  69,  London,  OH 
43140.  (10) 

Would  love  to  hear  from  gay  friends 
above  38-55  who  would  like  to  establish 
meaningful,  wholesome  longlasting  real 
relationship.  I  do  not  subscribe  to  “pen- 
palism”  so  only  relationship  oriented  gay 
need  reply.  Enclose  recent  photo,  it’s  not 
a  must.  Robert  Laws  135-587,  Box  45699, 
Lucasville,  OH  45699. _ (10) 

24,  blue  e,  brn  h,  5'9”,  160.  Adrian  Hanni, 
136-055,  Box  511,  Columbus,  OH  43216. 

■  ■  . _ (10) 


6’,  190,  lift  weights,  brown  hair  &  eyes. 
From  Ohio.  I  write  poems  like: 

MY  SPECIAL  FRIENDSHIP 
They  tell  me  that  true  friendship 
Goes  on  without  ending 
Because  with  a  sincere  friendship 
There  is  no  pretending. 

But  when  I  reach  out 
To  grasp  for  that  hand 
A  voice  says,  "I'm  sorry 
I  can’t  be  your  friend." 

I  cry  out  at  night 
And  dread  each  new  day 
That  feeling  of  emptiness 
Which  continues  to  stay. 

Jim  Miller  143611,  Box  511,  Columbus, 
OH  43216. _ (10) 

Michael  B.  Wilson  625154-6-E-6,  P.O.  Box 
520,  Walla  Walla,  Wash.  99362.  (10) 

Larry  Steadmon  042498-61-110,  P.O.  Box 
221,  Raiford,  FL  32083. _ (10) 

22,  brn  h,  brn  e,  gay,  lonely.  Need  friend¬ 
ship.  Ralph  Flint  021360,  P.O.  Box  747, 
Starke,  FL  32091. _ (10) 

18,  5’9”,  156,  black  eyes.  Need  someone 
to  write  for  TLC.  Joseph  Griffin,  058359, 
P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091 .  (10) 

Lonely  gm  sks  correspondence  w/other 
gay  males  (pref  drag  queens).  6’,  20  yrs, 
black  hair,  brn  eyes,  165.  Will  answer  all. 
Terry  Lee  Jones  034391,  P-1-3-11,  P.O. 
Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (10) 


Lester  Early,  150718,  P.O.  Box  57,  Marion, 
OH  43302. _ (10) 

Lonely  gm,  20,  5’1  ”,  120,  blond  h,  blue  e. 
Needs  lots  of  TLC.  Wants  to  meet  finan¬ 
cially  stable,  mid  aged  gay  who  must  be 
sincere.  Joseph  A.  Pierce,  026775,  P.O. 
Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (10) 


Jerry  Lewis  91190,  Box  97,  McAlester,  OK 
74501. _ (10) 

WM,  25,  6'2”,  180,  blond  h,  blue  e.  german 
4  irth.  William  Bellville  151-686,  P.O.  Box 
511,  Columbus,  OH  43216. _ 00) 


6’1  ”,  183,  brn  h,  hazel  eyes.  Lkng  for  30  yr 
old.  Douglas  Gorham  034857,  VCI,  3-T-12, 
P.O.  Box  221 ,  Raiford,  FL  32083.  (10) 


James  Hayes  031802, 
Starke,  FL  32091. 


P.O.  Box 


747, 

(10) 


Jack  Van  Dyne  058425  Box  B-1,  P.O.  Box 
488,  Polk  City,  FL  33868. _ (10) 


Libra,  likes  writing  lyrics,  chess,  softball 
and  other  sports,  music.  Would  like  to 
correspond  with  creative  person.  Eddie 
G.  Bowles  058147,  V-3-N-5,  P.O.  Box  747, 
Starke,  FL  32091. _ (7) 

Lonely,  needs  correspondence.  Dana 
Richard  Wainright  022037,  22-1107,  P.O. 
Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (7) 


34,  seeks  correspondence.  Leroy  Parker 
141-774,  P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH 
45699.  ' _ _ _ (Q 


Mail  from  someone  is  like  a  visit,  please 
write.  William  Ferrill  Smith  34739,  P.O. 
Box  900,  3A-230,  Jefferson  City,  MO 
65102. _ (7) 


Please  write  to  Raymond  Grant,  030725, 
K-3-S-4,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. 

0 


GWM  5’9",  170,  seeks  letters,  friendship 
for  possible  lasting  relationship.  Kenneth 
Schlosser,  10  Administration  Rd.,  Bridge- 
water,  Mass.  02324. _ (7) 


Lonely  and  lost,  24,  5'8",  160,  br  h  &  e. 
Italian  origins.  Carmen  Albreiro  A-044186, 
W-1-S-16,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. 

 (7) 


Wants  word  from  outside.  Roy  D.  Donald, 
Jr.  150710,  P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville, 
OH  45699. _ (7) 


“Decal”  ration  of 
Independence 

The  Lambda  Decal  features  the 
international  symbol  for  gay 
rights,  sexual  liberation,  justice 
and  enlightenment.  The  three- 
color  decals  are  ideal  for  any  glass 
application.  Write  the  LaBelle 
Company,  948  Brittain  Road, 
Akron,  OH  44305.  Enclose  $2for 
5  decals,  instructions  and  a  print¬ 
ed  history  of  the  Lambda  symbol. 


ORGANIZATIONS 


GAY  ACTIVISTS  ALLIANCE  NJ 
—  Men  and  women  —  Militantly  gay  — 
militantly  proud  —  Join  us  at  176  Kansas 
St.,  Hackensack,  NJ,  every  Fri.  at  9  p.m. 
Political  action  caucus  Tuesdays  at  8:30 
.D.m.  (201)343-6402. 


NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043— Concord,  NH  03301. 332-4440, 
673-8348,  224-3785,  399-4927.  A  statewide 
lesbian  organization,  meeting  the  third 
Saturday  of  every  month.  Support,  educa¬ 
tion  and  political  action,  since  1976. 

In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alliance/ 
Morris  County  meets  every  Monday  al 
8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of  Unitarian  Fel 
lowship\,  Normandy  Heights  Rd.,  Mor 
ristown,  NJ.  Info:  (201)  691-0388. 


AM  TIKVA  BOSTON  GAY  JEWS 
Invites  you  to  weekly  Friday  night  service 
and  social  with  hamish  group  of  lesbians 
and  gays.  Contact  P.O.  Box  11,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02138.  353-1821;  524-1890. 

17) 

GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you’re  in  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  on  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to,  where  to 
stay,  what  group  to  contact,  and  which 
businesses  to  patronize.  Call  us  to  rap  or 
just  to  say  hello.  (212)  777-1800,  from  3 
pm  until  midnight. _ (20) 

BOSTON  UNITARIAN  UNIVERSALIS? 
GAYS  AND  LESBIANS  (BUUGL),  art- 
inclusive  group  of  religious  liberals 
working  to  provide  opportunities  for 
community  building  among  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  meets  every  Sunday  evening  at 
the  Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston 
St.,  at  7:00  pm.  Lesbians  especially  wel¬ 
come.  For  more  info  call  Bob  Wheatly  at 

742-2100. _ (D49) 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing  gay 
civil  rights  group  in  the  country!  The 
National  Gay  Task  Force  works  with  a 
professional  staff  on  media  representa¬ 
tion,  national  legislation,  information 
clearinghouse,  religious  reforms,  cor¬ 
porate  non-discrimination  statements, 
more!  Help  support  our  work  —  join  now 
$15  membership  ($5  limited  income)  in¬ 
cludes  Newsletter.  NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave. 
Rm.  506,  New  York,  NY  10011. 


SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense  Fund, 
2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle,  WA 
98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership  $5.00. 


Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00  p.m. 
(hymn  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge  St.,  Bos¬ 
ton  (Old  West  Church).  Edward  T. 
Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664.  All  per- 
sons  are  welcome. _ 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  WORCESTER,  church  service  at  6  In¬ 
stitute  Road,  2  p.m.  Sundays.  756-0730. 


NEW  ENGLAND  BAR  GUIDE 


CONNECTICUT 

HARTFORD 

LEWISTON 


NICK’S  CAFE  HOUSE 
1943  Broad  St.  (203)  522-1933 
TONY  R’s 
170-174  High  St. 
third  world 

THE  WAREHOUSE  CAFE 
61  Woodbine  St. 

CHEZ-EST 

238  Columbus  Blvd. 

BANANA 

148  West  Service  Rd. 
EVERGREEN 
Webster  St. 

(women) 

NEW  HAVEN 

PARTNER’S 

365  Crown  St.  (203)  624-5510 
(separate  women’s  room) 
NOBODY’S  FAULT 
334  Whalley  Ave. 

DUNGEON 

130  Crown  St.  (203)  776-6404 
(leather  &  levis;  men) 

THE  PUB  CAFE 
168  York  (203)  789-8612 

PARKWAY  ■  •  ' 

1574  Chapel  St.  (203)  776-1608 

NEW  BRITAIN  _ 


BLUE  SWAN 
Canal  St. 


OGUNQUIT 


ANABEL’S 

Rte.  1  (at  Maine  St.) 

(207)  646-8453 

ORONO 


LUNA  BASE  ONE 
Rte.  2  (disco;  mixed) 


PORTLAND 


PHOENIX 

83  Oak  St.  (207)  773-5695 
ONE  WAY 
10  Union  Place 
ROLAND'S  TAVERN 
413A  Cumberland  Ave. 
(207)  772-9159 


MASSACHUSETTS 

~  -  , 

BOSTON 

THE  OASIS 
20  Chestnut  St. 
SALTY  DOG 
Pequot  Ave. 

NEW  LONDON 


FRANK’S  PLACE 
9  Tilley  St. 

THE  CORRAL 
•727  Bank  St. 

NEW  MILFORD 


THE  ANSWER  CAFE 
235  Danbury  Rd.  Rte.  7 


WATERBURY 


CLUB  CAFE 
384  W.  Main  St. 

WESTPORT 


THE  BROOK 
919  Boston  Post  Rd.  East 
(203)  226-6204 
Vincent’s  Disco 
925  Stale  St.  East 


MAINE 


AUGUSTA 


FLO’S  TAVERN 
N.  Belfast  Ave.  (Rte.  7) 
(207)  622-4393 


BOSTON  EAGLE 
88  Queensberry  St.  247-9586 
Leather.  Men.  Thurs.  Club  Nite,  Sunday 
Brunch  3PM.  Movies  Mon.  &  Tues.  8PM 
THE  BAR 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 
Disco  dancing,  mostly  men. 

CARNIVAL  LOUNGE 
39  Boylston  St.  338-7159 
Dancing.  Mixed. 

CHAPS 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 
Food.  Men. 

CITADEL 

22  Avery  St.  482-9040 
Dancing.  Men. 

CLUB  76 

76  Batterymarch  St.  542-3377 
A  place  for  women  and  their  friends 

DARTS 

271  Dartmouth  St.  536-6560 
Dancing.  Men. 

DELIVERY  ENTRANCE 
At  The  House  Restaurant 
12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 
Men  &  Women.  “It's  Different” 

ENCORE 
1256  Boylston  St. 

Dancing.  Men. 

HARRY’S  PLACE 
45  Essex  St. 

Dancing.  Men. 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 

12  Carver  St.  338-8577 

Leather.  M«n.  Sunday  Brunch  7PM  Thurs. 


JACQUES 

79  Broadway  338-7502 
Mixed.  Dancing. 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 
52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 
Dancing  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Men. 

PLAYLAND 
21  Ijssex  St. 

Men  (some  Women) 

119  MERRIMAC 

119  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 

Dancing.  Men.  Tues. -Thurs.  Buffet  9-1 1PM 

SAINTS 

(Call  354-8807)  Women 
SOMEWHERE 
295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 
Disco  Dancing,  Mixed. 

Sunday  Brunch  12-2PM 
SPORTER’S  CAFE 
228  Cambridge  St. 

Food.  Men.  Saturday  Brunch  5PM. 

Movies  Mon.,  3PM;  Sunday  Brunch  3PM 
STYX 

20  Blagden  St.  247-3910 
Disco.  Dancing.  Men.. 

THE  SHED 

272  Huntington  Ave. 

Leather.  Men.  Sunday  Brunch  4PM 
TOGETHER 

110  Boylston  St.  . 

Disco  Dancing.  Mixed. 

1270 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257 
Disco  Dancing.  Mixed  (mostly  Men) 
TWELVE  CARVER 
12  Carver  St. 

Men 

BROCKTON 

ENRICO’S  LOUNGE 
20  Legion  Pkwy 
(617)  588-9716 
BOB’S  PLACE 
44  Centre  St. 

(617)  588-9976 


CAMBRIDGE 

PARADISE 

180  Massachusetts  Ave.  864-4130 
Talking,  mostly  Men 


NEW  BEDFORD 


FRIENDS  AND  LOVERS 
145  N.  Front  St. 

(617)  993-9436 

THE  MEETING  PLACE 

1447  Acushnet  Ave. 

(617)  994-7674 
THE  R&R  CLUB 
~8  Covel  St. 

(617)  995-8247 


NORTHAMPTON 


THE  GAYLA 
Main  St. 

PROV1NCETOWN 


THE  ATLANTIC  HOUSE 
Masonic  Place 
(617)  487-3821 

THE  CROWN  AND  ANCHOR 
247  Commercial  St. 

THE  TOWN  HOUSE 
291  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-0292 
MS.  247 

247  Commercial  St. 

(Women) 

THE  PIED  PIPER 
193A  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-1527 
(Women) 

POST  OFFICE  CABARET 
303  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-0098 


RANDOLPH 


SPRINGFIELD 


THE  FRONTIER 
19  Pearl  St. 

THE  PUB 
382  Dwight  St. 
ARBOR  LOUNGE 
Washington  St. 


TYNGSBORO 


LOWELL 


COSMOPOLITAN  CAFE 
511  Market  St. 


LYNN 

FRAN’S  PLACE 
776  Washington  St. 
(617)  595-8961 
MR.  DOMINIC’S 
34-36  Central  Ave. 
(617)  595-9051 


DiROCCO’S  CABARET 
Frost  Rd.  (Rte.  3A) 

(617)  649-9186 


WORCESTER 


ISAIAH’S 
1 1  Thomas  St. 

THE  MAIL  BOX 

282  Main  St.  (413)  752-8992 


AFFIRMATION 

For  United  Methodist  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Male  Concerns  —  New  England  Chapter. 
For  information  and/or  support  reply 
GCN  Box  902. _ 

BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  EXODUS  MASS, 
a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned  Catholics, 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street  Church 
(Boston),  Boylston  St.  entrance,  at  5:30 
p.m.  For  info,  contact  Dignity/Boston,  355 
Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114.  Tel. 
536-6518. _  _ (7-10) 


PUBLICATIONS 


FOCUS,  journal  for  gay  women,  needs 
contributors.  If  you  write  short  fiction, 
essays  of  interest  to  lesbians,  or  poetry, 
please  send  it  to  FOCUS  c/o  DOB,  1151 
Massachusetts  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02138.  There  is  no  payment,  but  it  is  fun 
to  see  your  work  in  print,  and  you  do  get 
free  copies  of  the  issues  in  which  your 
work  is  published.  Include  SASE  for  re¬ 
turn  of  material  not  accepted  for  publica- 
tiort. _ i£) 

GAY  SCENE  —  The  Picture  Homophile 
Monthly  in  8th  Year  of  Publication.  News 
Frorh  Everywhere;  Movement  News; 
King's  Reviews  (Stage,  Screen,  Book  & 
T.V.);  D.D.'s  Best  Bets;  Lesbian  Life;  Arti¬ 
cles;  Nude  Plaything  of  the  Month;  Reli¬ 
gious  News;  Personals;  and  More.  Send 
$1  for  sample  copy.  $8.00  for  12  issues  (in 
Plain  Envelope)  To:  REGIMENT,  Box  247, 
Grand  Central  Sta.  NYC  >0017. _ 

FOCUS 

A  monthly  journal  of  fiction,  articles, 
poetry,  book  reviews,  etc.,  by,  for  and 
about  gay  women.  1  year  subscription  (12 
issues)  $8.  Sample  copy  75<t.  Always  sent 
in  plain  envelope.  Focus,  Box  GCN.  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  Cambridge,  MA  02138.  (c) 

Before  you  stop  trying  to  find  a  lover  try 
us.  Advice,  Fantasies,  Personals.  Twelve 
issues  $10;  sample  $1.  You’re  Not  Alone, 
P.O.  Drawer  8398CH,  Atlanta,  GA  30306. 
(c) _ 

The  Wishing  Well:  The  largest  Nat. 
Magazine  featuring  hundreds  of  self¬ 
descriptions  of  gay  women  (by  code 
number)  wishing  to  write  and  meet  with 
confidentiality.  $2.50  per  issue.  Also 
escorted  group  travel  tours  for  gay 
women.  Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94947. 

EXOTIC  HAPPINESS  FOR  GAYS 
Avoid  mistakes  and  heartaches.  Booklet 
of  info  on  foreign  and  domestic  travel.  $3. 
Haus  Hoffman,  Ltd.  Box  354,  Dept.  R, 
Jackson,  Ml  49204.  _  (16) 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


1 


LACONIA 


BRICK  YARD  MOUNTAIN  INN 
Rte.  3,  Weiss  Beach 


MANCHESTER 


CLUB  484 
484  Chestnut  St. 

(603)  627-4797 

MANCHESTER  CIVIC  CLUB 
Merrimack  St.  (603)  623-8264 
TUDOR  CAFE 
361  Pine  St.  (603)  623-9310 


NORTH  CONWAY 


CAFE  MUSE  &  CAPTAIN  QUIG’S  BAR 
Main  St.  (603)  356-2313 

PORTSMOUTH 


SEA  PORT  CLUB 

Rt.  1  Bypass  (603)  436-9451 


RHODE  ISLAND 
CENTRAL  FALLS 


RANDOLPH  COUNTRY  CLUB 
(617)  963-9809 


MARTY’S 

176  Railroad  St.  (401)  728-5460 

NEWPORT 

THE  VENETIAN  ROOM 
5  Farwell  St.  (401)  847-1748 
DAVID’S 

28  Prospect  Hill  (401)  847-9698 

PROVIDENCE 


FIFE  AND  DRUM 
123  Wcybossct 
THE  C.AI  I  ERY 
194  Richmond  St. 

MIRABAR 
109  Eddy  St. 

1  A  BOH  EM  F. 

83  Dorrancc  St.  (401)  621-8681 

SMITH  FI  ELD _ 

THE  TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  CLUB 
Farnum  Pike  (401)  231-1 180 

WOONSOCKET 

THE  HIGH  ST.  CAFE 
281  High  St.  (401)  762-9740 


VERMONT 


BELLOWS  FALLS 

ANDREW’S  INN 
(802)  436-3966 

BRATTLEBORO 

FLAT  ST.  DISCO 
(Gay  crowd  on  Wed.) 


CALENDAR 

The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


7  sat 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Figaro's,  1287  Cam¬ 
bridge  St.,  in  Inman  Sq.  is  holding  a 
masked  waltz.  Masks  are  provided,  cos¬ 
tumes  encouraged.  Tickets  are  $5  per  per¬ 
son,  to  be  purchased  by  Oct.  5.  Catered 
by  Elsie's  of  Cambridge,  For  more  Infor¬ 
mation  call  547-7228. 

Boston  —  Clearspace  presents  a  Men's 
Hayride.  Meet  at  3:30pm,  ride  time  5pm. 
Bring  a  box  lunch  and  musical  instru¬ 
ments.  For  information  call  227-4327 

8  sun 

Cam&rldge,  UA  —  Gay  Folkdancing, 
3:30-6:30pm,  Phillips  Brooks  House,  near 
Harvard  Yard,  3rd  floor. 

Ctmbrldgs,  UA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740  AM)  GCN  political  columnist  David 
Brill  discusses  the  forthcoming  Novem¬ 
ber  elections.  9am. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Black  Women's  Music 
on  Film;  rare  jazz  pieces.  Gussie  Smith, 
St.  Louis  Blues,  Black  Music  in  America, 
Jammin'  the  Blues.  Sponsored  by  the 
Combahee  River  Collective  and  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Y.W.C.A.  Held  at  the  Y.W.C.A.,  7 
Temple  St.  Donation  $2.  7pm  and  9pm. 

io  tues 

NYC  —  The  documentary  “Word  Is  Out" 
will  be  aired  by  the  New  York  PBS  station, 
WNET-TV,  Channel  13,  at  8pm.  The  docu¬ 
mentary  will  also  be  aired  on  many  other 
local  PBS  stations  —  check  your  listings. 

Boston  —  Boston  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Schoolworkers  (BAGALS)  will  meet.  Attor¬ 
ney  John  Ward  Will  speak  on  legal  issues 
in  the  Briggs  Initiative.  355  Boylston  St., 
7:30  sharp. 


11  wed 


Washington,  DC  —  Discussion  on 
“Coming  Out  and  Staying  Out  —  learning 
to  deal  with  reactions  of  family  and 
friends."  George  Washington  U.  Gay  Stu¬ 
dents,  Marvin  Center,  800  21st  St.  NW. 
8pm.  Everyone  welcome. 

13  Sri 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Alligator  Alliance  pre¬ 
sents  Kay  Gardner  and  Friends  perform¬ 
ing  contemporary  original  music  on  flute, 
violin,  piano  and  guitar.  8:30pm  at 
Sanders  Theatre,  Harvard  U.  Tickets  are 
$4  at  New  Words,  Amaranth,  Women's  Ex¬ 
change  and  at  the  door.  Child  care  pro¬ 
vided.  For  more  Information  call  427-4696. 

Grand  Rapids,  Ml  —  Michigan  Organi¬ 
zation  for  Human  Rights  is  holding  its 
first  annual  meeting  through  the  15th  at 
the  Pantlind  Hotel. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Gay  Coffeehouse, 
benefit  for  the  Lesbian  Feminist  Union  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Part  of  the  Process. 
Faunce  House,  Brown  U.  9-12pm,  Local 
performers  will  be  featured. 

14  sat 

Philadelphia,  PA  —  The  1978  Gay  Rights 
Symposium,  originally  scheduled  for 
Sept.  16,  has  been  rescheduled  for  Oct.  14 
at  the  Gay  Community  Center,  326  Krater 
St.  Papers  will  be  presented  by  eight 
experts  in  the  areas  of  politics,  religion, 
culture  and  community  organizing  and 
then  will  be  critiqued.  $6  at  the  door.  For 
more  information  call  (215)  922-1623. 

Arden,  NY  —  Hyken  Dykes  will  hold  a  12 
mile  hike  along  the  Appalachian  Trail.  For 
more  information  call  (212)  569-1888. 

Boston  —  Clearspace  presents  a  men's 
bike  outing  and  picnic.  Meet  at  10am  at 
the  Hatch  Shell  in  the  Esplanade.  For 
more  information  call  227-4327. 

15  sun 


■«8r* 

Boston  —  Boston  Unitarian  Gays  and 
Lesbianswill  hold  a  discussion  on  "Being 
Gay  and  Aging."  355  Boylston  St.  7pm. 

Boston  —  Karen  Lindsay  will  speak  on 
'Freedom  of  Speech  and  the  Survival  of 
the  Oppressed"  at  the  Community 
Church  of  Boston,  Morse  Auditorium,  602 
Commonwealth  Ave.  at  11am.  Childcare 
provided;  music  by  Jeff  Wilkenson. 


16  mon 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Gay  Folkdancing, 
6:30-9:30pm.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  near 
Harvard  Yard.  3rd  floor 


17  tues 

Boston  —  Integrity  will  present  a  special 
program  with  Parents  and  Families  of 
Gays,  planned  to  coincide  with  the 
NGTF's  “Week  of  Dialogue  with  Ameri¬ 
can  Families."  Gay  meg  and  lesbians  who 
are  out  to  their  families  are  urged  to  at¬ 
tend  with  a  supportive  family  member  and 
participate  in  this  dialogue.  15  Newbury 
St.,  7:30pm. 


20  fri 

Boston  —  The  Bessie  Smith  Memorial 
Collective  presents  An  Evening  of  words 
and  Music  with  Linda  Tillery,  Mary  Wat¬ 
kins,  Gwen  Avery  and  Pat  Parker  —  the 
varied  voices  of  black  women.  Morse 
Auditorium,  602  Commonwealth  Ave., 
8pm.  Child  care  provided.  Tickets  $4.50  at 
New  Words,  Women’s  Community  of  Lit¬ 
tleton  and  Nubian  Notion.  For  more  In¬ 
formation  call  Beverly  at  661-4104.  1 

Randolph,  UA  —  Dignity/Boston  holds 
their  Outrageous  Halloween  Party  at  the 
Randolph  Country  Club.  9-1  am.  Tickets  $6 
in  advance,  $7  at  the  door.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  536-6518. 


New  Haven,  CT  —  The  New  Haven 
Women’s  Liberation  Center  is  holding  the 
Feminist  Union  Convention.  Help  is 
needed  for  the  project.  148  Orange  St.  For 
more  information  all  (203)  865-0792  or 
(203)  389-4752. 

22  sun 

Cambridge,  UA  —  The  slide  tape  show, 
Straight  Talk  About  Lesbians,  will  be  back 
by  popular  demand  at  Amaranth,  134 
Hampshire  St.  8pm  $2 

23  mon 

Boston  —  All  persons  interested  In  par¬ 
ticipating  In  the  formation  of  a  Lesbian 
Gay  Task  Force  of  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Social  Workers  call  566-8505  for 
the  location  of  the  meeting. 

Providence,  Rl  —  The  Lesoian  Feminist 
Union  will  hold  a  general  meeting,  at  the 
Sarah  Doyle  Women's  Center,  185  Meet¬ 
ing  St.  7:30pm.  Call  (401)  863-2189T  for 
confirmation  and  information. 

24  tues 

Boston  —  Clearspace  presents:  Support 
group  for  Lesbians  over  55  years.  Intro¬ 
ductory  meeting  at  8pm.  For  more, 
information  call  646-8598. 

25  wed 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Boston  NOW  presents 
Selma  R.  Williams  in  a  benefit  program 
about  her  book,  "Riding  the  Nightmare.'' 
8pm  at  the  Cambridge  Community  Serv¬ 
ices  Bldg.,  99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Central 
Sq.  Donation  $1.50.  For  more  information 
call  661-6015. 

27  frl 

Washington,  DC  —  Vaudeville  show  fea¬ 
turing  Red  Shoes  Walking,  Disco  danc¬ 
ing,  Halloween  party.  9pm,  first  floor  cafe¬ 
teria,  Marvin  Center,  800  21st  St.  NW.  $3. 
Sponsored  by  G.W.U.  Gay  Students. 


Boston  —  The  documentary  “Word  Is 
Out"  will  be  aired  by  the  Boston  PBS  sta¬ 
tion,  WGBH-TV,  Channel  2,  at  8pm. 

Boston  —  Break  the  Yom  Kippur  fast  with 
Am  Tlkva  at  7:30.  For  more  information 
call  353-1821  or  524-1890. 


Boston  —  Liven  up  the  middle  of  your 
week.  Join  others  working  with  subscrip¬ 
tions,  promotions,  typings,  filing,  and  a 
variety  of  other  projects  at  the  GCN 
Wednesday  Volunteer  Night.  5-8pm,  22 
Bromfleld  St.  Call  426-4469  for  info. 


Seetord,  NY  —  The  annual  meeting  and 
election  of  new  officers  for  the  New  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Human  Rights  of  Long  Island  will 
take  place  at  Equus  at  9:30pm.  For  more 
Information  call  Gayphone  (516)  665-7373. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  “We  Two,"  a  theatrical 
collage  of  the  works  of  Wilde,  Lessing, 
Felffer,  Glaspell,  Ullman  and  others  Is 
showing  at  the  People's  Theatre  in  Inman 
Sq.,  at  2:30  and  7:30pm.  Tickets  are  $3,  or 
$2  for  students  and  senior  citizens.  For 
more  Information  call  457-5621  or 
894-8797. 


21  sat 


Boston  —  Clearspace  presents  apple 
picking,  picnic  and  hayride  at  3pm.  Open 
to  women  and  children.  For  more  Infor¬ 
mation  call  646-8598. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  At  Amaranth,  the 
Women's  Restaurant:  “Rapid  Transit" 
about  a  young  woman  and  her  adventures 
in  boarding  school  and  In  the  Combat 
Zone  —  A  Novel  Preview  by  Maryann 
Sullivan,  8pm. 


29  sun 


Cambridge,  UA  —  There  will  be  an  open 
meeting  of  the  Jewish  Lesbian  Group 
from  4-6pm  at  the  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 


io  Sri 


Boston  —  Massachusetts  Bay 
Counseling  Associates  is  sponsoring  an 
"Encounter  for  Gay  Couples"  at  Camp 
Aldersgate,  Rl.  For  more  Information 
contact  Frank  Ring  at  965-1311. 
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